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Lordswood News

A Letter From The
Headteacher

road is unacceptable and extremely
dangerous and I want all students to
be able to get to school safely. Over
the last few weeks, the following cars
were recorded as parking dangerously/
inconsiderately:

Welcome to our end of term and end of school year
newsletter! As you will see, there has been a lot
happening across the different areas and I hope you will
enjoy reading about what your children have been up
to!
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Dear Parents,

We have had two particular successes this year: the
first was the gaining of the AcSEED award. The AcSEED
Award is a quality assurance mark presented to schools
that have made a substantial effort to support the
mental health of their students. In order to achieve
the award, the school must meet a set of criteria
which support the provision of high quality emotional
wellbeing services, from the provision of information
through to targeted intervention. The second success
was the achievement of the Sustainable Schools Award.
This was the result of a lot of hard work by the Ecoteam of the School Council together with Mrs Rolf, Mrs
Machin and Miss Pickford . Well done to everyone on
these two great achievements.
The good news continues; we are progressing plans for
the build of the new sixth form block and sports hall
and work on this project is due to start in the autumn
term. We are also hopeful that Birmingham City Council
will be able to link their development of the Harborne
Primary expansion and artificial pitch into the building
project to minimise disruption on the site.
You will be aware from some of my previous letters
that I am extremely concerned about parent parking
around the school entrances. Residents’ driveways are
regularly being blocked and parents often approach
the school to pick up or drop off their daughters with
a complete disregard for students’ safety. Staff have
witnessed a parent executing a U-turn in front of a bus
on Lordswood Road and parents regularly use the top of
Ellesborough Road (in front of the school entrance) as a
turning circle. On one occasion a child was dropped off
in the middle of the road into the path of an oncoming
van. It is only a matter of time until a child is seriously
injured – or worse. I hope you will appreciate that this
cannot continue. Parking on zig zag lines, blocking drive
ways, double parking or stopping in the middle of the
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The school’s catchment area is just over a mile – this is
not an unreasonable walking distance. The school is also
served by a number of bus routes; if your child does not
currently walk to school/use public transport, could I
politely request that this is something that you consider
for September? Going forward, I shall be speaking to the
Highways Department about the possibility of making
Knightlow Road resident access only. Your support in
helping to improve traffic congestion and pedestrian
safety around school would be much appreciated.
Something that has become apparent since the General
election is Lordswood’s inability to predict results! Not
only did we get the outcome of the election wrong, the
EU Question Time debate held on the 10th June saw a
massive vote in favour of remaining in the EU – Clearly
Lordswood is not a good barometer of public opinion!
Sadly, the whole EU debate has unleashed some
very unsavoury attitudes which threaten community
cohesion. At Lordswood, we are very proud of our rich
ethnic diversity and the very real sense of community
within the school. We are therefore pleased to support
the city-wide campaign to combat overt racism and
reinforce the importance of community cohesion
and the value of each individual. Schools across the
city are displaying a banner which reads: “#Love your
neighbour – Do something kind today” – There is also
an accompanying website where we are being asked to
share positive stories of kindness and strength across
communities.
This term we are saying goodbye to a number of
members of staff:
Mrs Virdee (Business Studies)
Mrs Sahota (Mathematics)
Mr Sami (Geography)
Mrs Summerfield (Design Technology/Health & Social
Care)
Ms McPherson (Sociology/Psychology)
Mrs Sunley (Geography)

Mr Clark (English)
Mr Gray (English/Media Studies)
We congratulate staff moving on to promotion and
thank all staff for their significant contribution to the
school and wish them every success and happiness in
their careers beyond Lordswood.
The summer term ends for all students at 12 noon on
Friday 22nd July. The Autumn term starts on Tuesday
6th September for Year 12 interviews and for students
in Years 7-11 on Wednesday 7th September. Students
should arrive at the times given below:
Year 7: 8:30am
Year 8: 9:30am
Year 9: 10am
Year 10: 9am
Year 11: 10:30am
Students in years 12 & 13 should arrive at school for
11:15 on 7th September. Please note that normal
school day timings (i.e. not Wednesday timings) will
operate on 7th September.
The final week of the academic year sees our annual
school sports day on Monday (hopefully it will not be
rained off!!) and summer fayre on Wednesday. Due
to the summer fayre, all students will be in school on
Wednesday until 3pm.
Finally, I should like to thank you for your support and
commitment to your child’s education over the last year.
I wish you all a happy and relaxing summer (ideally with
lots of sunshine!)

Year 7

Year 9

Jovita Manickam
7D
Farah Shah		
7D
Eve Casey		
7G
Layeba Khan		
7G
Abigail Parker		
7L
Melek Turkay		
7L
Samira Hamizi		
7R
Leya Rose Mann
7R
Caitlin Norman
7S
Manpreet Sahota
7S
Bonneeta Braich-Bains 7W
Iqra Rashid		
7W
Donella Dixon-Biggs 7D

Lenaya Clue-Kelly
9D
Nayab Wahid		
9D
Mariam Naseem
9G
Chantelle Tambwanaye 9G
Saba Shahzad		
9G
Avneet Biran		
9L
Kelly Tchomogho
9L
Nusaybah Mumtaz 9R
Jasleen Sihra		
9R
Eleanor Pratt		
9S
Mashal Shakeel
9S
Holly Perkins		
9W
Lotti Slowik		
9W

Year 8

Year 10

Mehak Kohli		
Sanna Wazir		
Liyah Gill		
Hajra Ahmed		
Joely Howard		
Amna Shuja		
Camerun Jagpal
Saniyah Mahmood
Kiren Kaur		
Aishah Parveen
Nicole Chikandwa
Iqra Naseem		

8D
8D
8G
8G
8L
8L
8R
8R
8S
8S
8W
8W

Imogen Reeves
Victoria Ajayi		
Afreen Azam		
Isra Akhtar		
Aysha Oakes		
Megan Cliff		
Simran Kaur		
Eva Price		
Caila Ryner		
Dilawaiz Jahangir
Isra Rashid		
Sonia Dhillon		
Amelia Palin		

10D
10D
10D
10G
10G
10L
10L
10R
10R
10S
10S
10W
10W

With best wishes,

2016-2017 Year 11
Prefect Team

Mrs Jane Götschel,
Executive Headteacher

It is with great pleasure that I am able to formally
introduce the Year 11 Prefect Team. The girls were
all recommended by their Review Tutors and had to
produce a written manifesto outlining why they were
suitable for the role.

Congratulations
are in order

Our Achievement Coordinators
reflect on the annual celebration evening
and would like to congratulate all students
Our summer Celebration Evening was held on Thursday
21st July to acknowledge the various talents and
achievements of our students in Years 7 – 10. Mrs
Peniket, Mr Baker and Mrs Uffindall would like to extend
their congratulations to all the following students, and
wish them well for their next academic year.

Mrs Uffindall introduces her team for the
next academic year

The Prefect Team is made up of students who are
considered to be trustworthy, reliable and set a positive
example for the rest of the school. From September,
they will be actively involved in the daily organisation
and running of the school and have specific duties that
they must fulfil on a weekly basis including supporting
Year 7 students with their reading during morning
registration, acting as peer mentors or library monitors.
They will also be expected to help out with Parents’
Evenings and fundraising events.
We will also be looking to appoint a Head Girl in Year 11.
This is a relatively new role which was introduced for
the first time in 2014 and members of the Prefect Team
will have the opportunity to apply for this prestigious
position in the new academic year.

I would like to wish all of the girls the very best of luck in
their new roles and look forward to working with them
on a variety of projects next term!
Year 11 Prefects 2016-2017:
Caila Ryner
Annesha Maurya
Iman Kamran
Muna Yusuf
Amrita Samra
Annie Casey
Aysha Oakes
Hanna Oakes
Simran Kaur
Hanna Said
Cerys Feiven

Sonia Dhillon
Jaya Sharma
Aishah Fazal
Megan Maloney
Hana Khan
Davina Jagpal
Sana Shezad
Amina Masood
Hanna Amanuel
Sahar Baburi
Morgan Gayle

E-Safety Update

Askfm
Encourages used to anonymously ask
and answer questions. Associated with
multiple suicides across the USA.

Potential deceptive apps:
Vaulty
Snaps a photo of anyone who tries
to access the ‘vault’ with wrong
password; intention is to hide
information.
Audio Manager
It disguises itself as ‘audio manager’
but hides other apps, messages and
photos behind a locked screen.

Mrs Finucane with her e-safety update
Emerging trends – apps that may not be used for their
intended purpose!
Potential predator apps:
Kik 		
Allows potential predators to
communicate with anonymously with
your children.

Tinder
Dating app that allows users to rate
profiles and locate ‘hook-ups’ via GPS
tracking. Rating encourages bully
and the GPS tracking opens doors to
predators.
Snapchat
Self-destructs photos sent within a
few seconds unless someone takes
a screen shot. Encourages risky
behaviour and notoriously used to
post revenge porn called ‘snap porn’.
Potential bullying apps:
YikYak		
Allows user to anonymously send
sexually explicit and abusive language.
Uses GPS tracking to locate users
within a 5 mile radius.
Whisper
Encourages users to share secrets
with strangers, which can encourage
bullying.

HiCalculator
Looks like a calculator but allows users
to hide photos, videos and messages.

Tips and Tools for parents

SelfiCop is a new anti-sexting app that you can
download on to an android smartphone or tablet
that allows you, as a parent, to see what photos and
videos are being taken on your child’s smartphone . It
therefore teaches your child to STOP-&-THINK before
sharing a photo or video and helps you to safeguard
yours child’s online activities in particular sexting. It
gives you an early warning system for unsafe camera
behaviour and gives you time to act, so you can remove
ill-advised images.
It’s simple to install – just download from the Google
play app store into your phone and then set up to link to
your child’s smartphone or tablet device.
SelfieCop works with the major messaging & Socialmedia apps including Kik, Wechat and Whatsapp
Unfortunately, SelfieCop cannot yet be installed onto
Apple iPhones/iPads or Windows phones. A version for
each of these is expected to commence shortly.
For more information visit www.selfiecop.com

Brand new free online programme for parents and
carers - Resilient Families

•

Resilient Families is a free online parent course from
Parent Zone, that is designed to help parents get to
grips with the things they really worry about when
children and young people go online. Topics in include
radicalisation and extremism, cyberbullying and sexting.

The next forum will be on Wednesday 9th November at
7pm at the School.

Three short guided presentations with voice overs in
English, Urdu and Somali cover: understanding your
child’s online world; the risks online from extremist
groups; and how confident digital parenting can help
protect children from these risks.

All parents are welcome.

If you are concerned about how extremists influence
children and young people online and want to find out
how your parenting can make a real difference, this is
the programme for you. You can do it when it suits you,
from the comfort of your own home – and don’t forget
to complete the short survey; this programme is a pilot
and your feedback will help make it even better.
Click here to access the course http://parentzone.org.
uk/resilient-families
Games and apps review
Visit the website Parent Zone website www.parentzone.
co.uk/reviews to get a review of all the latest games and
apps. They test anything from gadgets to apps to the
parental controls on online video streaming services, to
see how family-friendly they are so that you can make
informed decisions as to whether they will be suitable
for your child.

Parents’ Forum

Mrs Van Zeller with news of topics of
discussion at the most recent parents’
forum

Eid – whether or not this should count as absence
for internal certificates of attendance

Please let the clerk know of any topics you would like
covered (t.van.zeller@lordswoodtrust.co.uk).

LSFC Students Take A
Starring Role

Caitlin Ellison of Year 12 on 15 minutes
of fame for Lordswood Sixth Form Centre
drama students
On the 20th of April my drama class and I were extras
on the BBC series Doctors. It was a scary but very
exciting opportunity where I was introduced to the
actors and given the chance to ask about how they got
into the acting industry. I also got to see behind the
scenes and had an insight into how they rehearse, film,
and direct a scene. For some of us, we were so amazed
that we would be on tv , that we forgot how to walk
naturally! But once we knew what to do it was the best
day of sixth form yet (even Miss Briggs got involved).
Before filming , we had costumes given to us by the
BBC and we got to talk to two of the actors. They told
us how they had to persevere and work hard to get
into Doctors. This has taught me and my classmates
that we all must say focused and that it’s not simple
to get into the acting industry. But all in all it was an
amazing experience and something that I would highly
recommend to anyone with a passion for drama.

A forum was held in June and attended by about 10
parents and governors.
Topics of discussion:
• Parent parking – often dangerous and thoughtless
• Choice at lunchtimes at the end of the queue –
survey showed there seems to be plenty left
• Contact by e-mail – thought to be a good idea
• Termly newsletters – useful but don’t always reach
home!
• Parent learning – ideas?
• Assessment – new forms of assessment explained
• Reports (profiles) – possible to have them
beforehand?
• First aid – new flowchart agreed including when to
contact parents
• Homework – concern over amounts
• Books and marking – clarification over how often
they are checked

Lordswood Sixth Form Centre students take the limelight
in front of the BBC camera

Latin Summer School
At Birmingham Uni
News of a day exploring the Classics for
Year 9 students

On Friday 8th July, 10 Year 9 pupils attended a
Latin Summer School day organised by the classics
department of the University of Birmingham. Students
were invited to attend a series of workshops and the
anticipated Treasure Hunt on the Edgbaston campus.
The students first got the opportunity to investigate the
supernatural in the Roman Empire and to write their
own stories. In the afternoon the group took part in a
treasure hunt that led them to look for clues all over
the campus. Congratulations to Lotti, Hollie and Jasmine
who finished second and were awarded laurel wreaths
in traditional ancient Roman style.
This was a wonderful opportunity for students to
experience Latin outside the classroom and to visit the
University campus on a graduation day.
Lotti’s supernatural story set in the city of Pompeii:
One dark night, Metella heard some strange noises
coming from the garden. She tried to ignore them as she
continued to put Quintus to bed but the sounds only
grew louder and clearer.
Metella stepped outside and a cold breeze brushed
against her skin. It was dark but the full moon
illuminated the sky leaving a dull light in the garden.
The tree was moving strangely, and as she got closer
the noise became louder. In silence, Metella tried to
sneak up behind the creature but accidentally stood on
a twig that disturbed the monster and made it furious.
The monster turned and glared with its large red eyes
at Metella and it began to howl. It was coated in scruffy
brown hair and had sharp teeth dripping with blood.
Out of nowhere, the wolf sharply pounced towards
Metella striking her several times but suddenly, in
panic Metella tried to push the creature off. The wolf
flew off her and lost control as it hit a tree with its
hind leg. Metella was confused but ran quickly back
into the house. She knew she still wasn’t safe but she
needed to find out how she could have possibly done
that with such power. She looked in the study for the
old book her mother gave her, “spells and witchcraft”.
She never believed that it was true but there was no
other explanation to her magic powers and she thought
she must try. Metella then grabbed the thick book and
placed it on the table. Her fingertips brushed through
every page until she found it. WEREWOLVES.
The page read:
“If a witch encounters werewolves, recite the passage to
be free from the evil.”

Metella began to chant the words: “O Hecate te oro
protegere a crudeli versipelle”
She quickly ran to a window to see the wolf scurrying
with a limp back to the house for revenge. It wasn’t
working!
She said it again: “O Hecate te oro protegere a crudeli
versipelle”
When she looked for the second time the werewolf was
gone. Caecilius came into the study in a hurry and was
shocked to see Metella lain across the floor with the
witchcraft book in her hands. He picked up the book and
glanced at the page she was on. Under the chant it read:
“WARNING THIS IS A POWERFUL SPELL AND COULD
DEFEAT A WITCH FOREVER, USE AT YOUR OWN RISK”.

An Update From The
Maths Department
Mr Pearce on a busy term for our
mathematicians

This term has been a very busy one within the Maths
Department, with lots of exciting changes taking place.
I joined Lordswood as the Lead Professional just after
Easter, and have been very impressed with the high
standards of maths education at the school and I am
overwhelmed by the commitment and hard work our
students put in to their work. This was particularly
noticeable within Year 11, where our students have
worked extremely hard this term to prepare for their
GCSE exams, with many attending lunchtime and after
school revision clubs. I’m quite sure that this hard work
will pay off, and I hope they all get the grades they
deserve when results day arrives.
I would like to thank all the teachers who have helped
develop our students’ knowledge and love of the
subject in all year groups and particularly for providing
various out of the classroom maths opportunities for all
students. The lunch time ‘Maths Clinic’ continues to be
very well attended and Mr Jones’ ‘Friday Thriller Film
Club’ has enjoyed a good turn-out all year. We plan to
extend our extra-curricular offerings further next year
with Mr Fox running a ‘Logic Club’, where students are
given the chance to apply their maths knowledge to
puzzles and games. Our Year 10s have also been very
keen to participate in extra maths sessions with many
choosing to attend Mr Jones’ Further Mathematics
course after school on Mondays, which gives them an
opportunity to explore higher level maths concepts
further.
During this term, we were lucky enough to be joined
by Mr Lomax from MaxTheMaths, who delivered an
excellent session to our Year 7 and Year 8 girls. During
an afternoon of maths, the girls worked in teams in the
gymnasium to investigate how long a ‘Millions’ sweet

packet would need to be to actually hold one million
sweets. They worked brilliantly together and produced
some amazing results!
As we come to the end of this academic year we must
say goodbye to Mrs Sahota, who has made significant
contribution to the department and will be missed by
staff and students alike. We wish her well in her new
role.

Extra Curricular
Goings On

Mrs Machin reports from the busy world
of our of hours learning
Applied Learning Afternoon
Many thanks to all of the students who have played a
big part in making Applied Learning afternoon a success
again this year. Over the course of the year, 15 different
sessions have taken place including Mandarin, archery,
first aid, tennis, Zumba, knitting, and gardening.
133 students have taken part and by doing so have
learnt new skills, become fitter, helped the school
community and made new friends!
Next year’s programme will look slightly different,
activities may be offered as a one off workshop or a four,
six, or ten week block. We will also be inviting parents to
get involved, by volunteering to help, or coming along to
take part in the classes. Watch this space….

Walk to School Week
The ‘Free your Feet’ campaign, which took place
during national Walk to School week, was developed
to encourage children across the whole country to
try walking to and from school. Through walking,
students improve fitness levels, increase socialising
time and help to reduce the congestion and traffic on
the roads surrounding school. Not all students chose
to take part, but for those who did, the results were
really encouraging. Congratulations to Luka Emanuel
8D, Eleanor Pratt 9S, and Rosemeen Gulshan 10L all of
whom won £20 in high street vouchers just by taking
part and handing in their entries!

Mechanical Mayhem
A poem by Isobel Bishop, inspired by
William Blake’s ‘London’
The chains clinking and scraping,
The fog and smog bring pollution.
The city is moving and changing,
This is the industrial revolution.
Merchants selling and talking,
Fires burn through the night.
The women and men walking,
Drunken men getting ready to fight.
The only light emits from the gas lamps,
The dark is full of smoke.
Blacksmiths making pokes and clamps,
The poisonous air could make you choke.
This is the Industrial Revolution.

Ever Busy In Drama!

Mrs Swallow reflects on another very busy
term for her department
The busiest and best term in the drama calendar is
always the summer term where we prepare, rehearse,
and share our final drama performances. This year the
standard was especially high and the students have
been excellent ambassadors for both the department
and the school.

Students get to grip with a bow and arrow
Bikeability
Well done to the Year 8 students who have recently
completed the Bikeability Level 2 course! The course
builds on existing cycling skills and gives students the
knowledge and confidence to ride safely on the road.
The course is free and has taken place during PE lessons,
with bikes and helmets provided for the training.
We hope to offer the course to more students from
September onwards.

The A Level and BTEC groups have explored some
challenging material with maturity and determination
and the Year 11 students have created their own blend
of scripted and devised pieces that have showcased the
best of the skills they have developed over the last two
years. All of the performances covered a range of styles,
creating ecstatic moments of comedy to heart-rending
emotional breakdowns.
As the students move on to their next challenges I wish
them the very best of luck and look forward to hearing
about all the great things they have gone on to achieve.
Patience Kanjira reflects on the challenges of this year’s
A Level Theatre Studies performance:

“The Performance aspect of the Drama course exam was
very inspiring as it allowed us to look at a wide range
of daring, complex, and intricate contemporary plays;
as well as practitioners that pioneered such different
and iconic styles within drama that their influence is still
dominant today. Our chosen play was ‘The Acid Test’
by Anya Reiss and our chosen practitioner was Max
Stafford-Clark. The realism of the play emphasised the
raw emotions that can be felt in everyday circumstances
in everyday relationships; within this play the audience
are exposed to drunk friends and fathers who all
symbolise perfectly the imperfections within our society
and how the physical and emotional interactions of
humans in theatre can be conveyed realistically enough;
with the techniques learned by Max Stafford-Clark such
as Verbatim Theatre especially, that audiences can still
be truly moved. My character Dana was a flirtatious
and bubbly girl who enjoyed gaining rewards and
advancement through her promiscuous lifestyle, or so I
thought initially, it was through the depth and research
I found by investigating Max Stafford-Clark’s realistic
approach that I was able to scratch beneath the surface
of Dana and find all the attributes conveyed that show
her vulnerability and her need for attention is motivated
by an abundance of insecurity and doubt of self-worth.
It was very important for me to find these deeper
characteristics so I’d be able to play the character to the
best of my ability and to do the style justice. Overall,
this experience inspired my hunger, desire and passion
for drama and I hope to continue this invigorating
experience in university, and I don’t mean to be dramatic
but drama is fundamental to life.”

‘I thought the practical examination was a good test of
our drama skills and enjoyed the fact it wasn’t written
like our other ones. It would have been more relaxing if
we would have got to speak to the examiner beforehand
though.’
Mia Howard

Year 11 performers during their examination
‘I found the exam quite pressured because it all came
down to confidence and that’s what I had the least of,
so I did find it tricky in that aspect but once I got into the
performance I forgot that we were performing and just
saw it as another run through in class. The examination
also helped us all grow in our friendships, confidence
and love for the subject. We went through it together
and have supported each other through all the stress
and worries over the last two years.’
Lucie Carr
‘It seemed really daunting and scary at first, however
once we started, it was as if nobody was in the room
and we were performing to one another.’
Sara Zahid
‘At first the idea of performing for the examination was
very scary and it made me quite nervous. However,
when we started to perform it started to flow and in
the end I enjoyed myself. The students and the teachers
made the experience for me and I enjoyed working in my
group and creating new ideas. Overall, drama has given
me many skills for the future.’
Abbie Thompson

A level students perform their chosen play
Year 11 GCSE Drama students reflect on their final ever
performances at Lordswood
‘I thought it was intimidating at first but as you were
performing you forgot people and the examiner were
there watching you.’
Abigail Higgins
‘ I loved drama; it is the subject I miss most. It was the
teaching and students who made the experience so
great.’
Fuxian Slowik

‘I thoroughly enjoyed the practical and I think that was
primarily down to the play we were doing as it was
full of humour and not really taken seriously. When it
came down to performing I wasn’t nervous at all which
scared me more than the examiner, the reason for this
was possibly because we were well rehearsed and had
performed multiple times in front of multiple people,
which helped in many ways, especially my confidence
and with learning the lines. Overall, I thought the
practical was something that I will remember for a
long time and will be a treasured memory of my time
at LGS as I’m extremely proud of everyone and their
performances as well as myself.’
Sophie Taylor

Year 7 and a truly ‘Scary Play’
Have you ever heard something go bump in the night?
Told a ghost story with your friends to make them jump?
A group of friends decide to find out the truth behind
a local ghost story. Our year 7 drama club have been
working with script and devising scene for our ‘Scary
story’ play throughout the Summer term. The girls have
created most of the scenes using drama skills they are
developing in the club and have had a lot of fun in the
process. We performed ‘Scary Story’ on 13th July in the
drama studio with an audience of friends and family.
‘I have really loved coming to drama club every week, I
wish we had more time to rehearse.’
Ella Thrush
‘I have enjoyed working with the other actors and I feel
it has boosted my confidence.’
Elspeth Sykes

Freak Shakes!

Year 9 food technologists on some rather
scary (and unhealthy!) milk shakes
Last term our Year 9 food technology group finished
all our projects early and, therefore had the chance to
finish our topic with something else. We were given a
Freak Shake project. Some may have seen them go viral
on social media. The idea originated in New York, and
has now been widely shared around the world. A Freak
Shake is usually a large milkshake but on it, it is laden
with doughnuts, brownies, cookies, cream, and other
goodies.

Our Girls Are Pioneers
Miss Preston and Mr Guppy reflect on
time spent at the Pioneer Centre

Nineteen students from Years 7 to 10 were nominated
by their Achievement Co-ordinators for showing a high
level of commitment to their studies this year. They
were invited on a rewards trip that lasted three days
where students had the opportunity to take part in a
range of activities including abseiling, raft building, and
archery.
Here is a brief overview from a Amina Mekic from Year
10:
“It can easily be said that this trip has taught all of
us involved some valuable lessons, both physical and
general. We have all built up our team building skills,
and have learnt to strive even more to achieve what we
didn’t think we could. My favourite part of the trip was
the first activity our group did: the Adventure Course. I
also loved the rock climbing and abseiling, and all the
fun we had during raft building! I wish I could go back!
A huge thank you to everyone who helped organise this
trip for us.”
We were very impressed by how enthusiastic all the
students were during every activity. Well done to all the
students involved!

Our task was to bake our own cookies, brownies and
doughnuts and to independently and successfully create
these monumental shakes. At the end of the lesson
they were ranked first, second, and third. Altogether,
everybody enjoyed the ‘mini project’ and wished it was
an official topic, it was a really fun way to end Year 9
food technology.

Students and staff enjoy a bon fire

Our Brilliant School
Council

Another tremendously successful year for
Miss Pickford and the School Council, as
reported by Simran Minhas
Four of the Year 9 freak shakes!

This has been another very successful term for the
School Council thanks to our teams who have been
involved in various activities.

Notably, the Eco-Schools group has engaged with
a lot of events such as the Meal in a Wheelbarrow
competition. You may have seen our entry outside,
adorned with pretty flowers, plants, and bamboo sticks.
The aim was to recreate a recipe with plants. Our theme
was Japanese Miso soup and we planted chilli, ginger,
spinach, and mushrooms in our barrow. We enjoyed
creating it and we’re very proud with the outcome and
that we impressed the judges.

or suggesting improvements that could be made in the
future to their form representatives - their generous
contributions were greatly appreciated and helped us
to make students’ voice heard. Next term, we hope to
see even more success and productivity within School
Council.
We would like to thank Miss Pickford for her continuous
perseverance and determination and we would also like
to wish you all a happy summer!

We Cannot Breathe
Without Eyre

Amelia Palin and Amina Mekic review the
classic Jane Eyre
“Every atom of your flesh is as dear to me as my own: in
pain and sickness it would still be dear.”

The School Council and their Meal in a Wheelbarrow
Recently, we had the opportunity to visit the Council
House and attend a graduation ceremony for EcoSchools. Whilst there,we presented our school
achievements in creating a more environmentally
friendly space in a short presentation to the Deputy
Lord Mayor. He praised us for our efforts and awarded
us a plaque to take back to school. It was a very inspiring
trip that has motivated us to explore more eco-friendly
projects to further improve our school.
Meanwhile, our other teams have continued making
progress in achieving the goals they had identified
earlier in the year. The fundraising team has had
another successful non-uniform day on which they
raised money for each year group’s chosen charity. As a
result of your contributions and support, we were able
to raise a decent sum of money for these charities. A big
thank you from the Fundraising team for the enthusiasm
and support for this year’s fundraising days.
Also, the Student Wellbeing team has been liaising with
the canteen and arranging many of the themed lunches
students have enjoyed such as the beginning of summer
lunch and the 4th of July lunch. Due to students’ helpful
feedback, we were able to make these lunches happen.
We would encourage students to continue giving us
feedback as it allows us to help their voice be heard.
Lastly, the Praise and Behaviour team has been
monitoring the amount of merits and praise slips
handed out per lesson. By next school term, we hope
that everybody is receiving the recognition that they
deserve.
The School Council would like to thank all students of
their help - whether it was donating money for a charity

GCSE English Literature has brought us the delight of
being able to read the 19th Century novel ‘Jane Eyre’
by Charlotte Bronte. The initial belief throughout the
students in Year 10 was that this novel would be boring,
unrelatable and outdated. However, the first chapter
had us eagerly awaiting the forthcoming lesson to
find out what obstacles Jane would overcome, all the
new characters she would meet, and the lessons she
would learn as she embarks on her journey through
adolescence. Full of romance and woe, ‘Jane Eyre’ has
brought to us a new outlook on the lessons taught
throughout the novel, leaving us as better, more openminded and well-rounded individuals. This tale of gothic
romance will stick with you throughout your life and will
leave you wanting more. Don’t be fooled by the ‘Classic’
label, and be prepare to embark on the emotional
rollercoaster that is ‘Jane Eyre’.
We give the unforgettable ‘Jane Eyre’ 4/5 stars as it had
us hooked on every page, and left us wanting a sequel!

From The Geography
Department
Mr Sami rounds up the year

The geography department recently asked the Year
10 GCSE geographers to investigate the impact of
out-of-town shopping centres on smaller settlements.
We decided to investigate the impact that Merry Hill
Shopping Centre has had on neighbouring Dudley town
centre.
On Thursday 30th June, 50 students armed with
their clipboards, travelled to the two field sites to
conduct a detailed investigation to either prove or
disprove their hypothesis. Members of the public were
quizzed, detailed land use surveys were conducted

and pedestrian counts were completed with precision.
The data collated was very interesting and early signs
indicate that Merry Hill is having a very negative effect
on Dudley. Students mentioned that shoppers were
more inclined to use Merry Hill today but reminisced
about yesteryear when Dudley would attract many
shoppers with its wide variety of shops and services.
Next year, the students will have the opportunity to
analyse their data for their Fieldwork Focus controlled
assessment.
To end, I would like to take this opportunity to say
goodbye as my time at Lordswood Girls’ School comes
to an end. I would like to thank the incredible students
I have taught past and present and the amazing staff at
the school for their support. All the best for the future!

The facts behind organ donation:
On average, an organ donor can save up to nine lives
through donation of kidneys, lungs, liver, pancreas,
blood marrow and even heart valves. Kidney transplants
give a better and long-term survival rate compared to
the quality of life by using dialysis. Dialysis is when some
parts of your kidney get artificially replicated. Kidneys
can be donated from a living person or from someone
who has died. So be sure to sign up on the Organ
Donation register! Kidneys are the organ in highest
demand; during 2013-14, approximately 3,300 kidney
transplants were carried out, 1,100 of which came from
living people.
How to donate your organs:
Completing an online form https://www.organdonation.
nhs.uk/register-to-donate/

Year 10 Learn The
Importance Of Organ
Music At Lordswood
Donation
Aman Shoker and Iman Kamran, both
Completing a form available in GP surgeries and
hospitals.

Cerys Feiven, Iman Raza, Jaya Sharma,
Olivia Watson, and Tegan Moore explore
what they learnt as result of a recent
PSHEE day
‘Your end is someone else’s beginning’
‘It’s never too late to donate’

What is organ donation?
Organ donation is when a person donates their organ
for a transplant. You can donate an organ when you are
living or after your death. When you die, wouldn’t you
want someone else to start their life? The patient will
have a chance to live once again, be happy and live a life
they were unable to live before.
Benefits of organ donation for donor:
They can help save others’ lives
It helps the donor’s family deal with the loss
It helps further medical research
One organ donor can save up to nine lives
Benefits for recipient:
Better quality of life
Can live a normal life outside the hospital
Can have their own families and careers
Examples of the amazing things organ donation can do:
Soraya Kadri , 27 , was suffering with chronic kidney
disease and was told she needed an organ transplant.
Her dad had donated his kidney but problems
developed and the donated kidney was removed.
However , not all hope was lost as one of Soraya’s
friends was a match for another patient in the shared
donation scheme – for people who offer a kidney to
a stranger – and that patient’s relative was in turn a
match for Soraya. Soraya has said that she is grateful to
her donor and the kindness she has received.

of Year 10, share the goings on from the
music department
Throughout the year, time in the music department at
Lordswood has been very eventful and very enjoyable.
We officially began our GCSE course at the start of
the year. We have composed a wide variety of music
together as a group such as our recreation of the pitch
perfect medley and our mash up of ‘Beautiful Girls’ and
‘Stand by Me’. This has helped us develop many skills as
musicians, leaders, and team workers.
The Christmas concert was full of many talented
musicians as was as our recent summer concert which
was a very big success. Many people attended and we
managed to raise an amazing amount of £200 which will
go towards UCC Ghana and Sikh aid. The audience got
involved in the performances and during the interval
some even joined in. In addition, the current Year 9
GCSE group have just started their course and are
thoroughly enjoying it, performing a number of times at
the summer concert. There was a wide range of amazing
performances from a clarinet ensemble performing Hips
Don’t Lie to an amazing performance of 3005 on the
piano by Harmeet and Davina. Aside from some (terrible
music) puns from Mina and Iman, it was a pleasant
experience which everybody thoroughly enjoyed. We
would like to thank Miss Sihre, Miss Hans, Mrs Baxter,
Ms Akel, Ms Faulkner, and Mrs Avery for providing
amazing refreshments and the music department for
making this concert possible. Also we couldn’t have
done it without Mr Nicholas for his full dedication and
top notch sound skills- also for bringing the sun inside
for us! It was good to end this year on a high note and
hopefully we can repeat it next year! *baddum tsh*

The Annual Primary
Festival

Ellie Mattu of Year 10 reports from a very
busy sports field
On the 1st June, 30 Year 4 pupils from Our Lady Fatima
Primary School kindly agreed to participate in our
Year 10 Sports Leaders Primary Festival. My role in the
festival was to capture the unforgettable moments with
the children. This could have been from them winning a
game to pulling the funniest, silliest faces! I was mainly
focused on videoing the experience. My highlight of
the entire day was being able to share the brilliant
experience with them. Although I didn’t participate
physically, I was able to laugh along with the pupils as
they were being hilariously foolish! It was an experience
never to forget. Not only that, I also made a couple of
new friends!

Primary school children getting stuck into the activities
“Our primary festival took place on the 1st of July where
pupils from the school ‘Our Lady of Fatima’ came and
participated in a group activity. My activity was the
obstacle relay and the group leading consisted of Tess,
Isobel and me. We were given specific times when
we were going to have the children. My role was the
demonstrator and I had to show the children what to do,
which they got quite well. I think today went well, the
children were very well behaved and understood all the
activities they had to do. The thing I liked the most about
today was watching the children have a nice time and
enjoying themselves also the certificate presentation
at the end of the day because everyone deserved those
certificates; they all did very well.”
Jasmine Davis
“I was an ‘Activity Leader’, so I had to make sure the
children had practice in batting and fielding and this
then resulted in a game of rounders. I am really happy
that I was able to be part of the day because there
were many unforgettable moments and it was a great
experience! The highlight of my day was probably
talking to the children because they had a lot to say in
general but overall the fact that they enjoyed the day

and the activities was great.”
Amrita Dunn
“My role was as group leader and I was in charge of
a group and led them to all the different activities
motivating them and supporting them in the activities.
The highlight of my day was when I asked the children
in my group if they had a good day and one of the boys
said he hadn’t had ‘a good day’ he had ‘a great day’.”
Megan Cliff

Year 7 PSHEE Day

Jennifer Capper-Grinham and Caitlin
Norman of Year 7 explain what they did
on a recent PSHEE day
On Wednesday 29th we had a really exciting day as we,
as a form, went around several workshops to help us in
life. Activities we did included “learning how to learn”
or developing organisational skills; we also looked at
healthy eating, finance & charity, teenage stress, and
internet safety.
My personal favourite workshop was teenage stress
because you were able to learn how to relieve stress
and we did a breathing exercise and listened to calming
meditation music. One of the other workshops I enjoyed
was finance because it taught us how to spend our
money wisely and the difference between want and
need. Also, as part of the finance session, we got to
learn about charities and we made up our own charity.
I chose to do my charity on beating child cancer which I
loved, making catchy slogans and creating bright logos.
Another workshop was on healthy eating and it was
really fun preparing the fruit and working together to
make a tasty fruit salad.
One of the workshops I enjoyed best was learning to
learn. We had a discussion about different ways to learn
things and we did a bit of acting in a small group to
show this. Then we did some acting to show learning
from our mistakes and what happens if someone is not
organised. There was also an internet safety workshop. I
enjoyed this because we made posters for the new Year
7s to help them to learn Internet Safety.
My favourite workshop was healthy eating because it
was very exciting. We brought in fruit and shared it out
with everyone. The only problem was that there was too
much! It was really fun cutting the fruit up and sharing it
out. The result was very tasty and we could add yoghurt
if we wanted to. It was an amazing day and everyone
had lots of fun.

A Word...

Mrs Ashford sums up the last term in the
library
It seems a long time ago now but at the beginning
of the summer term we again had the opportunity
to “shadow” the CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway
Children’s Book Award 2016.
As part of their literacy lesson, a group of Year 7 pupils
shadowed the Kate Greenaway Medal, looking at the
short listed books. In particular they looked at the
characters, illustrations, and genres, producing book
reviews and reports on their chosen book. The girls also
voted for their favourite book by giving them one point
for their least favourite up to a maximum of five points
for their favourite book. All the points for each book
were then added together and this resulted in Once
upon an Alphabet by Oliver Jeffers being the groups’
favourite book.
They also had the opportunity to visit the Carnegie
website to learn about the books, their authors and
illustrators, post their reviews and find out what other
schools thought about them.
At lunchtime on Monday 20th June 2016 the
announcement was made as to which book had won the
award. The celebrations involved chocolate biscuits and
a prize draw, which was won by Nafisa Chaudrey 7S.
All the pupils who took part were also given certificates.

The girls with their certificates
The winner of the Kate Greenaway Award was
“The Sleeper and the Spindle” by Neil Gaiman. The
prestigious Carnegie Medal was won by Sarah Crossan
for her book “One”. The Amnesty International CILIP
Honour Award was won by Ross Collins for “There’s
a Bear in my Chair” and Robin Talley for “Lies we tell
Ourselves”.
All the work produced by the girls will be displayed in
the library. To find out more about the awards, visit the
website www.ckg.org.uk/shadowing.

A Year In Health And
Social Care

Jasdeep Johal of Year 12 reviews the year
As we are coming to the end of Year 12 everything we
have worked for all year is starting to fall into place. At
the start of the year we were introduced to the course
and staff expectations of us. I remember Mrs Miller
saying “if you don’t hand in the work it is you who will
fall behind, not me” Alongside all of the work and the
deadlines, we had many chances to bond with the other
people in our class and create new friendship groups.
Throughout the year we have gone on a journey of
many different things during our lessons which have
helped us with our work and enabled us to get the
grades we needed to get into Year 13.
At the end of the year some of the Health and Social
care students were given the opportunity to go on a trip
to Drayton Manor as a reward for their achievement. On
the day of the trip we were able to enjoy ourselves and
be proud of all that we had achieved during the year.
We also took this opportunity to thank our teachers
for all of the help they had given us. The trip gave us
the opportunity to create priceless memories with our
friends that will stay with us forever. One thing that I will
never forget is when Raheema, Habeebah, Idrees and
I were strapped into the seats ready for Apocalypse to
start. As soon as the Drayton Manor staff went to press
the button Idrees’ screaming began. “HE’S PRESSING
THE BUTTON! I SHOULDN’T HAVE DONE THIS! THIS WAS
A BAD IDEA! WHAT HAVE I GOTTEN MYSELF INTO?!” He
continued to say the same thing no matter how small
the ride for most of the day! Although we have been a
tough group to teach, thank you for all of the support
and help that all of our teachers (Mrs Miller, Ms Baker,
Miss McPherson, Miss Pickford and Miss Clarke) have
given to us. You guys are the best!

Health and social care students enjoying their day of
freedom at Drayton Manor

News From The RE
Department
Miss Shipley with an update

The competitors also got the opportunity to meet
Olympic rower Zac Purchase who presented the team
with yet another gold medal for their victory in the
relay.
Well done girls and congratulations!

The Tree of Teachings
The RE Department wish to thank all the students
who have submitted entries to the Tree of Teachings
competition, our display now features several leaves
and a squirrel!
As the competition will continue to run throughout the
next term, if a student wishes to submit their own entry
please hand it to Miss Shipley.
Your entry must include:
• A quotation from a religious leader or holy book.
• Your interpretation of the quotation.
• Your name and review group.
The design should be in the shape of a leaf and be no
bigger than A4. The best entries will receive prizes.

Some of our star rowers pose with Zac Purchase

The RE team has been a great success this year; we
have had sessions every fortnight which have been led
by sixth form RE students. The sessions have included
debates on current issues, exploration of beliefs and
practices as well as creative work.

Birmingham Airport
Flight School Space
Careers Day

If students are interested in being involved in the RE
team from September, they will need to ask their
RE teacher for an application form. Years 7 to 11 are
welcome to take part in the RE team and students from
Year 12 and 13 who are interested in leading sessions
should speak to Miss Shipley to arrange an interview.
For sixth formers, leading RE team sessions is a great
addition to UCAS or job applications and offers excellent
experience of working with younger year groups.

A couple of weeks ago, a handful of students and two
teachers travelled to Birmingham Airport. Now you
might think that it is a tiny bit unusual for some Year 10
students and teachers to go to the airport during term
time (don’t worry, we weren’t going on holiday!) but we
actually attended the Birmingham Airport Flight School
Space Careers Day.

The RE team

Jaya Sharma of Year 10 on an informative
day at the airport

Year 7’s First Rowing
Regatta

The careers day was all about inspiring young people
(Year 10) to take physics at A-Level and to study
aerospace in the future. This interesting and insightful
day also gave the students an idea of what it would be
like to study aerospace at university and beyond.

On Monday 11th July, the Year 7 rowing team competed
in their first regatta at Edgbaston reservoir. The girls
performed exceptionally well and won medals in every
event, fighting off the stiff competition from other
schools in the local area.

The day ended with a fantastic keynote speaker, who
told us a little bit about the project that he and his
company was working on: to build a suitable and
powerful aircraft, that is FASTER than the CONCORD,
which would travel up into space then back down into
the earth’s atmosphere (like London to Sydney in three
hours!).

A proud Mrs Uffindall congratulates our
young rowers

Abigail Parker and Elspeth Sykes took gold and silver in
the singles rowing event and Caitlin Norman took gold
in the skills event which involved the performance of
rigger dips, blade rotations and a 360 degree turn.

This day was fantastic and I hope the current Year 9s
have an opportunity to attend the Space Careers Day
next year!

The Sun

A poem by Bonneeta Braich-Bains, Year
7, written after studying the use of
metaphorical language with Mrs Peniket
The Sun
The fireball in the sky , growing old at night;
reborn at morn.
Is the knowledge of you and I.
We are all blind.
When the blazing bulb is outside
We close our eyes to shield the pain;
Then, when we awake
It is brought up from the grave.
When the sun has gone,
Fear reigns over the land
And evil deeds are done
When the darkness comes.
However, when it is light,
Fear withers away;
It defeats the fright
for us to live.
Eyes open.
Another day.

Renaissance
Accelerated Reading
The latest stats from Mrs Ashford

All Key Stage 3 students are involved in the Accelerated
Reading Scheme. Students pick books within the reading
levels they are given by their teacher after they have
completed a STAR test, and once they read their book,
they complete a quiz on the website which helps to
ensure they understand what they have just read.
Students need to attempt the quiz no more than 48
hours after reading the book.
As part of the scheme students are given certificates
along with prizes for milestones such as completing 10
quizzes and achieving their targets. In the school library
we have a Reading Wall of Fame and a Word Millionaire
board to celebrate students’ success.
Since the start of September 2015, Year 7, 8 and 9
students have read over 194,924,301 words and 4,120
books! As the Summer term ends all students should
be congratulated on their efforts but a special mention
should go to those students who have become word
multi-millionaires!
Abigail Parker 7L
Samira Hamizi 7R
Caitlin Norman 7S

4,490,209 words read
2,509,434 words read
3,413,756 words read

Sarah Rahimi 9L
Sanna Wazir 8D
Scarlet Powell 9R
Falak Jan 7R
Zainab Saeed 9G
Layeba Khan 7G

2,140,131 words read
3,020,419 words read
2,069,743 words read
2,930,142 words read
2,062,789 words read
2,554,733 words read

Also congratulations to the following Key Stage 3 review
groups
9G K.Tooley
7S L.Gordon
8S J.Brooks		
Well done!

5,531,630 words
5,191,447 words
4,449,544 words

PS From The English
Department

Mrs Brookes on what the English team get
up to outside work
The English department are an active bunch. Between
us, and when we’re not marking, reading or planning
lessons, a number of us enjoy playing football, taking
part in triathlons, half and full marathons, open water
swimming and, most lately, two members of the
department have taken up rugby (alongside citizenship
teacher, Miss Pickford). Bournville Ladies’ Rugby Team is
looking for new players and no experience is necessary
as this is a new team. If you are interested in meeting
new people, trying a different sport and improving
your fitness levels, then don’t hesitate to make contact.
Honestly, it’s not scary at all!

A Gem Of An
Experience At The
Diamond League

Citizenship Roundup

Luka Emanuel of Year 8 reports on an
exciting day

Miss Christian launched a competition for Year 8, 9, and
10 students focusing on ‘Music for Human Rights’.

As a committed member of Birchfield Harriers Athletics
Club, I was selected to carry kit at the Diamond League
Athletics competition on Sunday 5th June 2016.
This meant that I supported some of the world’s top
international athletes at one of the biggest events being
held in the UK this year.

Throughout history protest music has united people
in the struggle for change. Protest songs were most
important in the struggle for equal rights for African
Americans. Even though slavery had ended in 1865,
the USA remained deeply unequal for 100 years. In the
late 1950s African Americans intensified their efforts to
overthrow racist laws. By the early 1960s more people
were uniting for change, inspired by Martin Luther King.
Music drew people together and gave them strength in
the face of oppression. “We Shall Overcome” was one
of the most famous songs of the civil rights movement.
It was sung at the March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom in 1963. It also began to be used as a slogan
for the movement. Today protest music still has the
power to challenge, inspire, and unite.

At the start of each race, I walked out with the athletes
and waited beside them until they were called onto the
track. I would then stand behind the assigned athlete
whilst they got ready and put their kit, back packs and
personal possessions that they didn’t need during the
race into their box. We stood in the same position with
our hands behind our backs until we were told to pick
up the boxes and take them to the kit room where I
had the chance to meet some of the athletes after their
races.

Miss Christian with a pack report on
what’s been happening in citizenship
Protest Song Competition

Billy Bragg, well known for his political lyrics
Luka with one of her heros, Mo Farah
The great thing about doing this is that our pass gave
us access to restricted areas and we had a brilliant
opportunity to meet the athletes and take selfies!
My favourite is the one with Mo Farah! I also had a
picture with Kim Collins, David Rudisha, Dina Asher
Smith, and Greg Rutherford. I even made it onto TV
for a few seconds! I enjoyed it so much and am hoping
to do it again at the end of this month for the British
Championships.
It has really inspired me to train harder and motivated
me even more to hopefully become an elite athlete one
day!

How to write a protest song…
• Identify a human rights topic which will serve as
inspiration for song writing.
• Research individual stories and experiences to find
out what it is like to be affected by the issue you
have chosen.
• Develop your lyrics for a new protest song using
inventive language.
What do you need to do?
• Submit your protest song as a written set of lyrics, or
an audio clip.
• Submit to Miss Christian by Friday 22nd July.
• Prizes and performances in September!
Next Generation Awards
Year 9 participated in the Next Generation Awards
organised by the Birmingham Civic Society. The Next

Generation Awards are run annually by Birmingham
civic society. The awards give young people of
Birmingham a chance to have a say on issues affecting
their local area and to share their ideas on how to make
it better. Twenty two schools across Birmingham are
involved this year. Students worked in their citizenship
lessons over a half term to devise and develop a project
that would help shape the community in which they
live.

The speakers were questioned at length on issues such
as prosperity, rights, immigration, racism, sovereignty,
refugees and women’s rights. At the end of the evening
a mock referendum vote was held in which the majority
voted to remain a member of the EU.

All of the students worked incredibly hard, and each
teaching group selected one group to represent them
in the school final. All of the groups presented their
projects and were judged by an external panel, with the
following being awarded;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Your Mind Your Health - Gold Award - Lotti Slowik,
Scarlet Powell, Holly Perkins, Eleanor Pratt
Off the Streets – Silver Award with Commendation
- Jessica Todd, Iona Vendrells, Salsabel Asmael,
Samantha Mbano
Life Express: Be Expressed – Silver Award - Sophie
Gornall, Mashal Shakeel
Help the Elderly – Silver Award - Paige Khan, Taya
Shervington-Powell, Nina Petrowski, Sara Khan,
Areena Shar
Operation Stop Sexual Harrassment – Silver Award
- Amna Akhtar, Maveish Chaudhry, Anizah Islam,
Gurvinder Dhiman
Student House – Bronze Award - Nayab Wahid, Aliya
Bibi, Jessica Sivakumar
Teenage Crimes – Bronze Award - Assiatou Jamma,
Roshni Garcha, Josephine Kamara

Your Mind Your Health also presented their project in
the semi-finals of the competition hosted at Newman
University. We are eagerly awaiting the results and hope
they reach the final of the competition in October.
EU Referendum Debate
Students, parents, teachers and local residents joined
the debate over EU membership at our Question Time
event on Friday 10th June.
The event was chaired by Mr Gotschel, an English
teacher and organiser of the Year 9 debate club.
Having introduced the panellists, the “Out” speakers
Gisela Stuart MP and Doug Morgan (Lexit) gave a wide
range of arguments for an exit from the EU. Morgan in
particular, was praised for offering a left perspective
on the benefits of leaving the EU, whilst Gisela gave a
persuasive argument regarding the prospects of closer
integration should Britain remain a member of the EU.
Speaking for the “In” campaign, Kate Godfrey gave
a rousing argument for remaining in the EU due to
the wealth of protections offered and Sir Albert Bore
brought his significant experience in working with the
EU and the benefits of membership Birmingham has
received.

The esteemed panel during the debate

Marvellous Media

Mrs Leadbetter reviews the term in the
media department
We’ve come to the end of a busy deadline term for
media studies as GCSE and A level students finally
submitted their coursework to the examination board
for moderation and the Level 2 and Level 3 Diploma
students had their work assessed by the visiting
moderator.
Again the quality and quantity of production work
have been impressive with all GCSE students producing
their own magazines and toy advertisements; the A
level students producing music magazines and music
videos; and the Diploma students creating their own
magazines and advertising campaigns. Throughout
their course the A Level students have used an online
blog to present their coursework; here they post all
their research, planning, drafts, edits, feedback from
others, final production work, and their evaluations.

They are encouraged to embrace new technologies to
present their work and many of our students use online
presentation tools such as Emaze, Powtoon, Prezi and
audio sites such as Soundcloud. To have a look at some
of the work produced by our students follow the links
on the lordswood media hubs:
http://lsfcalevelmedia2016.blogspot.co.uk/
http://lsfcasmediablogs2016.blogspot.co.uk/

Business Studies
Students Live It Up

Megan Cliff of Year 10 reports from the
16th floor...
As part of out controlled assessment for Business
Studies, on Thursday 7th July 2016, Mrs Virdee
arranged a trip to Park Regis and the exclusive Japanese
restaurant ‘Rofuto’. We arrived on the 16th floor and
were greeted by the Project Manager and sub Project
manager, Tim and Freddie. They actually designed
and developed ‘Rofuto’, and were responsible for the
initial running of the operation. They have both been in
Birmingham since February and now the Restaurant has
been opened 3 months and has been running well, they
will be leaving to start the next project back in London.

Greens To Gourmet
Cookery Challenge

Mrs Faulkner with news of an exciting
opportunity
Year 9 Vcert food and cookery students have taken
part in a Greens to Gourmet cookery challenge which
is supported by Simpsons, Food School Harborne, and
Busy Bees Early Years training Academy.
The challenge involves the girls choosing one bag of
ingredients from a choice of two with which to use their
creative skills to plan and cook a food dish. Some of the
Ingredients in the bags included butternut squash, rice,
peppers and fish. All of the girls’ thoroughly enjoyed
the experience and if any of the girls’ creations are
successful they will go to the final which takes place in
October at the Harborne Food School.
The girls voted for which dish they felt was the best and
the winning student is Simran Hira who made pan fried
salmon with basmati rice and roasted vegetables.

Simran’s winning salmon dish

Year 9 PSHEE Day
Enjoying the sights from the new restaurant
The restaurant had skyline views of Birmingham and it
was such a fantastic opportunity for us. As we arrived
we were given Complimentary Mojito Mocktails. After
initial introductions we were able to ask questions
about the customer services and how they maintained
their standards. The trip was extremely beneficial as
we got an insight to the restaurant business which
will directly help with our coursework. This bespoke
opportunity that was arranged by our teacher was really
helpful for our coursework as we will be evaluating a
local restaurant and suggesting ways to improve. We all
really enjoyed ourselves and thought the restaurant was
amazing. We are looking forward to Business studies
next year.

Taya Shervington-Powell reviews the day
PSHEE Day this year included a performance from a
company called Loudmouth Theatre who presented a
play on teenage partner abuse. This was then followed
up with a hot seating session, emotional wellbeing,
first aid, and Brook who delivered a session on
contraceptives.
Each session involved everyone and was extremely
engaging. The skills we were taught this PSHEE day will
help everyone in later life. An example of this would
be learning how to effectively resuscitate someone
and during the session we used a Resusci Annie which
served as a visual guide on how to do CPR. Overall, the
PSHEE day this year informed us a lot and the skills we
were taught will stay with us for a very long time.

Year 7 Story Writing

Mrs Peniket congratulates her budding
authors
The following budding authors won prizes in the
summer term for their story writing. Mrs Peniket read
out the start of a story in assembly and Year 7 students
were invited to write a continuation of the story. ‘The
Gilt Frame’ is a short story taken from the popular
children’s book, ‘Uncle Montague’s Tales of Terror’, and
the tale captivated our Year 7 students who went on
to complete chilling alternative endings to the original
story. Bethany Browster was awarded first prize, with
Melek Turkay, Jovita Manickam and Falak Jan coming
joint second. All girls were awarded a chocolate frog
and smarties from the sweet shop where the ‘Harry
Potter’ frogs are made! Well done to everyone!

Meet Our New Parent
Governor
Mrs Van Zeller introduces Simon Aykroyd,
new to the governing body

Simon Aykroyd is our newest member of the Local
Governing Board. He became a parent Governor in April
this year.
Simon has two daughters at Lordswood, the eldest in
Year 9 and her sister in Year 7.
Simon has a keen interest in education and the local
community. He works at the University of Birmingham.
His current project is helping the University replace their
existing Human Resources, Payroll and Finance systems.
Outside of work, Simon enjoys photography and cycling
– you will often see him cycling through Harborne on
the way to work!
Simon has been very impressed with his daughters’
experience at Lordswood and is looking forward
to making an active contribution to the ongoing
development and success of the school.
Simon can be contacted at s.aykroyd@lordswoodtrust.
co.uk

Medical Reminder
Our short story winners

Sociology And
Psychology Seminars

Mr Wells with news of a new initiative in
the Sociology and Psychology Department
The Sociology and Psychology Department has been
working on promoting debates and discussions in all
our lessons and through the enrichment we offer.
Debates are a crucial aspect of sociology and psychology
as students are required to give their views on issues
relating to society and human behaviour. In year 13
sociology, a seminar programme has been introduced
for students so that students can prepare themselves
for university and develop their understanding of
sociological theories and concepts. Teachers with
specialist expertise have been delivering the seminars
and have given the students a piece of reading in
preparation for the seminars. The seminars have been
introduced to help prepare students for the research
and discussions that take place in university seminars.
The students enjoyed the experience of carrying out
independent reading and developing their passion for
the subject.

A reminder for all parents

If your daughter is newly diagnosed with a medical
condition that requires medication to be given in
school please contact the school asking to speak to Mrs
Rossiter who will arrange a meeting with the Healthcare
Co-ordinator, Marie Doran.
You will be asked to sign a consent form for any
medication to be taken during school hours by your
daughter. Please note that the School can only accept
medication which has been prescribed by a doctor and
is provided in its original box.
The School’s ‘Policy on the Administration of Medicines
and Supporting Students with Medical Needs’ can be
found on the website. Please familiarise yourself with
this policy if your daughter has medical needs.

Lordswood Art Gallery

Miss Tooley wraps up the year in the Art Department
GCSE and A Level End of Year Show 2016
Year 11 and Year 13 have worked incredibly hard this year on their GCSE and A Level courses and to celebrate their
success we held an exhibition in the art rooms from Thursday 23rd June until Monday 27th June. On the evening
of the 23rd, students and their parents were invited to a private view which was also attended by Natalie Osborne
from the RBSA gallery and Claire Bird from the IKON gallery. Both gallery representatives awarded prizes alongside
Mrs Gotschel for creativity, skill and concept. Everyone who came to look around the work was extremely positive
about the standard and diversity of the outcomes and we are immensely proud of all of our students who took
examinations this year. The Art Department also hopes that looking round the exhibition inspired some of the
younger students in the school to pursue their artistic creativity.
Year 10 and 12 Trip to ‘Inspired’ Festival at BCU
During the week commencing the 18th June, the art department took 62 students from years 10 and 12 to see the
graduate shows at Birmingham City University (BCU). As part of their ‘Inspired’ festival the university displayed
work from all of their creative courses which our students were allowed to look around. There were examples of
illustration, film, photography, fine art, interior design, fashion marketing, wedding gowns, wallpaper design and
textiles set out around the university studios. The sketchbooks were incredible and certainly inspired our students to
try different ways of presenting their work.
As part of the festival, every student who visited, was given a small canvas on which to document what inspired
them most. Over 10 schools took part and 2 of our students won prizes. Rachael Lau in year 12 was awarded 3rd
prize and Ameena Masood in year 10 was awarded 1st prize. Well done girls!
Year 12 University Day
Year 12 art and photography students had the opportunity to attend a master class at Wolverhampton University
on Tuesday 21st June. The day was not only a great opportunity to see the standard of work produced on a creative
course at university but also a chance to take part in a degree level workshop session. The photography students
learnt how to use traditional large format photography and the art students took part in a life drawing exercise.
Some found the hour long seminar quite hard going but it was a great way to find out about what studying at
university might entail.

Images from the end of year show showing some of the amazing
work produced by Lordswood’s art and design students this year

Lordswood News

Diary Dates
Fri 22nd
July		

-

School breaks up for
summer 12 noon

Mon 31st School reopens, normal
Oct			school day

Mon 5th
INSET day, school closed
Sept			to students

Thurs 10th Nov			

Year 12 Parents’ Evening
4 - 6.30pm

Tues 6th
School closed to Years
Sept			7-11
			Year 12 interviews

Thurs 17th Nov			

Year 12 skills show event

Thurs 24th Nov			

Sixth Form Open Evening
6 - 8pm

W/C 28th
Nov & 5th Dec

Year 11 mock exams

Wed 7th
Dec

Christmas Fayre

Wed 7th
School reopens
Sept			staggered start
			Year 7: 8.30am
			Year 8: 9.30am
			Year 9: 10am
			Year 10: 9am
			Year 11: 10.30am
			Year 12: 11.15am
			Year 13: 11.15am
Fri 9th
Sept

-

Year 7 Dudley Zoo visit

Thurs 22nd INSET day, school closed
Sept			to students
			
Open Evening 6 - 8pm
Mon 26th Sept			

Open morning
9.30am - 12.30pm

Thurs 29th Sept			

Year 7 Parents’ Evening
4 - 6.30pm

Thurs 13th Oct			

Year 13 Parents’ Evening
4 - 6.30pm

Fri 21st
School breaks up for
Oct			half term
Mon 24th - Fri 28th Oct		

School closed for half
term

-

Thurs 15th Dec

Christmas Concert

Fri 16th - Dec			

School breaks up for
Christmas 12 noon

Mon 19th DecMon 2nd Jan

School closed
for Christmas

Tues 3rd
School reopens, normal
Jan			school day

