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I would like to start by apologising for the 
disruption to your child’s learning this term due 
to snow closures. The school has reviewed its 
procedures for severe weather but unfortunately 
sometimes the severity of the weather renders 
the site dangerous and we have to weigh up the 
loss of teaching against the safety of students 
and staff. Examination groups, however, are 
aware of what they need to do in preparation for 
the summer examinations and I hope that they 
were able to use the time profitably.

Although this has been quite a short spring term, 
a lot has taken place as you will see from the 
reports in this newsletter. Last week we had the 
fifth annual joint school production, We Will Rock 
You, which was a terrific success. It was a very 
professional production with a high standard of 
performances from students. It was great to see 
a lot of new talent and I look forward to seeing 
this develop. Well done to staff and students at 
both schools.

The window replacement programme is 
progressing well and work should be completed 
at the end of April. The completed sections 
already look impressive and the school should 
look quite stunning when the work is finished. 

You should have received a letter regarding 
coming into school after Easter. At this point, 
contractors will be working by the main entrance 
and whilst they will be able to facilitate access at 
the start and end of the school day, it will not be 
possible to come into school in between times. If 
there is a need for you to come into school 
during school hours, please can you telephone 

the school so that someone can let you in at 
another entrance?

This term we shall be saying goodbye to Miss 
Pickford who has made a significant 
contribution to the life of Lordswood; the 
Community Task Force and Heart of Lordswood 
Award are just two examples of her work. We 
wish her well as she takes up a new post in Kent 
and thank her for all that she has done.

The summer term starts at the normal time on 
Monday 15th April. Students in Years 10-13 will 
have public examinations after Easter and I hope 
that they will use the guidance from their 
teachers to support them in their revision. It is 
important to ensure a balance between work 
and relaxation – both extremes are not good! 
School examinations for Years 7-9 will also be 
taking place at the start of next term and it is 
important that students do not miss these as 
they provide useful practice for future public 
examinations whilst also giving staff and 
students an update on progress and 
understanding. Please ensure that your daughter 
is in school for all her examinations.

With all good wishes for a happy Easter.

Mrs Jane Götschel, 
Headteacher

A Specialist Centre for Media Arts and
Applied Learning

A Letter From The 
Headteacher



An Update From 
The School Council
An update on the Council’s start to 
2013 from Miss Lomas
So in the blink of an eye the Spring term is 
behind us and it has been another successful one 
for the Council. All of the Reps have continued 
to work hard tackling issues from their peers and  
the Council have also helped launch an initiative 
which is to be run in conjunction with the local 
police force.  With the help of our PCSO, Marc 
Pearson, a group of students from years 9 and 10 
will be setting up a student tasking group who 
will be working to solve problems in the local 
area.  Students have already raised concerns 
regarding the lack of a pedestrian crossing 
outside the King’s Head pub on the Hagley 
Road, the state of the underpass leading from 
Bearwood High Street and anti-social behaviour 
on local buses, something which is of greater 
concern in light of recent events.  The Council 
is hopeful that the task force will be up and 
running in the Summer term so watch this space 
for updates!

As ever, the Council has also been busy 
fundraising and on March 15th joined in with the 
rest of the country by doing something funny for 
money in aid of Comic Relief.  After much 
discussion, the Council decided to ask all staff 
and students to dress up as the character Wally 
from the Where’s Wally books!  The school 
was awash with red and white stripes and the 
effort made by some members of the school 
community was amazing!  Special mentions 
must be made of Mr Slack, Mr Tyrie and Mrs 
Baddams who all looked like right Wallys!  

All in all, through non-uniform collections, an 
amazing cake sale (thanks to everyone who 
donated cakes!) and staff donations, the school 
managed to raise a grand total of £1193.44!!  

This is an absolutely terrific total and is far 
more than is normally raised on days like this.  I 
know that the Council would like me to thank 
everyone for their amazing generosity and 
willingness to get involved and make fools 
of themselves!  Lordswood’s donation to the 
national appeal means that Comic Relief is 
able to pay for immunisations against diseases 
such as malaria for over 200 children in Africa, 
something in which we should all feel immense 

One of our Year 7 students getting into the spirit of 
the day

A studious Mrs Baddams attends to the business of 
the day

Mrs Thomas, Mrs Rossiter, Mrs Pearce and Mrs 
Davies were working hard in the office

pride.



Year 7 News
Year 7 fundraising news from Mrs 
Peniket
Throughout March, Year 7 have raised the 
amazing total of £829.00 for the charity, 
LEPRA.  The following five girls raised the highest 
amounts of money:
 
Amelia Palin  £60
Stephanie Gray £40
Amrita Samra £39
Hana Alia Khan £37
Maya Randle £37
 
Many thanks to all the girls who participated in 
sponsored silences and cake sales, and to 
everyone who collected money from family and 
friends.  You have made such a huge difference 
to the lives of people who suffer from leprosy.  
Thank you.

On Monday 7th January, 2013, a man called 
David Graham came to Lordswood Girls’ School 
and did a live show to all the Year 7s.  It was very 
good.  He talked about why drugs, alcohol and 
smoking are bad and he also did a few activities 
like kick ups with a ball .  He called some people 
up onto the stage and if they won they got a 
prize.  He told lots of very funny jokes, but also 
gave lots of good advice that was very useful.  At 
the end of the show he gave all the Year 7s a card 
which had numbers on it that we could use if 
needed.

Natural High!
Year 7’s Kenya Clarke on a recent 
PSHEE event

On Wednesday, 13th February, Year 7 had a 
PSHEE day and we had to come to school in PE 
kit.  The Year 7s did lots of activities like 
cheer leading, talking about relationships and 
hygiene.  The fire service also came in to talk 
about how to prevent fire in your house.  We also 
did drama.  We liked the cheer leading the best.  

PSHEE Activities
Summaya Hussan of 7G reflects on 
recent PSHEE activities

During the last lesson, the girls got a pack from 
the Brooke Centre to help with personal 
development.  The Year 7s had a great time 
during PSHEE day!

The Year 7 Newsletter Club meets every 
Thursday lunchtime with Mrs Peniket, and we 
work at producing a newsletter for our friends in 
Year 7.  We report on current events, write 
competitions and report on activity days and 
trips.  Here is a picture of the newsletter group, 
enjoying Easter eggs after all our hard work.

Jasmine Davis  Navpreet Rai
Kenya Clarke  Humayra Nawaz
Summayah Hussain Sapna Khan
Gurleen Sandhu  Maria Logaridou
Sara Bailey-Reason 

Year 7 Budding 
Journalists!
Mrs Peniket on her up and coming 
reporters

The Newsletter Club with their well deserved treats

Dance Quest – A Huge Success!

After the months of hard work, battles with 
the weather and finding space to rehearse, the 

A Busy Term For 
Drama!
Mrs Swallow on the successes of the 
Spring Term



dance quest finale took place on Wednesday 
13th March.  Students from all four schools, 
ourselves, Lordswood Boys’, Four Dwellings and 
Swanshurst, performed brilliantly and should 
be so proud of their achievements. The project, 
designed by The Prince’s Foundation for Children 
& the Arts, was offered to only 16 schools in the 
country. 

David Mckenna, one of the dance practitioners 
involved in the project commented

“The standard of all the pieces was really high and 
the dancers performed with heart, soul and an 
emotional expression that is beyond their years!”

The students thoroughly enjoyed it too and 
would relish the chance to do it again - and so 
they will. We will be giving parents a chance to 
come and share in the pieces with friends and 
family. We are hoping that this evening will take 
place early in May.  

We would like to express our thanks to the 
Birmingham Hippodrome and the staff involved 
in dealing with the logistics of this event (with 
200 students descending on a working theatre) 
and ensuring it was such a success. Students 
were given the chance to perform in the Patrick 
Centre, having been involved in a rigorous 
rehearsal and technical process.

We would also like to thank Dave and Clare, for 
all their hard work and patience when working 
with students and for their expert choreography 
that we could not have accomplished ourselves.

If you require any further information on this 
nationwide project please visit 
www.childrenandarts.org.uk/dancequest

Year 7 Performing Arts Evening

Once again the Year 7 Performing Arts Evening 
was a total success. This year’s theme of myths 
and legends proved popular and over 230 
tickets were sold! Over one hundred Year 7 
students rose to the challenge and performed 
for friends and family, acting, dancing, 
completing gymnastic routines and creating 
their own music. 

This year we also faced the challenge of 
producing some film using the green screen, 
which the technical support wizards brought to 
life as mount Olympus.  

Congratulations to all the Year 7 students who 
took part in the event, let’s hope they have 
developed a taste for performance and will be 
trying out for next year’s school production.
Our special thanks go to Miss Lomas, Mr Nicholas 
and Mr Murtagh for all their hard work bringing 
us into the digital age.

Maria Logaridou reflects on her part in the show:

“February 14th was a very exiting evening as five 
wonderful performances were shown on the night 
to parents and friends.  Overall, it was an 
amazing chance to show our talents and 
communicate better through drama, singing, 
playing instruments and dance.

I performed in the play Jason and the Argonauts 
which is an enchanting story of a boy named Jason 
willing to do anything for a golden fleece.  I played 
the part of Jason’s father King Iolcus and I enjoyed 
this role very much.”

‘The Show Must Go On’

This year’s school production, We Will Rock You, 
has once again moved beyond the boundaries of 
our expectations. It has been an adventure 
creating the dances, rehearsing the vocals and 
directing the actors.  At times it felt like it just 
was not going to come together but as always 
our staff and students worked hard together to 
make the final product something special. The 
rock musical score was brought to life by our 
amazing orchestra who really left you feeling like 
you wanted to get up and head-bang!

The students involved took on a large number 
of roles including helping with choreography, 
backstage, front of house as well as taking to 
the stage. There were even some students brave 
enough to step up at the last minute and take 

Our dancers getting ready to perform



Basketball 
Academy Update
Coach Guppy with all the latest 
action

over roles or help out the younger students on 
stage.

CAST RESPONSES

“It was a great experience watching everyone learn 
the dances that I helped to choreograph and seeing 
it all come together in the end!” 
Laura Ward 

“The rehearsals were not going as we planned and 
how the teachers wanted them to go but, as always 
in the end, we all pulled together and performed 
to our best ability and performed an outstanding 
performance.” 
Tannelle Lamont-Jacobs

AUDIENCE RESPONSES

“There is something very compelling about the 
unpolished, raw immediacy of young talent - sort of 
takes the breath away in a manner unlike any adult 
performance.”
Parent

“I thought the performance was amazing, it had 
me wanting to dance down the aisles.”
Sherice Dowd 

We would like to give a big thank you to all staff, 
students and parents for their support, but most 
importantly the cast for all their hard work.  We 
are very proud of them.

All proceeds from the performances will go to 
the AIDS awareness charity set up in the name of 
Freddie Mercury, The Mercury Phoenix Trust.

It has been another strong team effort for the 
Basketball Academy in the Men’s West Midlands 
Premier Division as the 2012/2013 season comes 
to an end. With just three re-arranged fixtures to 
be played from games cancelled due to snow, all 
of the players are keen to continue their recent 
momentum and finish the season on a high. 

There have been a number of memorable games 
this year, including a 1-point victory against 
Hereford that was one of the best team 
performances that a Lordswood team has ever 
produced.

Despite an enormous amount of effort and 
determination, the team was knocked out in 
the quarter-final of the Rosebowl competition 

The cast of this year’s production of 
We Will Rock You

Lordswood basketballers in action

against a very strong Wolverhampton CC team. 
Lead by former England Internationals Mike and 
Andre Landell, Wolves managed to hold off a 
strong Lordswood effort that just fell short. It will 
be only the second year in the last six that the 
team will not be taking part on finals day and the 
team are already motivated to ensure that the 
same thing won’t happen next year.

Many of the former Basketball Academy 
students are enjoying regular progress both on 
and off the court, as they continue on their roads 
to success. Myles Hesson was signed by a 
German team in their Premier division (on the 
last day of the transfer window!), Tommy 



On Tuesday 26th February a group of Year 10 
girls took on other schools as part of the 
English-Speaking Union’s Public Speaking 
Competition held at Small Heath School. 

The competition involves three team members. 
First is the speaker whose role is to deliver an 
informative pre-prepared speech on a chosen 
topic. Next is the chair person, who introduces 
the topic and speaker, regulates the 
proceedings and manages the time. Finally there 
is the questioner, whose role is to listen carefully 
to a competitor’s speech and then ask questions 
about the topic. Lordswood was represented by 
two teams, the first included Amrit Sohal, 
Francesca Iafrati and Phoebe Harris and the 
second included Nancy Inman, Madeleine 
Herbert and me, Chenika Desch Bailey. 

There was a little pressure going in as we were 
all keen to live up to Lordswood’s excellent past 
performances at this competition. Although we 
were unable to beat last year’s team’s record 
we were able to match their achievements and 

A Meeting With Mo
An exciting day for Miss Thomas

MacDonald is the only first year university 
student at Leeds Met to be playing in their first 
team and eight former students are involved in 
the teams at Worcester University 
(Worcester won the BUCS competition for the 
seventh time in ten years this year, showing that 
they continue to be the top basketball university 
in the country). Congratulations must go out to 
all of the former students who are continuing the 
hard work that they showed during their time at 
Lordswood.

As always, the support for the basketball 
academy is very much appreciated by all of the 
players and helps them through the hours and 
hours of training that they put in every week. A 
special thanks must be given to Mr Pearce who is 
a regular attendee at the games, which is always 
a big boost to the team. It would be great to see 
more supporters at the games next year, please 
keep a look out on the website for our upcoming 
games.

Best wishes for the summer from all at the
Basketball Academy!

Publicly Speaking
Chenika Desch-Bailey brings news of 
LGS’s recent participation in a public 
speaking competition

On the 15th February 2013, 15 students from 
Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 were invited to attend a 
unique question and answer session with the 
double Olympic gold medallist Mo Farah.  The 
group travelled to the Crowne Plaza Hotel in 
Birmingham where they had the opportunity to 
question Mo about his success during the 2012 
Games as well as quiz him about his training 
methods, nutritional strategies and aspirations 
when he was growing up.  

Students do the MoBot with Mo Farah

were ‘Runners Up’, awarded to the team placed 
second, and I was awarded ‘Best Questioner’. In 
addition, Lordswood also claimed the ‘Michael 
Cadbury Personality to Watch’ prize which was 
awarded to Francesca. 

We were all very nervous before the competition 
but this was easily compensated for by the value 
of the event. I feel I speak for all of us when I say 
that this was a great experience which allowed 
us to develop our public speaking and analytical 
skills. It also gave us an opportunity to pit 
ourselves against pupils from grammar and 
private schools in Key Stage four. 

On behalf of my fellow team mates, I would like 
to thank Miss Georgi for helping us to participate 
in the event and giving up her time during lunch 
and after school. 



Lordswood On Trial!
Miss Christian with news of yet 
another competition success
On Saturday 9th March, 14 girls from Years 7, 8 
and 9 took part in the regional heat of the Mock 
Trial Competition, competing against nine other 
schools in the West Midlands.

The Magistrates’ Mock Trial Competition is 
organised and supported by the Citizenship 
Foundation, a charity that aims to inspire people 
to take part in society as equal members of it. In 
particular, it helps young people to understand 
how the law, politics and public life affect them. 
The competition this year included entries from 
400 schools and over 6,000 students. Students 
had the opportunity to prosecute and defend a 
case, work with magistrates and compete with 
other schools.

The team from LGS won both their cases, the 
prosecution securing a guilty verdict against the 
defence team from St Francis of Assissi, and then 
our defence securing a not guilty verdict against 
the prosecution team from Langley School.

The witnesses stood up well to some intense and 
aggressive interrogation from the opposition 
lawyers, and our magistrates were commended 
for their objectivity and knowledge of the law 
and consideration of the weight of evidence.

It was an extremely close competition with LGS 
coming third (winning book tokens and 
certificates) behind King Charles I School in 

second place and King Edward VI in first place.

Magistrates and competition organisers 
commented on the fantastic performance of the 
girls and their exemplary attitude. They were a 
credit to themselves and our school.

Our competitors have been meeting after school 
on a Friday every week since October, sometimes 
until 5.30pm, having spent roughly 30 hours 
training and practising - something that clearly 
paid off after their phenomenal performance on 
the day. They have been extremely committed 
and have demonstrated exactly what hard work 
and dedication can achieve.
 
Our team was:
Ayesha Maqsood  Tapiwa Kadzviti
Maisie Malcolm  Saylah Hussain
Asmita Goswami  Benita Kellay
Samantha Wilson-Walker Guneet Ajayi
Olivia McComb  Ravimbo Tawengwa
Paige Smallman  Imogen Reeves
Emma Watson  Davina Jagpal

The history department were able to run two 
successful trips for the sixth form during 
February and March this year.

Firstly, Year 13 visited the National Cold War 
exhibition at RAF Cosford.  This was an 
opportunity for them to further explore the 
issues they are studying in their Superpower 
Relations unit at A2.  The Students were 
fascinated by the displays, which ranged from 
information on the Cuban Missile Crisis to the 
anti war/nuclear demonstrations of the 1960’s.  
They were also very lucky to be able to meet 
with Mr Brian Conway, a veteran of the Berlin 
Airlift and find out at first hand, what it was like 
to supply West Berlin during the Berlin Blockade 
of 1948.  This was certainly a worthwhile 
experience which was enjoyed by all.

At the end of March, Year 12 were also out and 
about with the History department, when a party 
of eight students and two teachers visited Dublin 
for the weekend.  Although it was cold and there 
was a lot of walking to do, the students 

Out And About In 
History
Mrs Gillett describes a busy start to 
the year for history students

The students also cheekily probed him about his 
taste in music and whether he preferred cats or 
dogs.

The group shared the hotel conference room 
with a selection of representatives from the 
media and even featured on the BBC Midlands 
news.

Once the Q&A session had finished, the students 
then had the unique opportunity to chat to Mo 
informally and even seized the chance to have 
their photograph taken with him and get his 
autograph.

Despite being a little star struck, the students 
thoroughly enjoyed the whole experience and I 
am sure they will cherish the memory for years 
to come.



This term a group of students in Year 10 have 
been visiting City Road Primary School and 
leading an after school club. We have had the 
chance to work with Year 5 and 6s improving 
their skills and team work. From this 
experience we have had the chance to know 
what it is like to work with smaller children and 
how to deliver the lesson that we planned 
ourselves. We have learnt that there are some 
challenges that come with working with younger 
years such as them being so noisy but we 
overcame this with using our special technique 
like the silent frog sign and countdown this 
made us determined to carry on. We have really 
enjoyed the experience and so have the children. 
We would like to continue to work with other 
primary schools. 

Sports Leaders
Alisha Francis from Year 10 describes 
her experience as a Sports Leader

On December 3rd 2012 the French and Spanish 
language competition auditions began. We had 
been preparing for the auditions since October 
and were feeling very nervous. We went into the 
room and interpreted our dialogue in front of Ms 
Siviter and Miss Dhaenens. We were so 
relieved when it was over and when we heard 
the judges’ decision we couldn’t believe it …
we were through, we had got into the regional 
finals! 

The finals were held at Lordswood Girls’ School, 
one week after half term, on the 28th February. 

MFL Language 
Recital Competition
7D’s Hannah Amanuelle and 
Harmeet Johal reflect on a linguistic 
success

A variety of schools from all over Birmingham 
came to the event, but we couldn’t believe how 
many competitors there were. We were so 
excited yet petrified at the same time. We knew 
that we had to perform in front of all these 
people.

Students were there to compete in five different 
categories: First year French, first year 
Spanish, first year German, second year French 
and second year Spanish. We were 
competing in the first year Spanish. The 
competition was tough; everybody had put so 
much effort into dressing up and bringing in 
props in order to make their recital and 
interpretation creative and original. It was just 
fantastic! Petrified, we performed our dialogue in 
front of a panel of judges and awaited the 
decision. We had to wait until everyone, from 
all five categories, had performed. Nervous yet 
excited, we didn’t know whether we were 
going to win or lose. Then, the decisions were 
announced…we were amazed…..we had won 
the first year Spanish!! First place!!! We were 
presented with certificates, prizes and a regional 
winners’ shield! Fantastic, what an honour!!

MFL Language recital competition results:

First year Spanish winners:   
Hanna Amanuel 7D and Harmeet Johal 7D

Second year French winners:   
Ayesha Maqsood 9D  and Maisie Malcolm 9W

Second year Spanish runners up: 
Asmita Goswami 8S and Shannon Jagpal 8S

Years 7, 8 and 9 Homework Club

Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes 
1.30 - 2.00pm in S10
 
Years 10 and 11 Maths support

Tuesdays and Thursday lunchtimes 
1.30pm - 2.00pm in G10

Support From The 
Maths Department
Clubs and suggestions if you’re stuck 
in maths

thoroughly enjoyed their experience and were 
able to extend their understanding of Anglo-Irish 
relations.  As part of the trip students undertook 
a tour of Kilmainham Gaol and saw where 
successive Irish nationalists were imprisoned and 
this certainly gave them a deeper understanding 
of some of the issues they have been studying at 
AS.  The trip was a great success and is sure to be 
repeated in future years.



Could we also give some maths advice? If so how 
about the following:
 
Problem Solving Advice
 
What to do when you’re stuck
• The first rule of how to solve problems, is 

READ the question fully.
• The second rule of how to solve problems is 

READ the question fully.
• Ask yourself what are they actually asking you 

to do. Still stuck? See first two rules again!
• Based on the information given, write down 

all the things you can figure out that you 
know are true.

• If there are any diagrams, add more details 
to them with anything else you have figured 
out.

• If there aren’t any diagrams, draw a picture. A 
picture paints a thousand words!

• Be detectives, give yourself clues, some may 
be useful some not, but don’t worry, we’ll find 
out later on.

• Ask yourself “What do I need to find out first, 
to help me later on?”

• Break down the problem into smaller stages.
• If all else fails, revisit the question with a fresh 

pair of eyes and avoid being stuck on a train 
of thought.

 
What NOT to do when you’re stuck
• Give up. Especially if it’s in timed conditions.
• Read the question again, but too quickly like 

a robot or some kind of rapper.
• Draw smilies, flowers, hearts, superhero      

versions of yourself
• Stare into space.
• Close your questions, fold your arms and 

spend the rest of your valuable not-to-be-
repeated time impersonating a Justin Bieber 
fan at a heavy metal concert.

• See the first point

The Spring term has been a very busy one for the 
geography department. The Year 7s had the 
opportunity to visit the Botanical Gardens in 
Edgbaston to have a closer look at how plants 
adapt to survive in tropical rainforests. 
Furthermore, they completed a backpack 

Goings On In 
Geography
Mr Sami’s relentless trips and visits 
continue

challenge in the Tropical House, which tested 
them on their knowledge. On the same day, the 
Zoolab were invited into school and brought 
some very interesting friends with them. The 
students were given the opportunity to hold and 
learn about many amazing animals such as the 
African Land Snail and the Corn Snake. 

One of our students realises that Cockroaches 
really aren’t that bad after all

Mr Rasool gets to grips (or not) with the Corn Snake

The Year 7s have just completed their homework 
projects about the tropical rainforest and we 
very much look forward to seeing how creative 
they have been.

In other news, the Year 12 AS Geographers will 
be off to the Stansfeld Outdoor Centre in Oxford, 
where they will be conducting a river survey. The 
plans for Iceland 2013/14 are still ongoing. Watch 
this space!





At the end of last term Mrs Leadbetter and Mrs 
Price took 22 sixth form students to London for 
the annual Media Magazine conference.  We had 
a very interesting day listening to a variety of 
speakers and then enjoyed some shopping in 
Covent Garden.

As we arrived in London, we made our way from 
the coach to the media conference. We listened 
to five different talks about different aspects of 
the media. We were first introduced to 
Professor Martin Baker who talked about how 
the media is biased and therefore influences 
us to believe certain things. We met the actors   
Jolyon Rubinstein and Heydon Prowse, from 
the BBC 3 show The Revolution Will be Televised 
and they gave us an insight into what their              
programme was about, as it revolved around the 
use of media. Pete Fraser gave use his 
perspective of a senior examiner for media of 
what to include within our work in order to make 
it as effective as possible.

Following Pete, we listened to former students 
who took media studies at A-level and have gone 
into a profession involving media. From 
journalists to film producers, we heard about 
what it was like to do media and how it is 
necessary in everyday life. We were then given a 
talk on the global media culture and 
identity from Dr Shakuntala who talked about 
how media is not present in all parts of the world 
as technology is not available yet, it is still 
important to report on what happens around 
the world. Paul Lewis gave a talk on the news 
and how social media such as Twitter and 
Facebook, helped journalists gain information. 
Corin Hardy, well known for working with ‘The 
Prodigy’ and ‘Ed Sheeren’ gave us an insight into 
what the director world is like and how he 
created the videos to be so effective.

The conference finished at around 4pm and we 
made our way to the underground to travel to 
Covent Garden. We climbed down an 
endless amount of stairs to the platform where 
we boarded a busy train. As we arrived in 
Covent Garden, we climbed up the stairs and 

Some of the Level 3 Health & Social Care Year 13 
students enjoyed an adventurous trip to London 
on 13th March 2013. They faced bright sunshine, 
snow fall and packed commuter tubes and 
enjoyed every minute! The trip was an 
enrichment activity for students as they near the 
end of their course and was organised as a “well 
done” for working so hard throughout their two 
year course. 

The students behaved impeccably and dealt with 
the business of London very well; for most, this 
was their first trip to the Capital.  The students 
had an open-top bus tour, taking in all the main 
attractions of central London as well as 
visiting the landmark Harrods and enjoying time 
exploring Covent Garden and the famous 
market there. The students gained enormously 
from this experience and Mr Guppy, who was 
also part of the trip, and myself would like to 
thank each and every student for making the day 
such fun and creating lasting memories for us all. 
Well done girls!

Well Done To The 
Health & Social Care 
Girls!
Miss Millington on a celebratory trip 
to the capital

Enjoying the sights of Picadilly Circus

Media Magazine 
Conference
A Level Media Studies student Lisa 
Karra reflects on a day spent in 
London

resorted to using the lifts to arrive in the centre 
of Covent Garden. We were given time to 
explore the shops and experience the 
atmosphere of London. We headed back to the 
coach at 6pm and made our three hour journey 
back to school.



RE and SLAM Week

The RE Team reflect on how the RE dispositions  
relate to themes explored in SLAM week.

Being modest and listening to others -  this 
shows that you appreciate others’ views and 
value their opinion.  Listening to others is 
important.  

Being hopeful and visionary -  without hope you 
would simply give up.  This disposition helps us 
to be positive and look forward.  

Being merciful and forgiving - to forgive is 
important because it shows maturity. What 
would the world be like without forgiveness?
 
RE and the News

This term we have been researching the election 
of a new Pope in the Roman Catholic Church.

On 28th February 2013 Pope Benedict XVI’s                     
resignation from the Catholic Church shocked 
the world as he is the first man in his position 
to do so in almost six centuries.  The 85 year old 
claims that old age and his declining health are 
his reasons for resigning. 

How is a new Pope elected?
A Pope is selected from the most senior 
members of the Catholic faith (known as 
Cardinals) and there are currently 203 across 
69 different countries. However, a maximum of 
120 are involved in the election of a new Pope. 
Although it is traditional to elect a Cardinal as 
Pope, it is technically feasible for any male 
Catholic (as long as they are baptised) to be 
elected. 

Pope Francis was elected on 13th March 2013.  
This was the second day of Cardinals meeting 
and a result of the fifth ballot.
 

The Latest From The 
RE Team
Mrs Stevens and the RE Team discuss 
recent events

Goodbye to Stabiz

In May 2011 a group of Year 9 students 
embarked on their business studies education. 
To my delight they were engaged, enthusiastic 
and aspiring entrepreneurs. Consequently the 
students launched their business “Stabiz”.

“Stabiz” became established in the school selling 
various treats, hot chocolate at Christmas and 
planting daffodils and making lovely bouquets 
for sale. Unfortunately due to the pressure of 
exams this year, the students involved in “Stabiz” 
have decided to stop trading.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate the students on their achievements 
and efforts and the business studies department 
look forward to a re-launch in the next academic 
year!

Understanding Alton Towers

60 business studies students from Years 10-13 
visited Alton Towers on the 26th March to 
understand the resort as a business and tourist 
attraction. Students were invited to a 
presentation and were given the opportunity to 
ask questions relating to the GCSE, BTEC and A 
level specifications they are currently studying. 

Students were enthusiastic, well behaved and an 
asset to the school! 

Well done business students!

The Latest Business 
In Business Studies
Mrs Waraich on her students’ 
exploits



designed to help both pupils and teachers keep 
track of independent reading. 

Pupils pick books within the reading levels they 
have been given by their teacher after they 
completed a STAR test, and once they have read 
their book they can complete a quiz on the 
website which helps to ensure they have 
understood what they have just read. Pupils 
should attempt the quiz no more than 48 hours 
after reading the book.

Targets are set by their English teacher at the 
start of each term. Parents who would like to 
monitor their child’s progress can do so using the 
Home Connect website. The link to which can be 
found on the school website under the heading 
‘Parents’. You will need your child’s login details 
which you should have received recently either 
at the Parents Evenings or via your child.

Also, as part of the scheme, pupils are given 
certificates along with prizes for ‘milestones’ 
such as completing 10 quizzes and achieving 
their targets. In the school library we have a 
Reading Wall of Fame, a Word Millionaire board  
and a 100% club to celebrate pupil’s success.
Since September 2012 Year 7, 8 & 9 pupils have 
read over 120,891,885 words, 2,618 books and 
taken 3,273 quizzes!

A special mention should go to 7D who between 
them have read a staggering 11,187,065 words, 
well done and keep it up!!

All pupils should be congratulated on their 
efforts but a special mention should go to three 
pupils who have read over two million words 
each!

Aman Sunner 7R   2,003,692
Salma Mahmood 8S  2,433,363
Patience Kanjira 9G  2,568,344  

Also congratulations to those pupils who have 
done exceptionally well on their quizzes.

Laiba Shah 7W                98%
Olivia McComb 9D         98.6%
Maisie Robertson 7D     97.8%
Davina Jagpal 7D             97.3%

Well done!

As the Spring Term ends we have a lot to 
celebrate! 

All KS3 pupils are involved in the Accelerated 
Reading Scheme, a computer programme which 
has a dedicated website that can be accessed by 
pupils using their own unique login details. It is 

Accelerated 
Reading
Mrs Ashford with congratulations!

Interesting  facts students have been studying  
in RE this term...

People believe that some dreams can be a direct        
revelation from God.

There’s four different types of Greek love: Agape, 
Eros, Phillia and Storge.

Sikhs believe that the Guru’s teachings provide a    
framework to help them live their lives in a 
pleasing way to God.

Buddhists believe that suffering is a part of our 
lives and try to deal with suffering through 
meditation.

There are many types of suffering, for example 
man made, natural, physical and emotional etc.

Mahatma Gandhi influenced Martin Luther King.
  
R.E. Quiz 

Prizes to be won!!
1. Who developed situation ethics?
2. What was the name of the Hindu statue that 
performed a miracle and drank milk?
3. Who was Martin Luther King Jr  inspired from 
for his “I have a dream” speech?
4. In Judaism, how many stages of heaven are 
there?
5. Of the 99 names of Allah, Ar-Rahman means…
6. Name the four noble truths in Buddhism?
7. What is the name of the place of worship in 
Sikhism? 

To enter this quiz: Answer on lined paper and 
submit to an R.E. teacher by 19th April 2013. 

Remember to put your name and your review 
group on your entry. The winner will be selected 
randomly from all of the full mark entries. 

Good luck!!! 



Students have continued to be busy designing 
and making his term. 

Year 11 students are coming to the end of 
their courses and their controlled assessment 
will need to be completed for final submission 
shortly after the Easter break. So if your daughter 
is studying one of the GCSE disciplines please 
support her in the final finishing touches of the 
controlled assessment. Following on from this 

What’s New In 
Design & 
Technology?
Mrs Faulkner with the latest from her 
department

“Evidence shows that when parents encourage 
their children to read for pleasure they help them 
develop stronger literacy and communication 
skills”. www.enjoyingreading.co.uk

Family Reading Boxes are available to all Year 7 
and 8 pupils and have been put together by the 
school library to promote reading for pleasure 
and encourage students, parents and other 
family members to read together.

The boxes include 20 titles which range from 
preschool books, teenage dramas and classics 
to cookery and fiction for older readers.  A full 
list of titles can be found on the library section 
of the school website. The whole collection of 
books will be on loan to each family for up to 
one month.

In order to loan a family box, students will need 
to get a consent slip signed by their parent/
guardian and bring their library card with them 
to the library. If preferred, parents are welcome 
to collect the boxes after school on Wednesdays 
at 2.15pm. Boxes can be returned in the same 
way. 

Should you have any enquiries please contact 
Mrs Ashford.

Family Reading
Mrs Ashford with news of a new 
library scheme

revision will be a priority both in lessons and for 
homework.

Looking forward to the summer term, Year 8 
students will have the opportunity to go on a 
visit to the Centre for Alternative Technology in 
Wales. Last year the students really enjoyed this 
experience and details of this trip will be 
circulated after the break. Some students from 
Abbey Junior will also be joining us in June to 
take part in Shine week celebrations. This 
involves the students taking part in lots of 
activities from cooking to bridge building!

Our students have been outstanding in their 
contributions to charity, particularly the 
non-perishable food items donation to 
Birmingham’s Food Bank. The Marketing Policy 
and Practice Group wanted to focus on the 
impact of the recession on families in our local 
vicinity so our students have an understanding 
of the struggles faced by less fortunate families. 
The implications of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer’s budget announcements will result 
in more changes and possible difficulties that 
will affect more families on a daily basis.

The social, moral, spiritual and cultural (SMSC) 
links to this charity event were evident as many 
students commented on how this charitable 
event made them feel……

“I wasn’t aware this was happening so close to 
where we lived, I’m glad I’ve made a difference.”

“I won’t take for granted the meals my parents 
prepare for me.”

“We should do this again and help more people.”

“I didn’t know that the recession meant people 
suffered so badly.”

Collections of non-perishable items will continue 
during the first week of the summer term and 
the hundreds of items donated by our students 
will be delivered to the Birmingham Central Food 
Bank. For more information about this cause 
visit: www.birminghamcentral.foodbank.org.uk

Birmingham Food 
Bank
Help LGS to help others



Four students in US12 are bungee jumping for 
charity over the Easter break. The adventurous 
students, Gerta Hasa, Maariyah Ashraf, Raj Dhesi 
and Skye Firkins will take the 160ft plunge on 
Sunday 14th April 2013 at the West Midlands 
Water Ski Centre in Tamworth. They will be 
raising money for the Queen Alexandra College 
in Birmingham who specifically help people who 
are blind, visually impaired and learners with 
Asperger Syndrome and/or Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders. 

Good Luck!

Sixth Form Charity 
Fundraising
Mrs Waraich brings news of a daring 
fundraising scheme

After nearly six years at Lordswood I am moving 
on to a new job down in Kent. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time here at Lordswood and it has 
been a great experience and a privilege to work 
with such fantastic students! I feel very proud of 
them and I am sure they will go on to achieve 
great things! 

Thank you for your support.  I will miss the 
school, students and staff very much.

A Fond Farewell...
Miss Pickford says her goodbyes after 
nearly six years at Lordswood

Collections for the Food Bank will continue 
during the first week of the summer term before 
school each morning.

The regular quiz night will be held on Thursday 
6th June to raise money for Future Leaders UCC 
in Ghana.  More details will follow soon but start 
getting your teams together and your brains in 
gear now!

ICT club is held in F8 at lunchtimes and after 
school.

Don’t Forget!
A couple of reminders

Since October, we have been involved in a six 
month project run by the EDT called the 
Engineering Education Scheme.  So far, we are 
enjoying the experience as it means we are able 
to work alongside engineers from the industry 
while being involved in a project which requires 
us to find a solution to a problem given. Our 
particular school has been working with Aero 
Engine Controls, who are a subsidiary of the Rolls 
Royce group. The specification given was that we 
needed to create a unit in which a harness can 
be tested for faulty connections. This means we 
have been exploring areas of Electrical 
Engineering and Programming. 

In December we were invited to a three day 
residential at Birmingham University. This meant 
we were about to spend a concentrated amount 
of time working on the project to find a 
solution, with support from the engineers. We 
were also able to meet fellow students who were 
also involved in the scheme through various 
social activities the organisers planned for the 
teams. 

Lordswood’s Young 
Engineers
Hemma Sangha, Harriet McQuitty, 
Elizabeth Palmer and Alero Kpiasi on 
what they have been up to recently

Currently we are in the midst of writing a report, 
informing the company of our findings and the 
solutions/recommendations we give. At the end 
of April we will be invited to a celebration and 
assessment day where we will be presenting our 
findings to a panel. 

Part of the girls’ work with Aero Engine Controls



Lordswood News

Week Commencing 
17th June   Year 12 Work 
    Experience week
Week Commencing 
24th June   Post 18 Options 
    week – Year 12

Thurs 27th June  BTEC Summer 
    Performance

Fri 28th June   Year 11 Prom

Weds 3rd July  New Year 7 
    Induction Day & 
    Evening

Mon 8th July  INSET Day School 
    closed to students

Week Commencing 
8th July   Year 7 Reviews with 
    parents

Thurs 11th July  Oscars Evening & 
    Digital Arts Fest

Mon 15th July  Whole School   
    PSHEE day

Tues 16th July  Whole School 
    Sports Day

Weds 17th July  Whole School 
    Enterprise day
    Summer Fayre 
    2.15–3.30pm

Thurs 18th July  Celebrating 
    Success Evening

Fri 19th July   School Breaks up  
    for students

Mon 22nd July  INSET Day School 
    closed to students

Tues 23rd July  INSET Day School 
    closed to students
  

Mon 15th April  Normal School Day

Week commencing 
15th April   KS3 Exams all week

Thurs 18th April  Year 7 Parents’ 
    Evening

Fri 19th April   Non-uniform day

Week Commencing 
22nd April   KS3 Exams all week 

Tues 23rd April  GCSE Music 
    Concert 6-7.30pm

Thurs 25th April  Year 11 GCSE 
    Rehearsal for 
    parents

Thurs 9th May  Heart of 
    Lordswood 
    Evening

Thurs 23rd & 
Fri 24th May   Year 8 Geography 
    Field Trip

Fri 24th May   School Breaks up 
    3.00 pm

Mon 27th – 
Fri 31st May   Half term

Mon 3rd June  Normal School Day

Week Commencing 
3rd June   Year 10 reviews 
    with parents

Thurs 6th June  Ghana Quiz 
    evening 7-9 pm

Fri 7th June  Non-uniform Day 

Week Commencing 
10th June   Year 12 Work 
    Experience week
    Year 8 reviews with 
    parents

Diary Dates


