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Lordswood News

A Letter From The
Headteacher
Dear Parents,

I hope that you will enjoy reading the final
newsletter of the year which reflects the many
talents and successes of our students.
There have been a number of sporting successes
this term in both netball and rounders. In addition,
the first DofE cohort are completing their final
practice expedition next weekend in preparation
for their final assessment in September. I wish
the students success in this award and would like
to acknowledge the hard work and effort by Mr
Guppy, Mr Trewin and Mr Fox in setting up the
scheme, something that has been an ambition of
the school for some time. We also learnt this week
that 41 year 8 and 9 students have successfully
achieved the Arts Award (bronze level). In addition,
the Geography Department has been successful
in gaining the MetMark in recognition of excellent
weather teaching. Well done to all!
As I write this letter, students are preparing for this
year’s school production of Annie. I hope that many
of you will be joining us at one of the performances.
There has been some fantastic work within the
arts this year and the Arts Showcase which took
place earlier in the year gave a brief flavour of the
exceptional talent that resides within the school.
This term there has been a quite exceptional art
exhibition, followed a week later by an outstanding
recital evening with performances from our A Level
and GCSE musicians, including a guest performance
from a student in last year’s A Level group who is
now studying music at the Conservatoire. The arts
are very much to be valued, adding, as they do, so
much to the ethos of the school. Last week saw the
launch of our Friends of the Arts initiative – further
information can be found in this newsletter. More
information will be available at the final concert of
the year on Tuesday 18th July.
If you have been into school recently, you will have
seen the progress of the build. As I look at the mud,
I find it hard to imagine that by December there will
be a brand new sixth form centre standing there

with an almost completed sports hall
behind! The build is on schedule after
a much delayed start due to the late
release of funding from the Education
and Skills Funding Agency. We are also
moving forward with the development of the
artificial football pitch which is being funded by
Birmingham City Council and will be available for
community/club use out of school hours. This is
expected to be completed by January.
In this letter you will also find a letter from the
Chair of the Trust regarding Lordswood Boys’
School which will be separating from Lordswood in
September.
At the end of this term we are very sadly saying
goodbye to a number of staff, some of whom have,
through their long and distinguished career, made
a significant contribution to the school. Miss Davies
has been covering for Ms Smith in art this year
and we thank her for all her work. Many students
will have been supported by Mrs Hanns and Mrs
Redmond (Teaching Assistants) in their learning
and most students will, at some stage of their time
at Lordswood, have enjoyed the teaching of Miss
Clarke in DT or Miss Dignon in history and some
the teaching of Mr McManus in Business Studies;
Mr McManus has also taught students at the
Boys’ School, providing support when the Head
of Business left. Miss Dignon, as Director of Sixth
Form, has played a key role in the development
of the sixth form and countless students have
not only benefited from her support with their
university applications but have also been inspired
to study history or politics at university. Miss Young,
Academy Director of Intervention & Inclusion, like
Mr McManus, is retiring at the end of this term. She
has been instrumental not only in ensuring the wellbeing and success of students requiring support but
also in ensuring that safeguarding at both schools is
recognised by both Ofsted and the Local Authority
as an area of strength. Mr Pearce, Associate
Headteacher, is also retiring, although will continue
to provide some support for school improvement.
Miss Sheward, Associate Headteacher, has worked
with me across both schools and has played a
key role in improving the curriculum and post16 provision. She has been heavily involved in
establishing both the basketball and football
academies and so many students and staff owe

much to her care, support and experience. She will
be using her wealth of experience as a consultant
with the Birmingham Education Partnership. We
wish all staff well as they move on from Lordswood
and thank them for everything that they have done.
The summer term ends at 12 noon on Friday 21st
July and the school resumes students in all years
on Wednesday 6th September. The start time is
different for each group:
Year 7 		
Year 8		
Year 9		
Year 10
Year 11
Year 12 & 13

8:30am
9:30am
10am
9am
10:30am
11:15am

I should like to wish you all an enjoyable and
relaxing summer.
With all good wishes

the Priority Schools Building Programme to enable
Lordswood Boys’ School to be completely rebuilt.
Lordswood Boys’ School was inspected in October
2016 and was no longer deemed to require special
measures although there remain serious weaknesses.
Since 2014, the Trust has been in discussions with the
Department for Education and the Regional Schools
Commissioner with regard to support for the school
and the need to find a sponsor with the resources to
support the school on its journey to outstanding. It has
taken some time, but we are pleased to announce that
a sponsor for the school has now been found and that,
from 1st September 2017, Lordswood Boys School will
be sponsored by Central Academies Trust (CAT). You
will find an introduction to CAT from their CEO, David
Kershaw, at the end of this letter. It is important to
stress that there will be no changes to the school day,
the school uniform or the school leadership and the
rebuilding of Lordswood Boys’ School will still be going
ahead.
On behalf of Lordswood Academies Trust, I should like
to thank parents for their support of the school and
wish all staff and students well for the future.
Yours sincerely,

Mrs Jane Götschel
Headteacher

A Letter From Paul
Brownsword

The Chair of Governors with news of
developments involving Lordswood Boys’
School
Dear Parents,
I am aware that many of you were unable to attend
the meetings earlier in the year when the Executive
Headteacher outlined the Trust’s plans for the ongoing
development of Lordswood Boys’ School.
Since 2012-13, when the Trust were asked to support
Lordswood Boys’ School, the school has been part of
the Lordswood Academies Trust. The Trust’s request
that the school should be sponsored was not agreed
by the DfE and the Trust has therefore had to support
Lordswood Boys’ School without the resources to tackle
both inadequacies in teaching and facilities. Over the
last 4 years, there have been many changes to get
the school to the point where it is fully staffed with
specialist staff, committed to improving outcomes for
children and a senior leadership team which is fully
focused on school improvement. In addition, Lordswood
Academies Trust has successfully secured funding under

Paul Brownsword
Chair of Lordswood Academies Trust

CAT (Central Academies Trust)
Strategic Plan
2017 – 2022
Vision
• Outstanding Schools for ALL Learners – Staff and
Students
Ethos, Principles and Rationale
• Every Student Matters
Central Academies Trust (CAT) believes every
student has potential and therefore can succeed,
even in the most challenging circumstances.
• Quality Learning
All Central Academies Trust Schools will be led
by inspirational leaders who are driven by
a desire to focus on quality of learning and the
recruitment, development and support of
outstanding staff.
• High Expectations of Behaviour and Attendance
All Central Academies Trust Schools will have the

•

•

highest expectations of behaviour and
attendance, they will be calm, orderly learning
communities, developing mutual respect
between students and students, and students
and adults.
No Excuses
All Central Academies Trust Schools will have
teachers, working in partnership with support
staff, parents, carers, Governors, other agencies
and the local community, to ensure all students
reach their potential. There will be no excuses
for underachievement.
No Islands
All Central Academy Trust Schools will be 		
supported and challenged to develop sustainable
improvement by sharing their expertise across
the primary and secondary sector. School to
school cooperation is the essence of our Trust.

Strategic Focus
To achieve our five year vision, our strategy will
concentrate on the following key issues:
• Outstanding educational outcomes and experiences
for all our students.
• Quality of Learning, Teaching and Assessment.
• The professional development (CPD) of all our staff
aligned to high quality performance management
structures.
• Sustainability and value for money across the Trust.
• Quality and effectiveness of Leadership and
Governance.
Dr David Kershaw CBE, JP, MA

June 2017

Many Congratulations
From Achievement
Co-ordinators

Well deserved commendations and award
winners from the Achievement
Co-ordinator team

The Achievement Co-ordinators would like to
congratulate the following students on their outstanding
achievement in the following subject areas. Mrs Peniket
said of the current Year 7 students, “The Year 7 students
of 2016/17 have been an outstanding year group in
terms of behaviour, organisation, commitment to work
and resilience. This year group raised a total of £1,509
for the LEPRA charity, and £224 for Macmillan, in the
autumn term. I wish them all the best as they move up
to Year 8 and look forward to watching them flourish at
Lordswood Girls’ School.”
Mr Baker said that Year 8 and Year 9 students have
demonstrated a fantastic commitment to their
learning within their subjects and their involvement
in enrichment activities. A team of year 9 students

performed superbly by winning the International
Women in Engineering Day, held at Birmingham
City University. There was a gold medal won at the
school indoor rowing finals. Students have also
achieved success in extracurricular activities in music,
mathematics, MFL and dance to name but a few.
Miss Pickford said that for the short time she has been
Achievement Co-ordinator for year 10 she has been
impressed with the sense of community and support
the students offer each other. Year 10 have been
involved with numerous events this year, including Arts
exhibitions, sports leaders award, visits to the town hall
and a Kenya competition in geography. Year 10 were
also involved in the fantastic end of term recital evening
which showcased their musical talents. She would like
to wish the Year 10 students well as they go into Year
11, and encourage them to hold on to the sense of
community and support they have engendered this year.
Year 7 winners
Claudia Bryan		
Emma Degg		
Eve Yarker 		

Headteacher’s award for 		
academic excellence and progress
Kindness Cup

Maths			
English			
MFL			
PE			
Art			
Science		
Food			
Textiles		
Music			
Drama			
RE			
Computing		
Geography		
History			

Nikitha Gill
Theodora Tora
Lydia White
Nour Abdel-Dayem
Melika Hussain
Amalie Stanway
Daya Bachada
Holly Freeman
Macaiah Darman
Betsy Merrell
Reeha Saleema
Donia Jawid
Karina Gangotra
Sumaiyah Khan

Year 8 winners
Caitlin Norman
			
Farah Shah		

Headteacher’s award for
academic excellence and progress
service to the school community

Maths			
English			
MFL			
PE			
Art			
Science		
Citizenship		
Food			
Music			
Drama			
RE			
Computing		
Geography		
History			

Ellie Macdonald-Stanton
Ria Mehta
Eve Casey
Abigail Parker
Samira Hamizi
Samantha Middleton
Bonneeta Braich-Bains
Sarah Inman-Olguin
Ella Thrush
Farah Shah
Ariana Ahmadzadeh
Manpreet Sahota
Jaskirat Kaur
Seonti Thompson

Year 9 winners
Saniyah Mahmood
			
Natalie Ugorji		

Headteacher’s award for
academic excellence and progress
service to the school community

Maths			
English			
MFL			
PE			
Art			
Science		
Citizenship		
Textiles		
Music			
Drama			
RE			
Computing		
Geography		
History			

Adna Hassan
Parveen Kaur
Sofina Amin
Luka Emanuel
Amanapreet Johal
Deeba Nassari
Navdeep Shoker
Nicole Chikandwa
Lucinda Benton-Hawthorn
Shenay Arscott
Joely Howard
Laila Farooq
Karandeep Kaur
Kelly Chikandwa

Year 10 winners
Saba Shahzad		
			
Manisha Sidhu		

Headteacher’s award for
academic excellence and progress
service to the school community

Maths			
English			
MFL			
PE			
History			
Geography		
Art			
Science		
RE			
Music			
Drama			
Business Studies
Media Studies		
IT			

Leilani Merrell
Mariam Naseem
Lotti Slowik
Jasmine Gill
Chantelle Tambwanaye
Bismah Mumtaz
Isabel Henry
Angharad Pearce
Iqra Ahmed
Jasmine Belle
Nina Piotrowska
Aliya Hussain
Jasleen Sihra
Hannah Spash

Chemistry			
Bushra Akhtar
English Literature		
Haneefa Muhammed
Health and Social Care
Jasdeep Johal
				
Nayyab Ishfaq
				
Sameena Mohammad
History				
Saarah Nisaa
ICT				
Tianesha Sanghera
				
Saleha Bibi
Mathematics			
Ayesha Maqsood		
				
Angelina Kalsi
Media Studies			
Christopher Williams
				Buuh Roble
Music				
Isobel Hinton
Performing Arts		
Leo Van Zeller
Physics				
Page Smallman
Psychology			
Saarah Nisaa
RE				
Bushra Akhtar
Sociology			
Amanpreet Bhopal
Spanish			
Valentina Zanetto
Sport				
Jorawar Shokker
				
Leo Van Zeller

End Of Term For The
Sixth Form Centre
Ms Dignon rounds up the year

Year 13
Congratulations to the class of 2017 who celebrated
their time at Lordswood Sixth Form Centre at the end
of year assembly. As is tradition, the students turned up
dressed to impress ready to continue their celebrations
after the formal school event. We wish them all the very
best with their examination results in the summer and
with all of their future plans.
Well done to the Year 13 subject award winners:
Applied Science		
Jayden Bryan-Walker
				
Farzana Akhtar
Art				
Saylah Hussain
Biology				
Sophie Caprioli
Business			
Rais Rehman
				
Cameron Kooner

Year 13 students dressed in their finest on their final day
Year 12
Planning for their future
As Year 13 graduate, the Year 12s are now fully involved
in planning for their future pathways. Throughout
the month of June we organised a number of events
to help inform students about the myriad of options
available to them post-Sixth Form. These included a
parent information evening, a trip to Aston University,
the University of Birmingham Open Day and the UCAS
convention held at the NEC. Students also spent time
in school learning about gap years, apprenticeship

pathways and setting up their UCAS on-line application
accounts.
Learning about the role of education in the US penal
system
We were happy to welcome Laura Nicklin accompanied
by Joshua Stubbs (Lordswood alumnus) from the
University of York. They delivered 2 full day workshops
to Year 12 students based around Laura’s research in
the USA about education and its role in rehabilitating
prisoners. The students had the opportunity to
debate whether prisons should deliver an education
programme in an attempt to decrease rates of re
offending or whether this is a privilege that should be
denied to those who have been convicted of a crime.
Muhammed Raza participated in the workshop and this
was his report:
“York University led the programme ‘Education on Air’
which is more or less a taster for what University is like.
I sat through a lecture, which was quite packed with
information and I had to process that information ready
for the seminar we had afterwards. By doing so I learnt
the key differences between a lecture and a seminar;
lectures are packed with information and is the note
taking stage, whereas seminars are when you expand
your knowledge by interacting with the teachers and
your peers. We had group tasks to complete research
and create a compelling argument supporting our point
of view that we would argue in front of the entire class.
I learnt many key skills from organisation to working
efficiently under pressure and overall it has made me
more comfortable with the university lifestyle. I’d highly
recommend anyone thinking of going to university to
try it out since it’s very effective at easing the transition
from sixth form to university. Moreover, the staff from
York University did an excellent job in delivering the
session and I appreciated their visit.”

Mathematics			
Ibrahim Mansoor
				Neila Dalir
Media Studies			
Liberty Richardson
				
Zain Syed
Photography			
Ho Lung Lee
Physics				
Dominic MacGowan
Psychology			
Sukpreet Bains
RE				
Abbie Thompson
Sociology			
Tamara McKoy
Sport				
Harry O’Shaugnessey
				
Simao Miles

Catch Up With Art

Miss Tooley rounds up the year in the Art
Department
Crafts Council Jewellery Making Project
This term Lordswood Girls’ school have been lucky
enough to have been working with jewellery designer
Vanessa Miller on a Crafts council project called ‘Make
Your Future’. Vanessa has delivered three whole
day workshops to 30 of our Year 8 students and has
undertaken a two day residency which more than 90
students, staff and parents took part in. The electroetching project, during which Vanessa demonstrated
how to use salt solutions and re-purposed mobile phone
chargers to etch a design onto copper, resulted in 6
finished group necklaces and a large school emblem
which will be on display at the School of Jewellery
between the 10th and 29th July before taking pride of
place back at school. The workshops were a fantastic
way to learn new skills and allowed students to work
together in groups in a creative manner.

Well done to the Year 12 subject award winners:
Applied Science		
Nisha Malhi
Arezoe Wahid
Art				
Zoya Ahmed
Biology				
Ibrahim Mansoor
Business			
Prabjot Kaur
				
Kevin Pepmarku
Chemistry			
Salma Mahmood
Computer Science		
Deanna Woodhouse				
Hawkins
English Language &
Literature			
Heather Byrne
English Literature		
Rahmina Zabin
Film Studies			
Laurenc Kurbiba
Government and Politics
Keeley Close
Health and Social Care
Tammana Ali
				
Lauren Brown
				
Jamelia Harris
History				
Abbie Thompson
ICT				
Arezoe Wahid
				Prabjot Kaur
				
Kiran Kaur Sanghera
LGS elctro-etchings on display at the School of Jewellery

End of Year Exhibition
On Thursday 22nd June the art rooms were transformed
into a gallery space and the department held a private
view for students and parents from years 11 and 13.
The event was well attended and hosted special guest
judges from the Ikon gallery and the Barber Institute
of Fine arts. Saylah Hussain, Flora Maycock, Ruvimbo
Tawengwa, Priya Malhi, Aisha Yasin, Rachel Masiywa
and Jasmine Davis were awarded prizes but both judges
agreed that the quality of the artwork was outstanding.
They particularly liked the fact that many of the
students had expressed thoughtful and personal views
on current issues within society and had used a broad
range of artistic materials to do so.
Over the following five days the exhibition was visited by
staff, students and residents from the local community
who were all hugely complimentary about the pieces
on display. The art department are immensely proud of
our students and wish them the best of luck when their
results come out in August.

Visitors enjoy the opening night of the exhibition
Arts Award
Arts Award students have been working hard to
complete their qualification this term and have been
focusing on sharing their skills with other people.
Students from the art group shared drawing and
shading skills, mono-printing skills and stencil cutting
skills with groups of students from Years 7 and 9. The
skill share activities allowed the Arts Award students the
opportunity to develop their leadership skills and get
a taste of what teaching art is like! The students who
took part really enjoyed learning new skills and all had
positive things to say about their new teachers.

Students during the Arts Award skill share sessions

Year 10 Art GCSE Trip
Year 10 art students were given the opportunity to
attend the Degree Show at Birmingham City University.
The groups visited Parkside Campus where they got
to see exhibitions from Illustration, Photography,
Architecture and Textiles. Students were able to ask
current degree students and lecturers questions about
the work and life at university. It was good to see the
students being intrigued by the work that was exhibited
and using it as inspiration for their own art projects. The
trip also allowed the students to understand the high
standard of degree work and consider possible career
paths for their own futures.

News From The
School Council

A year’s review from the Council
The School Council has accomplished plenty this year
in regard to the multiple events and activities that
have been organised for the students to take part in
and enjoy. The start of the year marks the momentous
reopening of the radio station, a highly beneficial facility
that has not been utilised in the past. The Executive
School Council worked hard to ensure that this would
no longer be the case by spending time with the
technicians, who taught us how to independently use
the equipment. In doing so, we gained the valuable
expertise necessary to host our own live shows which
took place on several occasions in the autumn term.
These consisted of music, relevant updates and notices,
in addition to a Q&A with the Head herself. Proving
to be a valuable means of communication within the
school, the School Council will endeavour to make sure
that the radio station is used on a regular basis next
year.
This year has been incredibly busy for the fundraising
team, we have done everything from judging bake
offs to hosting talent shows! Each year group has
successfully participated in their own fundraising event
and raised some extra money for charity. Highlights for
this year include, the year 10 dance show and year 9
talent show, where both years showcased their amazing
talents. Another memorable event of this year was the
bake off, which raised money for a screening of ‘Girl
Rising’. Next year, we would like to see the ongoing
‘Girl Rising’ fundraising project continued by the School
Council. Hopefully we will be able to screen the film
on International Women’s Day 2018 and educate the
community on such a crucial issue. Leading such a
fundamental group within the School Council has been
challenging, rewarding and hectic all at the same time!
Miss Pickford is certain that the team will continue to
plan fun and intuitive events for the year ahead and
would like to thank the whole school for their immense
generosity this year.
Communication between students and the Council
has been a focus point for this current year and the

Councillors have supported this by regularly attending
the Thursday meeting with a positive attitude and
willingness to represent the views of their review group
in a positive manner. We would therefore like to thank
the form representatives for their co-operation with
the Executive and Leadership team, contributing to the
overall productive and efficient environment.
More notably, the bike shed placed in the upper
playground was provided for us by an outside
organisation that seeks to encourage more students to
cycle to school. Students have been requesting a bike
shed for quite some time so the Council is pleased that
that we now have a place for them to secure their bikes.
The School Council Leadership team have thoroughly
enjoyed managing School Council this year since it has
allowed us to get involved in many exciting activities
that would not have otherwise been available to us.
A special thanks should be given to Ms Pickford who
has been coordinating the School Council for three
years but will now be focusing her attention on her
role as Achievement Co-ordinator for Years 10 and
11. Nevertheless, we wish all the best to Mrs Riley
who be overseeing the running of School council from
September and to Trinity, Sanjana and Anisa who will
continue with their role on the Executive Committee.

Terrific Tennis!

Students reflect on a trip to the Aegon
Classic tennis championships

“On Monday 19th June, I and 11 other students went
on an outing to Edgbaston Priory Club for a day out
learning, playing and watching tennis. We arrived early
and had fun playing tennis with each other until it was
time to start.

Students enjoying the tennis on one of the hottest days
of the year
We went into the actual site and wandered around for
a couple of hours. We ate our lunch and then watched
some matches by professional players. We were also
given bags containing information about the day. In the
afternoon, we all met up again and were coached with

tips about playing tennis. We played various games to
help teach us different aspects of tennis playing and
then we filled in a booklet. We learned lots of tennis
facts and played lots of games. It was a great day out
and we would encourage others to get involved in tennis
too. At Lordswood, tennis happens on Wednesdays after
school and is coached by experts.”
Caitlin Norman
“In June, a group of people showed interest to go on
a PE trip to watch and play tennis at Edgbaston Priory
as part of the Aegon Classic. When we arrived we
played some tennis on the practice courts, then when
Aegon opened we watched professionals practising on
the courts or playing matches. We then had a tennis
training session with another school - being taught by
a coach. The day was extremely pleasant and a great
involvement for everyone who went. I really enjoyed
the day at Aegon, would go again and I recommend you
to go next time.”
Abigail Parker

History And
Citizenship Review

Ms Christian on what’s being going on in
humanities
Putting Global Citizenship into Action!
“We are all citizens of the world just trying to make it a
little better, working towards a society based on social
justice.”
This term students learned about the concept of
global citizenship. In particular, students focused on
the concept of social justice - justice in terms of the
distribution of wealth, opportunities, and privileges
within a society where people (irrespective of ethnic
origin, gender, possessions, race and religion) are to be
treated equally and without prejudice.
Students thought about how other people’s ideas and
actions can have a huge impact on others and help
make their lives better. They were asked how they could
take a small action to make someone else’s life just that
little bit better, and their assignment was to take one
action each week, for example:
• Talk to someone at school you normally don’t have
time for, or who you think you would not have much
in common with.
• Make friends with those new to school or country.
• Ring a friend or family member who is ill or doesn’t
get out much.
• When you see homeless people, try not to make
judgements, or imagine they could be someone you
know.
• Speak up about something that feels wrong/
unethical at school or home.
• Learn about how someone else lives in another
country to better understand the differences in the
world.

Remember, You can make the world a better place with
JUST ONE ACTION, but it needs to be ONE JUST ACTION.

If you are in Year 8 and interested in auditioning, then
please sign up!

Learning About Refugees
Refugee Week takes place every year across the world
in the week around World Refugee Day on the 20 June.
In the UK, Refugee Week is a nationwide programme of
arts, cultural and educational events that celebrate the
contribution of refugees to the UK, and encourages a
better understanding between communities.

Reflecting on Civil Rights Heroes
This term, Year 8 historians have studied how the ideas
of racial equality were achieved through the Civil Rights
Movement in the USA and the anti-apartheid movement
in South Africa. Two students reflect on learning about
their civil rights heroes:

Refugee Week started in 1998 as a direct reaction to
hostility in the media and society in general towards
refugees and asylum seekers. An established part of
the UK’s cultural calendar, Refugee Week is now one of
the leading national initiatives working to counter this
negative climate, defending the importance of sanctuary
and the benefits it can bring to both refugees and host
communities.
This year, students challenged, their own and others’,
misconceptions and myths surrounding refugees and
asylum seekers. How many of the following statements
do you think are true, and which are false?
1. There are about 12 million refugees in the world.
2. Most refugees come to rich countries like Britain.
3. Asylum seekers are not allowed to get jobs when
they arrive in Britain
4. Most asylum seekers are terrorists.
5. Asylum seekers are ordinary people who have lived
through extraordinary times.
Answers:
1. FALSE: There are about 60 million refugees in the
world – that is approximately the whole population
of the UK.
2. FALSE: 80% of refugees flee to African and Asian
countries – they often flee from their own country to
a neighbouring country. Only 1.8% of world refugees
come to Britain.
3. TRUE: Asylum seekers can’t work until they get
refugee status – even though many want to. As they
are prohibited from supporting themselves, the
government offers some financial assistance. This is
roughly £5 per day.
4. FALSE: It’s very unlikely any terrorist would use
the asylum system because it would bring them
to the attention of the police – all asylum seekers
are finger-printed, given ID cards and are security
checked.
5. FALSE: 79% of refugees are fleeing countries affected
by conflict. The remaining 11% of refugees are
fleeing natural disasters, famine, and poor living
conditions.
Calling all future lawyers!
Every year LGS enters a team into the Mock Trial
Competition run by the Citizenship Foundation.
Students will have the opportunity to prosecute and
defend a case, work with magistrates and compete
with other schools. Auditions will be held in September
and then preparations and regular practices will be
underway. The team will be competing at the regional
heats in Birmingham in March 2018.

“My hero is Rosa Parks because hers is a story of a
woman’s boldness and she helped inspire the civil rights
movement. On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks stopped
being a secretary and became an icon by refusing to
give up her seat on a bus. Her quiet act of disobedience
sparked the bus boycotts in Montgomery, Alabama,
which launched the career of Martin Luther King Jr. Both
during and after the civil rights movement she remained
an activist and campaigned for an end to violence,
discrimination, and injustice – a message that continues
to inspire all of us.”
“I loved learning about Nelson Mandela – there were
so many things I did not know about him. I think the
most fascinating thing was how he was at one time the
country’s most wanted fugitive but went on to become
the country’s greatest leader. We learned about his
time with the ANC, his fight against apartheid, his time
undercover as ‘the Black Pimpernel’, the 27 years he
spent in prison and finally his appointment as South
Africa’s first black president.”

E-Safety Update

Mrs Finucane with the latest advice

SnapMaps from Snapchat
SnapChat, used regularly by many children and young
people, launched a new feature a few weeks ago called
‘SnapMaps’, which allows users to see the location of
their contacts. This feature allows others to accurately
pinpoint where you are and thus can put you at risk if
you have not set the most appropriate privacy setting.
There are three possible privacy settings:
•
•
•

Ghost mode, where only you can see your position
and no one else (recommended)
My Friends mode, where any contacts can see your
location (not recommended)
Select Friends mode, just those who you choose can
see you

ChildNet have posted a thorough explanation of
SnapMaps, which can be found at http://www.childnet.
com/blog/introducing-snap-maps-the-new-locationsharing-feature-in-snapchat and it details how to ensure
that users stay safe. It’s well worth a read. In the
meantime share these top tips with your child to ensure
they stay safe at all times.
• Only share your location with people you know in
person. Never share your location with strangers.
• Don’t add contacts to Snapchat if you don’t know
them in person.

•

Regularly review your settings and take an active
decision about whether you want people to know
your location. Remember you can switch this off at
any time. Think about where you’re sharing your
location. Location services such as Snap Maps can
lead people to your house. Think about what times
you’re on the app and whether these are locations
you want to share – if not, then turn this off within
your settings.

An example of SnapMaps showing user locations
Fake news – 4 quick checks
Not everything we see online is truthful, but it can be
hard to tell the difference between fact and fiction.
To help, the UK safer Internet Centre has put together a
few quick tips for young people to help them distinguish
between the two when reading articles online:
Check:
• Who posted it?
• When was it posted?
• Why was it created?
• What is it saying?
More information can be found at https://www.
saferinternet.org.uk/blog/fake-news-4-quick-checks

You can access the videos here: www.gdst.net/
livemydigital

A Year In Geography

Miss Gager reports from the Geography
Department
Urban Land Institute
A group of Year 10 girls visited London on the 19th July
to celebrate their fantastic entries to the ‘Urban Land
Institute’ competition. The girls had a tour around City
Hall and listened to professional industry speakers
on a variety of topics such as energy efficacy and
architecture. The girls then had a short walking tour
around Buckingham Palace and St James Park, before
some free time to have an ice cream and watch the
street performers in Trafalgar Square. Miss Gager would
like to congratulate the girls again for their entries!
Exploring Geography
A group of Year 8 Geographers went to the University
of Birmingham on Thursday 6th July for an ‘Explore
Geography’ day. The girls were treated to a day
of university style lectures and sessions including
‘Birmingham through time’, and ‘Nanotechnology’. They
also got to go for a tour around the geology museum
and see the dinosaur skeletons and diamonds! The
day ended with a campus tour and they were lucky
enough to see graduations happening! The girls were
impeccably behaved and were exemplary students and
ambassadors for Lordswood and Miss Gager would like
to thank them for this and say well done!

Online safety videos for parents
The Girls’ Day School Trust has created ‘Live My Digital’,
a unique video series to help parents help their children
to stay safe online. The series consists of six short
films for parents and six matching films for children
to empower families to use social media safely and
responsibly.
The videos look at the ways in which the internet and
digital technology can be used positively by young
people as well as identifying the potential issues they
may face. The most critical themes in online safety
today are covered including:
• Cyberbullying
• The digital footprint
• Identity and self-esteem
• Relationships and grooming
• Security and privacy
• Sexting
We hope that the films, together with the downloadable
online safety fact sheets, will help encourage and
support open discussions in your family about how to
enjoy the online environment whilst staying safe.

Students on the University of Birmingham campus
Congratulations!
Congratulations to those who entered the Earth
Day Photography Competition. Miss Gager and Miss
Davies had a very difficult decision as there were some
fantastic entries! Eventually the students below were
chosen as winners/runners up for competition!
Year 7 – 1st place: Hila Lahoti Moghaddam and
Isobel Noble, Runners up: Charlotte Price and Sanya
Mohammed
Year 8 & 9 – 1st place: Amenpreet Johal, Runners up:
Ariana Ahmadzadeh and Hannah James

Key Stage 4 – 1st place: Leilani Merrell, Runner up:
Arantxa Inman-Olguin
Key Stage 5 - Ho Lung Lee
The winners for Year 7, Hila Lahoti- Moghaddam and
Isobel Noble, used a fish eye lens to capture landscapes!
The winner for Year 9, Amanpreet Johal, captured
stunning macro shots of flowers and dandelions. The
winner for Year 10, Leilani Merrell, captured beautiful
landscapes and reflections. Finally, for Year 12, Ho Lung
Lee photographed a row of stunning blossom trees. Well
done to all the contestants and winners! We enjoyed
looking at your entries!

Hila and Isobel’s stunning entry

Met Mark
Lordswood Girls’ School have been awarded the
‘Met Mark’ from the Royal Meteorological Society for
‘recognising excellent weather teaching’! This has been
awarded due to the cross curricular links between
Geography, Science and Mathematics and the weather
fieldwork that takes place within school. Students
are also invited to have a look in F5 at the electronic
weather station in there (this is useful to predict the rain
too!).The certificate will be displayed in school shortly.

In Bruges

Ella Thrush and Tilly Kendrick report on a
whirlwind trip to the continent
On the 7th of July 2017, 41 Year 8 students went to
Bruges, in Belgium. It was a trip full of fun, laughter
and, of course, food, oh the food! The food was
incredible but that was not the only enjoyable part.
At 11pm on Thursday 6th July, we arrived at the school
for a nine hour coach and ferry trip to France. When we
finally arrived in Calais at around 7am (French time) we
went to a small cafe called Café au Calice for breakfast.
When we got to the cafe there were already croissants,
bread, jam and butter on the table; we all found this
very welcoming and a great start to our trip.

Ho’s entry
On the recent University of Birmingham visit the
Year 8s attended we were also told of a photography
competition were you could win £100 or £50 in
vouchers, as well as winning vouchers for school! It is
run externally by the University of Birmingham, and
you have to fill in an application form. You have to enter
your photographs by the 20th July. Let me know if you
need any help!
All details can be found on the website below:
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/gees/outreach/
geographers-photo-comp-2017.aspx

We arrived at Bruges at round 9.00 am; the weather
was brilliant at a temperature of 23 degrees with a
slight breeze. The first thing we did was a canal tour of
Bruges, which took us to all the places we couldn’t go
by foot which included one of the lowest bridges in the
country. Then we went on to see the town which was
beautiful and reminded us of historic York . We then
did some shopping in the beautiful town square. It was
very peaceful due to the fact that there were no cars,
only horse drawn carriages. The time we spent in Bruges
was short but well enjoyed by all of the girls who went.
Finally we stopped at a hypermarket near the port to
buy final souvenirs and try some French food.
After such a long journey, it was good to finally arrive
home but we wished we could have spent more time
there!

Annie The Musical!

Iqrah Choudhury and Manisha Sidhu on
yet another fantastic show
This year’s musical of Annie showcases the students
of Lordswood Girls’ School’s excellent skills in
performance. All years contributed to ensure the
production was a major success: lighting sound, acting
and the set tied together to create an unforgettable
performance.
The lead character of Annie was played incredibly by
Layla Mehay-Bennet who lit up the stage with her
amazing singing. She was joined by the other talented
members of the main cast such as the humorous
characters of Mr Warbucks and Miss Hannigan. The
main cast consisted of Sophie, Zoe, Carys, Chloe and
Jasmine who all played crucial roles within the show.
Along with the fantastic cast we had a surprise cast
member in Mr Guppy’s dog, Dexter, who played the
integral role of Sandy. Our favourite dance of the night,
had to be NYC.
The variety of skills on the stage was a breathtaking
exhibition of the school’s talent and hard work. The
teachers organising the production perfected every
part of the show; it is clear that they spent a long time
constructing the performance so it reached its full
potential. Mrs Riley created impressive and intricate
backdrops and the Art Department helped by creating
huge retro adverts. Many thanks to all who contributed;
the PE Department who choreographed many of the
dances with students’ help and the Music Department
who organised the songs and sound. Mr Nicholas
helped with all the technical aspects of the show. A
huge thank you to Miss Briggs who made the two nights
a spectacular success.

Modern Foreign Languages Speaking Competition
Regional Final.
Students were given the first half of a dialogue in the
target language and asked to complete the conversation
in an original and creative way. Subsequently, they had
to perform the dialogue using props and costumes
in front of a panel of judges who decided upon the
winners.
On Wednesday 14th June 2017 Lordswood Girls’
School hosted the South West Area Network Modern
Foreign Languages Speaking Competition Regional
Final. Students from schools across the region
attended the event, including students from St Thomas
Aquinas Catholic School, Bartley Green School and
Lordswood Boys’ School. The standard of performance
was extremely high and all of our eight students
demonstrated an exemplary attitude and approach to
the competition; it was clear that students had worked
hard to memorise and interpret the dialogues creatively
in French and Spanish.
Our students, once again, made us very proud and the
Department of Modern Foreign Languages would like to
take this opportunity to thank and praise them for their
achievement.
Congratulations to the following students for being
runners up in their category:
Maliheh Makanvand 8R and Hannah James 8W
Second Year French category.
A special congratulations to the following students who
were the winners of their categories and thus won a
prestigious shield for the school!
Lydia White 7W and Eleanor Shrewsbury 7D
First Year Spanish category.
Caitlin Norman 8S and Abigail Parker 8L
Second Year Spanish category.
Deeba Nasari 9R and Shimpali Raje 9S
Second Year French category
This is a fantastic achievement and a real testament to
the students’ dedication and positive approach towards
both Modern Foreign Languages and school life as a
whole. Well done!

The cast of Annie 2017

MFL Speaking
Competition 2017

Miss Siviter on another successful contest
In the summer term, Key Stage 3 students dedicated
time with their teachers to prepare to compete in the

A Trip To RAF Cosford
Abigail Parker describes a day learning
new skills

In March, several people went on a PE trip to RAF
Cosford. It was a treat for the sports council this year.
There were lots of different activities which you don’t
see at school; for example experiences doing laser gun
shooting, parachuting, skiing, heavy weight lifting and
more. We were working with professional coaches

trying out different techniques. Also, it was a chance
to take a quick look around the museum at all the
planes and equipment the RAF use/used. The trip was
thoroughly enjoyable and a new experience for us all. I
would recommend it to all of you and would love to go
back.

Challenges Of The
New English GCSEs

An update from the English Department

Sikhism and Judaism. Over the next two years the
displays will evolve to incorporate more voices and faith
communities into the gallery.
The gallery development involved nearly a year of
consultation with faith groups and communities across
Birmingham. The groups and individuals identified
objects in our collection, and from further afield, to
enable them to tell stories about their beliefs to other
people.
Visitors are invited to share their thoughts and
contribute to an evolving dialogue around faith practice.

As you will be aware, this summer saw the first
examinations in the reformed GCSEs in both English
language and English literature. It has been a
challenging two year journey for our Year 11s who
have had to adapt to a linear course and closed book
examinations. Although we nervously await results
(using the new grading system), we feel that the year
group rose to the challenge and were well supported
throughout their studies.

However, in order to support our students further we
have decided to begin studying for the new GCSEs at
the start of Year 9 rather than Year 10. We feel that the
content of the two GCSEs merits an earlier start and
will allow for more time to develop the skills necessary
for these two demanding GCSEs. All Year 9s will be
entered for both GCSEs. We will send a letter out in
early September which will detail the courses and
which texts we will be studying for the literature GCSE.
In the meantime, if you have any questions about this
initiative, please do not hesitate to contact the English
department.

Changes In RE

News of changes in RE and events in
Birmingham this summer

Exciting Changes!
The RE department has undergone quite a few changes
this year, including introducing Philosophy at A Level
and an in-depth study of religion at GCSE. Over the
summer holidays, we will be updating our displays in the
RE classroom to give you more an insight into the world
of RE!
Summer Holiday Events – Faith in Birmingham
Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery
Discover the many faiths that make up Birmingham’s
rich and diverse community and explore how different
faiths have influenced and shaped the city. Uncover
sacred objects used in religious practice and explore the
role of faith in places of worship at home, and within
our journey through life.
Over 70 objects will be on display, representing six
different faiths, including the iconic Sultanganj Buddha.
The gallery focuses on the six main faith groups in
Birmingham; Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism,

Sultangani Buddha and a manuscript of the Holy Qur’an

Powerlifting Champ!
Ms Hart with congratulations

Sumaiya recently competed in the ‘Battle of the
Barbells’ powerlifting competition. She received the title
‘Hench Bencher’ for bench pressing the most weight in
relation to bodyweight.
She writes:
“In primary school I was not very able in PE, however
coming to Lordswood Girls School helped to boost my
confidence and try new sports. I received a merit for
determination and effort in PE; this catapulted my desire
to pursue sports. I began attending regular power-lifting
sessions with 5 times Olympic World Champion Nichola
Vaughn after going along with my mother to a class.
Nichola was supportive and encouraging; she helped me
train and eventually compete.”
“I hope to inspire other young girls that lack self-belief
in their physical abilities to try new sports and maybe
find their passion.”
The PE department would like to say huge
congratulations to Sumaiyah and wish her good luck
with her weightlifting future.

International Women
In Engineering Day
Ariana and Gursimran on some up and
coming female engineers

On Friday 23rd June, Sana, Ariana, Gursimran, Samira,
Xante, Abigail, Laiba, Jenni, Elliott and Mona went
to Birmingham City University and took part in the
‘International Women In Engineering Day’ event.
There were nine schools participating and they were
split into 18 groups who were given the challenge to
solve a global problem. First, we were given inspiration
by many women who have achieved milestones in
female engineering. Then, we went off in groups of five
to create a new form of washing your hands without
cross-contaminating and by conserving water. Our
school was split up into two groups and the winning
group consisted of Sana, Ariana, Gursimran, Samira and
Xante.
Our invention was made of recyclable materials which
would be cost efficient for water deprived areas and
places that are prone to diseases. Our materials were: a
plastic basin, a bottle, wood, bamboo sticks and a plastic
pipe. We designed our invention to be portable so it
can be used in different villages for everyone to use. It
was also hands free, and the soap was liquid, to prevent
cross-contamination. We also had to design a poster
which appealed to ages 8-13 so it encouraged them to
wash their hands efficiently.
Sana and Samira constructed the actual invention
whereas Ariana and Gursimran designed the poster and
song, with the help of Xante who made the liquid soap
and illustrated the drawings. We were supported by a
mentor who helped us come up with the design of our
invention.
In round 1, we competed against a few other teams and
only one team would move into the final. In the final,
there were three teams competing for the grand prize.
We had to demonstrate our invention, as well as explain
the dynamics of it. In the end, our hard work led us to a
well deserved victory.

Sports Leaders

Saba Shahzad reflects on another term of
successful events
This term, a few Sports leaders and I had the
opportunity to attend the ‘Sports leaders club’ to
assist our current studies in P.E. Every Monday, after
school, we took the mini bus journey to Our Lady of
Fatima primary school. There, we taught students in
Years 4 and 5 the netball sessions that we had planned
together. It was a very enjoyable experience as the
students were extremely enthusiastic and eager, turning

up for every session held. As the sessions went on I felt
a surge of growth in my confidence and I was able to
lead the activities with ease. Consequently, I felt much
more confident leading my basketball session in the
primary festival we have just completed, as part of our
Sports Leaders course. I learnt many new skills and
gained valuable experience as part of the Sports leaders
club, which I managed to apply successfully to my
basketball session.
During the netball sessions at our lady of Fatima,
we received some very positive feedback from our
students.
Amelia said: “The sports leaders make netball fun and I
really like all the activities.”
Evie said : “I have learnt lots of new skills which have
made me improve in netball.”
Overall, our innovative activities have been very
successful this year and on behalf of the Sports leaders
club I would like to thank Miss Hart for the time and
effort she has put into helping us organise our sessions.

Well Done From The
Maths Department
Mr Pearce rounds up with some
congratulations

I would like to start by saying a huge well done to our
Year 11s, who showed dedication and commitment
to their maths revision right up to the final exam.
The maths department are very proud of the way the
students adapted to the new GCSE exams, taking into
consideration the fact they were required to learn new
content, deal with the increase in demand and adapt to
the new grading system. I have every confidence that
their hard work will pay off and I look forward to seeing
them all on results day in August.
Our Year 10s deserve a well done too, as they have
demonstrated fantastic progress in maths this year
and have also coped well with the changes to the
curriculum. Year 10 attendance at maths clinic during
lunch time shows how keen they are to perform well
in the subject, with many students requesting and
completing extension maths tasks. An excellent way
for the students to continue this hard work outside of
school is to log in to their MethodMaths.com account
– a brilliant way of practising exam style questions and
getting instant feedback.
I would also like to say well done and congratulations
to all those students in years 7 and 8 who took part in
the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge in April. I would like
to give a special mention to the following students who
received a bronze, silver or gold certificate from the
UKMT in recognition of achievement in this national
competition: Caitlin Norman, Abigail Parker, Amelia

Quinney, Florentina Dasgupta, Anisah Farooq, Samira
Hamizi, Saira Khan, Ria Mehta, Simran Malhi, Amelie
Stanway, Donia Jawid, Tafadzwa Matsenhura, Claudia
Bryan, Aman Phull, Yara Hussein, Grace O’Neill, Sumaiya
Khan and Isobel Noble.
Well done and congratulations to all.

A Word...

Mrs Ashford with one final well done of
the year
It seems a long time ago now, but at the beginning of
the summer term we had the opportunity to shadow
the CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Children’s Book
Award 2017.
As part of their literacy lesson, a group of Year 7
students shadowed the Kate Greenaway Medal, looking
at the short listed books.
In particular they looked at the characters, illustrations
and genres, producing book reviews and reports
on their chosen book. The girls also voted for their
favourite book by giving them points out of 10. They
also had the opportunity to visit the Carnegie website
to learn about the books, their authors and illustrators,
post their reviews and find out what other schools
thought about them.

Fantastic embroidery by our Year 7s
Products in food and cookery include risotto, couscous
salad, carrot cakes, frittata, spring rolls, lemon and
herb goujons to name just a few! In both material areas
students have gained or developed their confidence
when making products and learnt a wide range of skills.
Well done to all students!

At lunchtime on Monday 19th June 2017 the
announcement was made as to which book had won the
award.
All the students who took part were also given
certificates.
The winner of the Kate Greenaway Award was There is
a Tribe of Kids by Lane Smith. The prestigious Carnegie
Medal was won by Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys.
The Amnesty International CILIP Honour Award was won
by Zane Fraillon for The Bone Sparrow and Francesca
Sanna for The Journey.
To find out more about the awards visit the website
ww.ckg.org.uk/shadowing.

Fantastic Work In D
And T

Mrs Faulkner on some brilliant work by
our students
Throughout this year in design and technology the
students have made some fantastic products in both
food and cookery and textiles. Products in textiles have
ranged from aprons in Year 7, tote bags in Year 8 and
t-shirt modification in Year 9.

Aprons and tote bags by our 7s and 8s

Reading For Pleasure

News of a new initiative from the English
Department
In September, the English department will be launching
a new reading list for students in Years 7, 8 and 9, with
the aim of encouraging students at Lordswood Girls’
School to read for pleasure. Since English teachers are
constantly quizzed by girls about recommended books
and authors, all KS3 students will be provided with a
colourful ‘Reading Challenge’ booklet containing a list
of recommended reads (varying in difficulty and genre)
as well as spaces for ratings and comments about each
book. Students will be awarded points for every book
that they manage to read throughout the year, with the
number of points dependent upon the difficulty level.
The best way to support students and aid their progress
in English is, quite simply, to make sure that they read

at home: whether it’s a case of reading with them,
listening to them read or reading to them, the impact
can be hugely significant. Hopefully the new Reading
Challenge will inspire a new generation of Matildas at
Lordswood Girls’ School!

Students pick books within the reading levels they are
given by their teacher after they have completed a
STAR reading test, and once they read their book, they
complete a quiz on the website which helps to ensure
they understand what they have just read. Students
need to attempt the quiz no more than 48 hours after
reading the book.
As part of the scheme students are given certificates
along with prizes for “milestones” such as completing 10
quizzes and achieving their targets. In the school library
we have a Reading Wall of Fame and a Word Millionaire
board to celebrate students’ success.
Since the start of September 2016, Year 7, 8 & 9
students have read over 232,283,703 words and 4,473
books an increase on last year’s totals.

The new reading challenge for September 2017

Psychology And
Sociology Update
News of a trip to Parliament...

As the Summer term ends all students should be
congratulated on their efforts but a special mention
should go to those students who have become word
multi-millionaires!
Gia Dhami 7L 		
Darcie-Lea Lynskey 8W

9,019,820 words
5,193,184 words

4,000 + words			
Sanna Wazir 9D		
Yara Hussain 7R		

3,000+ words
Caitlin Norman 8S
Abigail Parker 8L

The Sociology and Psychology department took 28
students from Year 12 and Year 11 on an overnight
trip to London on Tuesday 11th July. The trip involved
visiting a number of important political and historic
buildings in London. Firstly, we attended a House of
Lords question time and then we had a question and
answer session with Lord Hunt and Preet Gill, the new
MP for Harborne and Edgbaston. Secondly, we visited
the Supreme Court and had a tour of the building.

2,000+
Mariya Ahmed 8G
Suditi Mukherjee 8L
Munazzah Mir 7R
Ruqayya Mahmood 7W
Falak Jan 8R
Caelyn Wilbanks 7L
Sadia Tazeem 7D
Qudsia Fatima 7R

Last of all we visited the Imperial War Museum and
examined the sociological and psychological impact of
war on civilians and soldiers. The trip gave the students
a chance to examine how the rules in our society are
made and ask current politicians questions about their
role in society. We hope it has encouraged the students
to think about the way that politics shape our lives and
to consider a range of career options in related fields.

Also congratulations to the following KS3 review groups
who have (to date), read 12,743,988 words between
them during the Summer term alone!

Renaissance
Accelerated Reading
Scheme

Happenings In Health
And Social Care

Mrs Ashford rounds off the year with the
final figures
All KS3 students are involved in the Accelerated Reading
Scheme.

7R O. Evans 5,215,180 words
8W J. Ratajska 5,205,987
9D A. Jones 2,322,821
Well done!

Mrs Muggleton on some great work by
our students

We have welcomed Year 9 students to start their brand
new course - BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social
Care. The course was launched with some fun activities
to understand the importance of PIES and Maslow’s
Hierarchy of Needs, concentrating on the infancy
lifestage.

A group of Year 12 students have also been going
to Umberslade Garden Centre, part of the Queen
Alexandra College, to help out every week. They have
planted, dug, weeded and watered and the fruits of
their labours have resulted in some fabulous plants and
crops for the garden centre to sell.

One of the eggs ready for a car ride!
So we gave everyone an egg to look after…………the girls
were enthusiastic about the responsibility and challenge
of caring for the egg and a lot of them did a great job.
Many returned to school in one piece with some great
stories and names….for example we had an Egg Sheran
and an Eggbert.
They understood how difficult it is to care for something
fragile and vulnerable. Many showed excellent
application of PIES and Maslow through diary entries
and photographs.
Year 10 health and social care students have now
completed their first piece of coursework and sat their
external examination. We hope they have all been
successful. We will find out in August.
To launch their second piece of coursework on care
values the students worked together to complete
a series of practical activities so that they could
experience what it is like to do simple tasks with a
simulated disability and have a better idea of what it
feels like to have assistance when carrying out basic
tasks. So we had lots of fun tying up shoelaces wearing
fluffy socks, trying to butter bread wearing rubber
gloves with three fingers in the space for one, feeding
yogurt to another student who could not help at all
and giving another student a glass of water. Despite
the giggles and laughter the students understood the
key messages. The importance of maintaining dignity,
treating people with respect, the need for excellent
communication skills, to give service users a choice and
the importance of safeguarding.

Some of the fabulous baskets for sale
We wish the HSC classes of 2017 and the Year 12
students the very best with their results in the summer.
Many Year 13 students leave us with excellent grades
and post 18 plans where they will be able to apply the
skills and knowledge learnt in health and social care.

Dance Workshop

Miss Walters on a brilliant session at LGS
On Friday 30th June, students attended a dance
workshop delivered by Autin Dance Theatre. Students
explored themes such as healthy relationships and
influences of peers and media. Autin Dance Theatre
delivered a practical dance workshop and then
showcased their performance ‘A Positive Life’. All
students involved thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

Students with the dancers from Autin Dance Theatre

KS3 PSHEE Day

Students reflect on the diverse activities
during a recent PSHEE day
On Tuesday 4th of July, we had our second PSHEE Day.
In my opinion, it was much more interesting than a
normal school day!
The sessions included:
• Healthy Eating
• Charities
• Teenage Stress
• Anti-Radicalisation
• Sexting

Year 10 students reading with gloves on and giving each
other drinks!

I enjoyed all of the lessons, but really enjoyed Teenage
Stress. It taught you about symptoms of stress, what
different things can bring you stress and meditation
(AND how it can really help your calmness levels and
well-being!) We spent a few minutes meditating and
you’d be surprised how good it feels to just stop what
you’re doing, relax, and focus on your breathing.
We also looked at charities and you really would be
stunned by just how many charities we came up with!
(And we didn’t list everything!) But the reason we
have so many charities is because there are so many
problems in the world. And sadly, we can’t give money
to them all. The recession is part of why we have so
much less money and we haven’t been able to give as
much money to charity as we normally would!

Success At Rounders

Eve Yarker on a brilliant recent rounders
competition
After a term of dedicated after school training at our
rounders club, both of Lordswood Girls Year 7 and Year
9 rounder teams took part in the Level 1 School Games
Tournament on the 27th and 28th June. Our teams
competed passionately against the other schools in the
Birmingham borough, going up against Shenley Court,
Hill Crest and Queens Bridge.
Both teams were thrilled to win every single game
played, which meant that they went through to the
Level 2 School Games, which took place on Thursday
13th July. The Year 9 team finished in a fantastic fourth
place and the 8s came a commendable fifth. We would
all like to thank Mrs Vine so much for running the
rounders club every Tuesday for us; we wouldn’t have
been able to do this without her.

Help Brum Breathe
Leave your car at home this summer

School’s nearly out – and everyone could do
Birmingham’s air quality a big favour by encouraging
those with cars to leave them at home for local trips.
One of the Year 7 girls in their healthy eating session
In another lesson, we thought about healthy eating and
brought our own fruits from home to make a fruit salad!
In my salad, I had apples, strawberries, watermelon,
cherries and orange slices. Our salads all looked amazing
– and probably tasted even better!
Marieve Sainsbury Year 7
Year 8 had sessions on self-defence, gambling, alcohol,
internet safety and resilience. The day was really fun
learning about these different issues. I enjoyed selfdefence the most because it was fun taking part and
practising the moves we were taught, it gave us the
confidence to know how to avoid and, if needed, how to
respond in a dangerous situation.
Gia Kattapuram Year 8
We had lessons on contraception delivered by
Barnados, drugs delivered by Aquarius, gambling,
preventing extremism and eating disorders. The day
gave Year 9 students the chance to learn extremely
useful information. We were able to ask questions of
experts and find out information that helps prepare us
for the future after school. I believe our PSHEE days are
really useful as they make students aware of the issues
we may have to face in the future and know how to stay
safe.
Esha Doal Year 9

More than 900 people a year in Birmingham die early
due to health problems related to air pollution, and
one of the biggest culprits is car emissions – especially
diesel. So the fewer local journeys made by car, the
better health for all of us and for future generations.
Pass on the message that it’s fun staying close to home
and enjoying what the city has to offer this summer by
using local public transport, walking or cycling:
Save up to 50% on entry fees when you travel by bus or
train to attractions including Cadbury World, Thinktank
Museum, National Sea Life Centre and Birmingham
Botanical Gardens:
www.networkwestmidlands.com/offers/discountvouchers/
Join the bear hunt! Tick off as many Big Sleuth painted
bears as you can around the city – download the app for
£1.99 (in aid of Birmingham Children’s Hospital Charity)
and work out your walking routes on the downloadable
maps: thebigsleuth.co.uk/art-trail
Get cycling on one of the city’s family-friendly routes:
www.bhamcyclerevolution.org.uk/page/30/familycycling-routes

Diary Dates
Fri 21st
July		

-

Mon 24th & Tues 25th July

School breaks up for
summer 12 noon

Mon 25th Sept			

INSET - school closed
to students

Thurs 12th Year 13 Parents’ Evening
Oct
		
Thurs 19th Year 7 & Year 10 Parents’
Oct			Evening

Mon 4th
INSET - school closed
Sept			to students
Tues 5th
Post 16 interviews,
Sept			
school closed to years
			7-11
Weds 6th School opens for all
Sept			students
			
Please see start times
			below:
			Year 7 		
8:30am
			
Year 8		
9:30am
			
Year 9		
10am
			
Year 10
9am
			
Year 11
10:30am
			
Year 12 & 13 11:15am
Fri 8th		
Sept

-

Year 7 Dudley Zoo trip

Thurs 21st INSET - school closed
Sept			to students
			
Open Evening 6 - 8pm

Open Morning
9.30am - 12.30pm

Mon 23rd - Fri 27th Oct		

School closed for half
term holiday

Thurs 9th
Nov

Year 12 Parents’ Evening

-

Thurs 23rd Nov			

Sixth Form Open
Evening 6 - 8pm

Thurs 14th Dec

Year 12 Parents’ Evening

Mon 18th
Dec

Year 7 theatre trip

-

Fri 22nd
INSET - school closed
Dec			to students
Mon 25th Dec - Fri 5th Jan

School closed for
Christmas holidays

Do you love singing?
Have you ever thought about
joining a choir?
Birmingham Festival Choral Society is a friendly group which
meets at Lordswood Girls’ School every Wednesday during
term time from 7.15 - 9.30pm.
Come to our Open Rehearsal at 7pm on Wednesday 6th September for a
taster session, with no obligation!
We love singing in concerts, and touring abroad. Have a look at our website www.bfcs.org.uk for
further information.

Yes I would like to become a Friend of the Arts at Lordswood Girls’ School

(please tick)

I enclose a cheque, made out to Lordswood Girls’ School, for £
(£20 suggested donation per friend per year)
Name(s) and address(s) of Friends

Yes please Gift Aid this donation!

(please tick box to Gift Aid)

By signing below I declare that I am a UK tax payer and eligible to Gift Aid my donation:
Signed
Date
Lordswood Girls’ School, Knightlow Road, Harborne, Birmingham, B17 8QB

