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Dear Parents,

Another school year is drawing to a close and this year, 
once more, has been full of different successes and a 
host of activities across many areas of school life. There 
have been many highlights this year – our annual school 
production, sports day, the local history showcase, 
Dance Quest to name but a few. Last week we were 
delighted to learn that four year 9 Lordswood students 
were through to the final of the Next Generation Award; 
well done to Elda Ketena, Maisie Robertson, Hana Khan 
and Amrita Dunn!

I should like to thank those parents who attended the 
recent parent forum. The group reviewed the school’s 
behaviour policy and there was discussion around 
assessment and examinations, parent information 
sessions and educational changes. The parent forum 
next half term will review the school website and look 
at how this can be a more useful resource for parents. 
For more information about parent forums or to suggest 
topics for discussion, please contact Mrs Tina Van Zeller, 
Clerk to the Trust & Governing Body: t.van.zeller@
lordswoodtrust.co.uk

You will recall from my previous letters that the school 
was successful in its application to the Priority Schools 
Building Programme; this includes the redevelopment 
of the gym and the build of a new sixth form block. 
The Education Funding Agency (EFA) will be overseeing 
this development and they have now completed their 
scoping exercise; we are waiting to hear about the 
proposed timeline for these developments. The EFA 
is aware that the sixth form block is urgently needed. 
The Harborne Primary School expansion proposals 
are progressing and contractors, Willmott Dixon, are 
currently conducting ground surveys. The plan is to 
admit additional pupils to Harborne Primary from 
September 2016.

This term we say farewell to a number of staff who have 
gained promotion or are moving on to posts in other 
schools:
Mrs Blake, Head of Maths & Computing Faculty
Ms Hayre, Lead Professional for Psychology 
Ms Westmore, Teacher of Art

A Letter From The 
Headteacher

Mr Phillips, Teacher of Music
Mr Pearson, Teacher of Mathematics
Ms Johnson, Teacher of Mathematics
In addition, Mrs Summerfield, Lead 
Professional for Health & Social Care 
will be taking a sabbatical teaching in 
Dubai for a year; Mrs Waraich, Lead 
Professional in Business Studies and 
Achievement Co-ordinator for Year 12 will start her 
maternity leave at the end of the summer term; and 
Mrs O’Shaughnessy has been seconded to Lordswood 
Boys’ School as Assistant Headteacher for a further year. 
We are immensely grateful to all these colleagues for 
their outstanding contribution to Lordswood and wish 
them every success and happiness as they move on to 
their new roles.

The term ends at 12 noon on Friday 17th July. The 
Autumn term starts for all students in years 7-11 
on Monday 7th September; there will be a different 
start time for each year group – please refer to the 
information contained at the end of this newsletter. 
Friday 4th September will be an induction day for new 
year 12 students.

I should like to thank you for all your support over the 
last year and wish you and your family a very enjoyable 
and relaxing summer.

With best wishes

Mrs Jane Götschel, 
Executive Headteacher

If your daughter is newly diagnosed with a medical 
condition that requires medication to be given during 
school hours, please contact the school and speak to 
Mrs Rossiter for a meeting to be arranged with the 
Healthcare Co-ordinator.

Medical Reminder
A note regarding medication in school



As I check the local news this morning, I see that a large 
menorah (a seven-branched candle stand used in Jewish 
worship), which has been a popular attraction in local 
Cannon Hill park for years, has been vandalised and 
draped in a Nazi flag. The group responsible has even 
filmed themselves defacing the site and posted the 
video online in a shameless act of anti-Semitism. Sadly, 
attacks of this nature are not in isolation, and ordinarily 
I would not be as emotionally affected by such news 
as I was this morning, but just 24 hours ago I had been 
stood in Auschwitz-Birkenau contemplating the horrors 
of what had taken place there some 70+ years ago.

I am not a history or religious studies teacher and do 
not profess to have an in depth knowledge of the events 
of the Holocaust, so I cannot and will not attempt 
to give you a lesson in its details. In fact, one of the 
things I have learned is that that there is disagreement 
as to what the Holocaust itself means and that some 
sections of society will use the Hebrew term ‘Shoah’ 
instead.  I have also learned that the name Auschwitz 
itself is actually the German name given for Oświęcim, 
a Polish city that was annexed to the Third Reich by 
the Nazis. Incidentally, there were more than 40 such 
concentration camps in the area and Auschwitz is a term 
that encompasses these too. 

But I am getting carried away without giving you the 
reasons as to why staff from Lordswood Girls’ were able 
to visit. The Holocaust Educational Trust aim to educate 
people from every background about the Holocaust, and 
the important lessons to be learned for today. As part 
of their ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ programme, teachers 
have the opportunity to not only visit Auschwitz 1 and 
2, but also to take part in two weekend seminars to hear 
Holocaust survivor Rudi Oppenheimer talk about his 
experiences and allow teachers the chance to discuss 
ways in which we can ‘re-humanise’ the atrocity and 
find ways of keeping the memories alive through our 
profession.

And so Mrs Robinson and I came to be in Poland one 
Wednesday morning in June. We first visited the town 
of Oświęcim and thought about the power absence 
could have in teaching –in other words how a void can 
be a starting point for discussion. To illustrate this point 
we stood on the site of the Great Synagogue which the 
Nazis had burned down (amongst the other 20-30 in the 

Lessons To Be 
Learned
A moving and valuable account from Mrs 
Brookes

town at that time) and learned how, of the town’s 8000 
Jewish inhabitants, none remained by 1945. 

On that powerful note, we prepared ourselves for the 
short journey to Auschwitz 1. ‘The first and oldest 
was the so-called “main camp,” later also known as 
“Auschwitz I” (the number of prisoners fluctuated 
around 15,000, sometimes rising above 20,000), which 
was established on the grounds and in the buildings 
of pre-war Polish barracks’ (www.auschwitz.org.uk). 
It is here where you will see, as we did, the infamous 
metal gates and the moving exhibition of prisoners’ 
personal belongings that includes over 110,000 shoes 
and the iconic exhibition of glasses, kitchen utensils, 
hair brushes etc – all plundered by the Nazis. It’s hard 
to articulate how you feel as you navigate through the 
buildings quietly observing these items. You somehow 
feel numb, there is too much to process, you can’t 
comprehend it and are not sure how to react. And then 
we entered a room where piled to the ceiling was the 
hair of Auschwitz victims, shaven from their heads– 
some seven tons of it. It is for many, the moment 
that causes a physical reaction: tears, a lump in the 
throat, nausea. It did for me. Some then chose to walk 
swiftly past babies’ clothing and the children’s shoes 
also taken upon arrival at Auschwitz. We passed the 
building where infamous Nazi physicians performed 
unethical experiments on the vulnerable prisoners, the 
remains of the first gas chambers at Auschwitz 1, the 
Commandant’s own home where his children would 
play some 300 yards from the crematorium. All the 
while we were listening quietly through headphones to 
our knowledgeable guide, Lucas.

A short coach ride took us to site 2, Birkenau. You may 
well know the iconic image of the railway lines that pass 
through the outer buildings into the camp: the largest 
of the Auschwitz death camps. Further along that 
track we stood exactly where the Nazi physician would 
have made his decision as to whether or not you were 
destined for hard labour or immediate death. From a 
privileged view, in the sense that no prisoner would 
have ever seen it, we were able to climb the watch 
tower and see for ourselves the magnitude of the camp. 
It was breath taking. Of course we observed much more, 
but there is no time to do justice to those things here. 
The day closed with the Rabbi of the New London 
Synagogue leading readings and a memorial service in 
which he imparted the awful fact that if we gave one 
minute’s silence to the number of victims here then we 
would need to be silent for two years – over one million 
Jews were killed in Auschwitz. 

Standing on a site of genocide is haunting, over 
whelming and really too difficult to comprehend or 
articulate. The day itself was exhausting for many 
reasons, but certainly allowed both Mrs Robinson and 
myself to reflect on the human aspect of this horror 
and how we may use our privileged position to impart 
knowledge and understanding to the next generation. 
It’s rather a grandiose aim though and as I reflect on 
the newspaper article that I read this morning, I realise 

Please note that the school only accepts medication 
which has been prescribed by a medical practitioner.
For further information the school’s ‘Policy on the 
Administration of Medicines and Supporting Students 
with Medical Needs’ can be found on the school 
website.



This year the School Council has been very active in 
following up some important issues that have been 
mentioned in Headteacher’s Question Time and from 
School Council Reps in meetings. There has been an 
issue with the lockers outside the reception doors as 
they are too close together. This has caused a crush, 
and as students have had to wait a long time to get to 
their locker as there have been so many people, this has 
delayed them and made them late to lessons. Mrs Rolf 
was contacted as a follow up to this issue and will be 
looking at the costing of getting these lockers moved for 
the next academic year.

Water access in the canteen has become a big issue 
this year as the water machine is currently switched off 
at lunchtime. The question was asked at question time 
‘why does this happen?’ The reason that was given was 
that the water machine becomes too crowded and this 
becomes a health and safety issue when the canteen is 
crowded with people carrying lunch trays around. The 
School Council suggested the possibility of getting jugs 
of water put on the tables. The water jugs have proven 
to be a success and are now being used by the students 
at lunchtime! 

The third most popular issue to arise was to do with 
the canteen food. The amount of food being available 
at lunchtime, the quality of the food, and the time 
students were given to eat the food. The School 
Council conducted a survey to observe what happens 
in the canteen over a period of two weeks. The results 
were collated and from this a meeting to discuss the 
results was held with Mrs Avery. A positive result of 
this meeting has been that menus have been put into 
registers and students are having the opportunity to 
comment on what improvements they would like to 
make to the menu and also what they think could be 
omitted if there were items that were not popular. 
These student surveys will be collected and looked at by 
the School Council and Mrs Avery, and positive changes 
can be made. 

The School Council
Miss Pickford sums up a very successful 
first year at the helm of the Council

that the powerful statement that ‘what we learn from 
history is that we don’t learn from history’ may, sadly, 
be true.

Final note:
I make no apology for not including any photographs 
of the trip. Somehow it just didn’t feel right to take 
photographs though lots of people did and I guess 
that’s just a personal response. However, if you wanted 
to view some of the things we saw do visit the official 
website or, better still, contemplate making the trip 
yourself (though it is recommended that children be 
over the age of 14).

This year the School Council has raised a fantastic 
amount of money for Comic Relief, the ‘Jeans for Genes’ 
and ‘Wear it Pink’ charities, and we are still to have the 
fundraising week at the very end of term. We have also 
launched a School Council website which is still a work 
in progress, but will be added to and will hopefully be 
available on the public website from September. 

Looking forward:
The School Council would like to focus on issues that are 
important to the students at Lordswood and to address 
whole school issues. We will continue to do assemblies 
to all year groups providing updates. However, 
something new that we would like to put in place is 
a School Council led Registration programme. The 
Executive Committee have discussed with the Council 
reps what interests, issues and needs they feel need to 
be addressed, and from there we have started planning 
a registration slot every other Friday for the School 
Council rep to lead. 

The School Council have discussed the structure of 
meetings and have come to the conclusion that for the 
Executive Committee to meet on a Wednesday means 
that they are unable to take part in applied learning. 
We have also discussed the fact that we would be more 
productive in one hour instead of having a meeting for 
an hour and a half. The School Council will be looking 
to find a different day to hold the meeting, considering 
the availability of staff. As Miss Pickford will be available 
in the morning registration periods, the year council 
feedback meetings will happen then on a more regular 
basis than they do at the moment. 

Thank you for all of your encouragement and support 
with fundraising this year – we couldn’t have raised the 
money we have without you!

We would like to wish everyone a very happy summer 
holiday!! 

Twitter’s New App Periscope
Twitter has recently launched Periscope – a live 
streaming app which lets you broadcast video live 
online. The app lets you tune in to other people’s 
broadcasts, or you can broadcast your own live video. 
Throughout the broadcast people can post comments 
or share hearts. While there are positive uses, there are 
a few potential risks around what young people share, 
who they are communicating with and what they see. 
Just as a Sat Nav uses Global Positioning System (GPS) 
data to locate where you are in your car, this app uses 
the same data, this time from your smartphone, to 
identify your physical location and share anonymous 
posts from people who are nearby (typically within a 
five mile radius). This makes the service all the more 

E-Safety Update
Top tips from Mrs Finucane to help you 
stay one step ahead of the latest online 
trends



unique to each person which might attract some 
younger users. As with other anonymous messaging 
services such as Ask.fm, the new app highlights similar 
risks around seeing posts or receiving replies which 
contain harmful/ harassing content. 

ooVoo
ooVoo is a video chat app. It lets you make video calls, 
voice calls and send texts to friends and family. It allows 
users to communicate with their friends and family via 
a group video chat with up to 12 people - a great way 
to see people that may live far away. Privacy settings 
let you decide if you want to just talk to your friends 
or with people you don’t know. So should you be 
concerned with ooVoo? Like many other sites and apps, 
ooVoo is used by both adults and children. This means 
that children can be directly contacted by an adult they 
don’t know. Furthermore, activity on services such as 
ooVoo is often adult in nature. Users may be on ooVoo 
to start up sexual conversation or activity on camera 
with other users. 

Children Viewing Inappropriate Online Content
In a recent survey, one in five 12-13 year olds said they 
had seen pornographic images that had shocked or 
upset them. 

As a result, the NSPCC’s ChildLine service has launched 
the ChildLine FAPZ Campaign (The Fight Against Porn 
Zombies) to raise awareness and provide advice to 
young people about the potentially harmful implications 
of over exposure to pornography.  

You can find out more by visiting www.childline.org.
uk. So set the parental control tools and filters to help 
reduce the chances of your child stumbling across 
pornography online.

On the school website there is a parent section.  If you 
click on the link that says ‘E-safety for Parents’ there is 
an easy to use interactive tool that provides a step-by-
step guide to set filters on a number of different devices 
and platforms in conjunction with the industry’s biggest 
broadband providers BT, Sky, TalkTalk, and Virgin Media.

In addition to this there are a series of powerful video 
clips have been created by Internet Matters which 
highlight the real risks of children using the Internet 
without parental controls

Encourage your child to act responsibly by reinforcing 
these tips;

Think Before You Broadcast
Remember that your broadcast can be recorded by 
someone and then potentially shared and uploaded 
anywhere online – think carefully about what you are 
sharing.

Consider Your Privacy
Set your privacy settings so that your broadcasts are 
private and that you are only contacting people that 
you know and trust in the real world. Don’t share your 
location.

Report Any Concerns 
Use the reporting tools to report anyone or anything 
that is a concern, whether its an abusive message or 
something that makes you feel uncomfortable. All apps 
will have a report icon that you can click on.  Remember 
to take a screen shot, if applicable.

Block
Block anyone who is abusive or makes you feel 
uncomfortable.

Age Restrictions  
Many of these applications are not meant to be used 
by children under the age of 13 and some even 17.   
Ultimately the decision as to whether or not a child 
under 13 is on these applications lies with the child’s 
parent or carer.



Iqra Naseem 7W
Illuminating,
Golden light.
Beaming warm rays
Like an amber jewel.
Sunlight.

Nicole Chikandwa 7W
Crying.
Salty tears.
The heart shattered.
My soul demanding hate.
…Love.
Duwah Abid 7S
Oh my dear heart breaks.
Scarring because of your love.
Love has broken me.

Sofina Amin 7S
Drip, drop, drip, drop, drip.
Lands in puddles; makes a mess.
Raindrops, go away!

Nikhita Daley 7G
Pineapple.
So prickly.
Cut it open.
See the beautiful colour.
Yellow.

Mei Bang 7D
Beautiful.
So elegant.
The shining sun.
It turns to moonlight.
Goodnight.

Talent In English
Mrs Peniket’s Year 7 English group with 
some of their Haiku and Cinquain poetryLordswood Girls’ School was invited to take part in a 

community project run by ‘We are Bearwood’ earlier 
this year alongside 29 other local community groups 
and businesses. The task was to decorate a metre long 
bear with images that represent our school.  A group of 
Year 9 students took part in lunchtime and after school 
art sessions to paint images of William Shakespeare, 
mathematical symbols, science experiments, sports 
equipment and of course art equipment to represent all 
of the subjects on offer at Lordswood. The design fitted 
around a giant sunshine to show what a bright and 
happy place the school was. The finished bear was then 
placed outside for two weeks near Lightwoods park as 
part of a bear trail that local people could walk around. 
It was a great way for our school to be recognised as 
part of the Bearwood community and the girls all did a 
fantastic job. 

We Are Bearwood
Miss Westmore on the Bear Trail....

On Monday the 15th of June 2015, the African 
drumming group visited Harborne Primary School. Year 
2 had previously been studying Africa, and generously 
invited us to visit them to do some drumming at their 
school. We performed on the Djembe drums for the 
primary school children and also taught them some 
rhythms. They participated by playing the Djembes and 
shaking other instruments, such as maracas. The event 
was all the more enjoyable as we were joined by a Lion 
from Lordswood Girls’ School (a.k.a. Annie Brighton) 
playing the bass drums. One student even had his 
photo taken with the lion just in case his parents would 
think he was lying when he told them that a lion had 

African Drummers On 
Tour!
Students in the drumming group report on 
taking their drums into the community

Students working on their design

Students with their finished bear which was displayed on 
the Bear Trail in Bearwood



This summer term Year 8 have been focusing on 
local history which led to our highly successful local 
history showcase. In lessons we studied Birmingham 
and its transition from being a medieval town to a 
significant city in the industrial revolution. In our first 
few lessons we learnt about medieval Birmingham and 
the common businesses run in it which were: pottery 
making and cattle selling. I really enjoyed learning about 
Birmingham’s transition from an undeveloped town 
to a city which made a significant contribution to the 
industrial revolution. 

We then learnt about how Birmingham was linked to 
the Tudor period and the ways in which Birmingham 
was affected by the English Civil War. Finally we finished 
off by learning about the significance of Birmingham 
in the world wars. It was very interesting to learn that 
it was Birmingham that provided Britain with vital 
equipment and support in the world war.

I really enjoyed learning about how Birmingham was 
linked to the Tudor period. It was very interesting to 
know that Queen Elizabeth 1 had thought of keeping 
Mary Queen of Scots captured in Dudley Castle. 
Moreover I also had the opportunity in class to learn 
about the owner of Dudley Castle, John Dudley, and 
how he had plotted to put his daughter in law Lady Jane 
Grey onto the throne.

For the history showcase, I chose to do my project on 
the life of Lady Jane Grey and the history of Dudley 
Castle. At home I did a lot of independent research and 
came across extraordinary facts that I had never known 
before. One fact I learnt was that Dudley Castle was first 

Lordswood’s First 
History Showcase
Saba Shahzad of 8G and Sana Shahzad of 
9D reflect on the success of the first Local 
History Showcase held at Lordswood

built at the time William the Conqueror became king 
and is a grade 1 listed building. Other students did their 
projects on the word war and medieval Birmingham.
My research at home and our history lessons have been 
very enjoyable as we learnt a lot about our own city and 
its history.

The history showcase night was great fun and our 
school had the privilege of welcoming the Lord Mayor 
of Birmingham to the showcase. The Lord Mayor 
expressed his appreciation of the hard work and effort 
put into the showcase by the History Department and 
pupils. We then watched a video about the battlefields 
trip as the pupils on the trip shared with us their 
experiences. Later we had refreshments and then talked 
about our projects to visitors. 

We all had an enjoyable time attending the showcase 
evening, here are the opinions of some students:
“The history showcase evening  was amazing and I 
really enjoyed seeing other people’s projects.”
Ikra Khan 8G

“The history showcase was great fun and I really 
enjoyed learning about the significance of Birmingham 
and creating my project.”
Carys Blake 

We would really like to thank Ms Christian and the 
History Department for this fantastic opportunity and it 
has been a memorable experience!

On Wednesday 1st July, our new Year 7 students joined 
us at Lordswood Girls’ School for their induction day.  
Typically, this was the hottest day of the year to date, 
and even proved to be the hottest July date on record!  
Despite the heat, the girls had a fantastic day, sampling 
lessons and playing games on the field with our Year 
10 sports leaders.  One of the highlights of the day for 

Year 6 Induction Day
Mrs Peniket on the induction of next 
year’s intake

The Lord Mayor generously loaned his Mayoral Chain to 
some of our students at the showcase

been in school that day! The Year 2 children were very 
enthusiastic and danced to the drums whilst we and 
their friends were playing. The visit was a great success, 
and we look forward to hearing from them soon, in 
order to take part in more enjoyable experiences! 

Not content with one outing to a primary school, some 
of us also visited James Watt Primary School on Friday 
3rd July. Here we provided musical entertainment 
during a fun fair which was raising money for Future 
Leaders Underprivileged Children’s Centre in Ghana. 
We performed, taught students, and some of us even 
started a dance craze around the playground. We played 
under the tree looking out on the sunshine, and there 
was a real party atmosphere. Another very successful 
visit, which was rewarded by ‘well done’ stickers from a 
Year 5 student and snake finger puppets, which turned 
out very handy when our hands started to hurt from so 
much drumming!



the girls was purchasing their lunch in the canteen, as 
the freedom to choose their own food creates great 
excitement amongst the girls.  

Some of our current Year 7 students helped support the 
girls on Induction day, and as the Year 6 girls departed, 
one student said, “by the way, your Year 7 guides were 
excellent!” Many thanks to the following Year 7 girls 
who smiled, served, guided and sweltered throughout 
induction day, making the new girls feel welcome, 
confident and happy:
Shimpali Raj    
Amalia Dyson-Carroll  
Allessia Ulpiani
Sofina Amin    
Nikitha Raghunathan   
Avital Kaplan
Nicole Chikandwa   
Lydia Harris    
Keshef Maqsood

New Year 7 in the hall for their induction

A fond farewell to Dance Quest
After three years of hard work Dance Quest concluded 
in a final showcase at the Hippodrome on Thursday 25th 
June 2015. 

Liz Leck at the theatre enthused, “What an amazing 
day it was on Thursday – you should all be really proud 
of your students. They excelled themselves and I think 
the dancing had improved beyond all measure. Also the 
attitude of the dancers was so much more professional. 
They were a credit to you all.”

The representative for the Prince’s Foundation for 
Children and the Arts also complimented our students 
on their detailed responses to her questions and 
their mature and committed approach to the project. 
The timing, dance steps, and co-operation that 
they demonstrated all built up to an amazing final 
performance. I was very proud of all of the students.
The students have developed many important skills 
through the project, such as, the ability to participate 
as part of a team and take responsibility for the 
achievement of the group, rather than just themselves 
They have also begun to work on the important skills of 
self-organisation, time management and commitment 
to a project.  Students have learnt that in order to be 
successful at something you have to persevere. 

Drama Days
Mrs Swallow reflects on another exciting 
term in the drama department

Betty Kassa (Year Seven) reflects, “The best thing 
about Dance Quest is that we saw professional dancers 
performing to a huge crowd.”

Luka Emanuel (Year Seven) “I loved learning about new 
styles of dance like contemporary and working as a part 
of a team.”

Maisie Robertson (Year Nine) reflects, “I think Dance 
Quest has developed a lot since we started it in Year 
Seven as we have gone from using someone else’s 
movement as a stimulus to using a piece of theatre as 
a stimulus and then creating our own movement piece 
based on this.”

Megan Moloney (Year Nine) “Dance Quest has built up 
my confidence to perform in front of others and I now 
have experience in teaching younger children. I really 
enjoyed performing at the Hippodrome and hope I get 
an opportunity to do something like this again.”

Summer Miles (Year Nine) “Dance Quest has developed 
me a lot as a dancer. It has given me more confidence 
in performing in front of an audience and given me the 
skills to teach younger students. I loved the opportunity 
of working with the professionals and using the stimuli 
to inspire my own choreography.”

Students rehearsing and performing at the Hippodrome 
for the Dance Quest finale



I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
who has helped to make Dance Quest a success over the 
last three years. Thank you to the parents that came to 
support their daughters in the final performance and to 
all the staff that have been involved in any way.
A special thank you to the Year Nine mentors that have 
worked so hard this year, supporting and guiding the 
Year Seven dancers: Summer Miles, Amelia Malcolm, 
Megan Moloney,  Maisie Robertson, Hanna Oakes, 
Alyssia Samra and Kiran Ubhi .

A master class in acting
The final examinations for Year 11 in Drama are a 
practical performance and every year the students 
demonstrate their commitment to the subject to 
produce a piece of theatre for an audience. The 
students demonstrated their mature approach to their 
work, supporting each other and creating some truly 
exciting pieces of live theatre that I would happily have 
paid to watch.  This year, even more so than normal, I 
was blown away by the quality of the work produced. 
There were some outstanding performances by some 
very talented young ladies and I wish them well in their 
future studies.  

Some of the Year 11 students during their examination 
performance

Speight of the Art Discovery morning 
We were lucky enough to be involved in another 
trip to the Hippodrome this term. Students studying 
GCSE Drama and BTEC Performing Arts were able to 
explore behind the scenes at the theatre to see how 
a production comes together. The Birmingham Royal 
Ballet were preparing for their performance of Carmina 
Burana. Students got to talk to the lighting technician, 
stage Manager, and Company Manager. Students were 
able to ask pertinent questions about the jobs and the 
progression routes into jobs in the theatre both back 
stage and on stage. Perhaps the most exciting part of 
the trip was the chance to delve into the backstage 

spaces that the audience do not usually get to see. The 
visit culminated in a one hour Ballet workshop with a 
member of the company where students were taken 
through a daily warm up session. Although this was 
simplified to suit non specialists it was nevertheless 
gruelling but fun. Students came away with a wealth 
of knowledge and we hope to be able to continue to 
develop our links with the theatre further over the 
coming year.

Students learning the ropes in a ballet class
Our ‘riot’ at Abbey Juniors
by Imogen Pain (Year Eight) 
On Thursday 11th June, twelve students in Year 8 went 
to Abbey Primary School in Bearwood. Our task was 
to perform a spontaneous improvisation piece to re-
enact a modern-day invasion, this was so that that the 
children from Abbey School could afterwards, write a 
report on a Saxon Invasion, their current topic. Before 
the actual event we practised our piece in G7, working 
on what we would say, how we would say it and most of 
all, how to create the most believable piece. 

Half an hour later we were driven to the school, were 
briefed about how the children might react and how to 
behave. We were told to expect tears! Of course the real 
surprise was when we were informed that two police 
officers were in on the act too. We were going to be 
‘arrested’.

After the briefing, we were each allocated a Year 5 
classroom in groups of four.  We crouched under the 
windows and awaited our cue until we were told to go 
inside. We then burst into each classroom informing the 
children that it was ‘Our school now’ and that they had 
to get out immediately. The classroom teachers, who 
were in on this too, ushered them into the hall. Some 
went sniggering, whilst some were, as we expected, 
crying. Once they had evacuated we stopped shouting 
and began to ‘celebrate’. We were told we could stand 
on tables, and dance around until Mrs Swallow arrived. 
Mrs Swallow entered the hall in a rage, shouting at 
us and apologising for our behaviour. The caretaker 
then walked in to every classroom telling us that if we 
did not leave, he would call the police. By this time, 
most children had begun to believe the act. Whist we 
celebrated, the caretaker went through to the office 



So here we are at the end of a very busy year in the 
maths department. Firstly, let me thank all of you for 
your continued support of your daughter’s progress 
in the subject. Year 10s’ results are looking positive as 
they head into Year 11, and Year 9 are ready to face 
the challenges of the new GCSE course. As a reminder, 
lunch time support is currently available on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays each week, in S7, and also Thursdays 
from September.   Here various revision and practice 
resources will be made available for all year groups. 

We also say goodbye to three members of staff this 
term; Ms Johnson, Mr Pearson and Mrs Blake. They 
are going on to new jobs with Mrs Blake taking up an 
assistant headship. The whole department wishes them 
the best of luck as they continue with their careers. We 
will be welcoming new staff in September, including  Mr 
Jones and Miss Robinson who will now be working at 
Lordswood Girls’ School full time.  Miss Robinson has 
also accepted the post of Co-ordinator in Mathematics 
and will be helping me drive up standards further in 
maths by focusing on student intervention.

Year 7 pupils have been investigating magic tricks as 
an introduction to algebra.  Some of the best tricks 
produced were presented to other year groups 
in assembly.  In Year 8 girls have made their own 
fairground games as part of their study of probability.  

Maths Review
Mr Slack rounds the year off with a 
bumper report from maths

where he made a fake call. The Police Officers returned 
with the caretaker. They entered each classroom both 
carrying handcuffs and other devices to restrain us. 
Finally they led us away from the hall, each of us calling 
out in defiance telling them that it was ‘our school’. By 
now, you couldn’t hear any sniggers -they had fallen for 
it. Just another day in the life of a Lordswood Girl!
Thank you to Mrs Swallow, for organising the whole 
thing, Mrs Uffindall, for being our taxi driver, the two 
amazing Police Officers, and thank you to everyone at 
Abbey School for giving us the opportunity.

An exciting new Drama club 
A new venture, Lordswood Trust Theatre Group 
(LTTG) has made an exciting start this term. Talented 
students from across the trust have been meeting each 
Thursday from 3-4.15pm to develop their experience 
of professional theatre, theatre practice and stage 
craft.  We are looking forward to exploring different 
texts and theatre companies and come September 
we will be taking part in The National Theatre’s live 
schools streaming programme where live productions 
will be streamed to Lordswood Girls’ so we can watch 
and analyse the performance. LTTG are hoping to work 
towards qualifications with LAMDA throughout next 
year and performing the play, ‘DNA’ in December. Watch 
this space! Remember to look out for school production 
auditions early next term.

They looked at how to make a profit while also giving 
people a chance to win.  Year 8 also investigated recipes 
and looked at older ones which use imperial units; 
many girls made excellent versions of their own, some 
of which are displayed  on the top corridor.  Other work 
currently on display includes some picked by maths 
teachers for showing mastery of a particular part of 
maths, including ‘Can giants exist?’ Year 9 have also 
been working on exploring transformations of shapes 
and beginning to use trigonometry to work out how tall 
the school buildings and features are.

Year 11 completed their GCSE exams in June and will be 
anxiously awaiting the results which are published in 
August.  We hope that their hard work and that of their 
teachers is rewarded.  

The new GCSE in mathematics starts for Year 10 in 
September.  The grading has changed to a numbered 
system and this has been reflected in the grading used 
in the rest of the school.  All girls will be receiving a new 
conversion chart to reflect the relationship to previous 
A*-G grading system. This will hopefully help them 
further understand the meaning of their working at 
grade. 

At the beginning of the summer term some year 6 
pupils from Abbey and Chad Vale primary schools came 
to the end of a ten week course to help them get to 
grips with the sort of maths they would be tested on in 
the level 6 paper as an extension of their SATs.  These 
sessions concentrated on understanding and problem 
solving using, maths they already knew.  This will be a 
useful tool in their transition to secondary school as the 
new curriculum has a greater focus on breadth in maths.  
Let’s hope that they get the results they deserve.
Four year 12 students also performed exceptionally 
well at their engineering showcase in April. Their work 
with Network Rail explored the redesign of the ballast 
used underneath rail tracks, to increase durability and 
life span. The students received very positive feedback 
and are to be commended for delivering a successful 
project. Hopefully they have learnt some valuable skills 
which can be applied to their A-level work and future 
careers. If you are interested in participating  in EES next 
academic year, please speak to Miss Bukreedan or Mr 
Slack for more information.

I wish you all a very relaxing summer and look forward 
to students’ continued effort in September. As always, 
please feel free to contact me at the school should you 
have any queries about anything. In the mean time, a 
problem has been included for your contemplation…
Mr Slack

   1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8

Put all these 8 cards in three piles.
There must be at least one card in each pile.
In each pile, the sum of the numbers of the cards must 
be the same.
Find three different ways to do it.



There has been lots of hard work, commitment and 
progress shown by all the girls who have been attending 
the Learning Base this year. A number of different 
activities have been run throughout the year to support 
pupils across all years.  Mrs Gass, Miss Akel, Mrs Baxter, 
Mrs Sihre, and Mrs Hans all wanted to congratulate 
the girls on their excellent effort, dedication and 
enthusiasm.  Many girls have given up their free 
time to come to the learning base regularly before 
school, at lunchtimes and after school.  We wanted to 
congratulate them on all of their achievements.  

Mrs Gass’ Spelling Bee was attended by:
Kelly Chikandwa - 7S
Aimah Iqbal - 7G
Parveen Kaur - 7D
Sapna Khan-Zadeh 9W
Kenya Clarke - 9G
They all worked really well in the club and made some 
very good progress, each received a prize and certificate 
in recognition of their hard work and commitment.  

Miss Akel’s handwriting club was attended by:
Kenya Clarke - 9G
Rumaysa Arfan Noor - 9D
Becky Lawson Tidman - 8W 
They all made great improvements in their handwriting 
and were very proud of the neatly presented work they 
produced.  

A huge range of other activities were also run to help 
pupils who needed support with a range of other things 
including: homework and revision, times tables practice, 
reading and other literacy activities and developing 
social skills as part of the Friends programme to name 
just a few.  

The girls that attended a number of these were:
Sadia Iqbal - 7D
Simran Purewal - 7S
Isha Hussian - 7S
Anisha Munir - 7R
Minna Nasseri - 8S
Simrun Hira - 8G
Afreen Azam - 9D
Nashita Haque - 10S
Amrita Kaur - 10S
Mariam Azam - 10D

Thank you to all the staff in the Learning Base for their 
hard work and huge congratulations to the girls who 
have all progressed so much in a number of different 
areas.  We hope to see you and some new faces next 
year.  

News From The 
Learning Base
Mrs Colvin-Grieve with news of excellent 
progress made by many of our students

Edgbaston Reservoir 
Rowing Competition
Emily Parker of Year 10 updates us on 
some aquatic successes
On Monday 6th July, 10 students from Years 7 to 10 
competed in a rowing regatta at Edgbaston Reservoir. 
We competed against many other schools including 
Sutton Girls’, Windsor, Shenley Court and Langley in 
many different races. In the Year 10 and 11 individual 
race Emily Parker won a gold medal and in the Year 7, 
8 and 9 relay; Hanna Oakes, Destiny Smith, Steffi So, 
Taskia Forbes won a silver medal.
     
The whole day was an enjoyable experience and a 
chance to learn new skills to help us in the future 
with our rowing. It was also a chance to take part in a 
competition against other schools in our area to see if 
we could learn any new skills from them. Thanks to the 
whole Lordswood Girls’ team who took part in this day.

Lordswood’s fabulous rowers

Well done to Mehak Kohli of 7D who won the Year 7 
‘Road Safety poster competition’.  Mehak’s poster will 
be printed in the new Year 7 planner.

Congratulations
A pat on the back from Mrs Peniket

Year 9 students reflect upon their KS3 experience and 
why they decided to choose to study a GCSE in Food 
Technology

“The thing I enjoyed most about KS3 design and 
technology was making recycled bag because I found it 

Why Food Tech? This 
Is Why!
Mrs Summerfield’s group explain their 
enjoyment of food technology



“We have really enjoyed science club this year as it 
has been a memorable experience and definitely one 
that we will never forget! There are many reasons as 
to why we have enjoyed science club this year, one of 
them being that we have had the opportunity to do 
experiments that we don’t do in lessons. A few of the 
fun experiments included making methane bubbles and 
dissecting an eyeball! Overall this year science club has 
made our year very exciting and all the credit must go to 
Mr Prince and Mr Warr who have made all this possible 
and have given us the opportunity to experience new 
things.”
Sana Shahzad 9D and Saba Shahzad 8G

“This year I decided to join science club as science is one 
of my favourite subjects. Science club has been a great 
experience. We did several experiments which were all 

Super Science Club!
Students review this year’s Science Club

Students were  invited to attend the Lordswood Girls’ 
School General Election Breakfast on Friday 8th May 
from 6.30am to 8.30am in the school conservatory. 
Students tucked into a hearty breakfast of croissants, 
pancakes, waffles, and fruit whilst watching the live 
news feed of election results and analysis. 

Olivia McComb and Valentina Zanetto were our own 
LGS political correspondents interviewing and filming 
reactions from LGS students and staff, Mr Pearce, 
recognising the result of Gisela Stuart’s re-election 
in Edgbaston commented “We are very pleased that 
someone so supportive of the school has increased her 
majority”. However, opinion remained divided on the 
national result with some students commenting they 
were “extremely disappointed” with the result with 
other students commenting that they were “glad David 
Cameron won”.
In our own LGS Election Poll, students in Years 8 to 
11 voted in assemblies in a secret ballot with the LGS 
results below, showing a drastic difference to the 
national result:
Labour – 69.9% 
(454 seats – an overwhelming majority of 128!)

Conservative – 7.4% (77 seats)

Green – 6.7% (64 seats)

Lib Dem – 5% (53 seats)

Election Breakfast 
2015
Government and Politics students reflect 
on this year’s general election

fun. I also liked using the sewing machine.” Kiran Ubhi
“The thing I enjoyed most about KS3 design and 
technology was making the leather purse because I got 
to design the colours, overall look and I love to design 
products like this and painting.” 
Summer Miles

“The area of design and technology that I have definitely 
learnt a lot of new things from is product design. This is 
because before I came into secondary school, I hadn’t 
even had any hands on experience and when I first 
started it in Year 7 I was fascinated by how enjoyable 
and fun it was. Throughout KS3, in product design, I 
have learnt how to use 2D Design, transfer my work 
onto the laser cutter and my practical skills have really 
improved. Textiles have also been an area of design and 
technology that I have really enjoyed and improved on. 
I would highly recommend design and technology to 
everyone. It is a subject that I can guarantee you will 
find most enjoyable as you are able to make your own 
things and build upon your imagination and ideas.” 
Victoria Ajayi

“I chose to study food technology for GCSE because I 
enjoyed it throughout years 7-9 and I thought it would 
be a good creative subject to do. I like food technology 
because although there is some written work, you get to 
cook and create different foods which also teaches you 
new skills.” 
Amanpreet Karotna

“I have chosen food technology as one of my GCSE 
subjects because I enjoy cooking and I have enjoyed 
doing the subject in KS3. Also, this subject covers health 
and nutrition which I find interesting. This involves a lot 
of teamwork too which is important. Food technology 
has been an amazing experience in KS3 and will 
hopefully stay the same in KS4.” Iman Raza
“I chose food technology because I like cooking and I 
want to learn new things and skills.” 
Grace Chimezie

fun. Some of these experiments included making and 
launching rockets, setting fire to methane bubbles and 
making bath bombs. I enjoyed making the rockets as we 
had to work as a team to produce a rocket that would 
travel the furthest. I would recommend everyone joins 
science club as it widen your knowledge of science and it 
is a fantastic experience.”
Iman Raza 9S

“Since January we have been going to science club led 
by Mr Warr and Mr Prince. It has proved to be very 
informative yet fun at the same time. Mr Warr and 
Mr Prince teach us lots of fun things about science – 
things we didn’t even know. However the main thing 
we have enjoyed is that we don’t just do writing! We 
make rockets, bridged, egg parachutes, volcanoes and 
exploding bubbles. It has made us realise that science is 
really fun! We have come with our own ideas and been 
able to test them, sometimes competing against each 
other. It has been a fantastic experience and we hope to 
carry on next year.”
Dilawaiz Jahangir 9S,  Mehwish Jahangir 9S, Kainat 
Jahangir 9S



The Year 11s, 12s and 13s have been working tirelessly on their examination units since January and have 
finally completed their courses. They have produced a broad range of original and creative projects which 
demonstrate a wealth of skills and ideas. The work was displayed at the Creative and Digital Arts evening on 
Thursday 26th June which was a great success. Everyone who viewed the work was extremely complimentary 
and impressed by the talent. We are extremely proud of the students’ achievements and wanted to share a 
selection of their work with you.

Lordswood Gallery Summer 2015
Miss Tooley with an update





Trip to Birmingham City University
On Thursday 2nd July Year 12 AS Media Studies 
students were given a guided tour of the School of 
Media at Birmingham City University by Professor Philip 
Thicket, Head of School.  The School of Media, based 
at Millennium Point, certainly has impressive facilities 
and the students were privileged to get a peek into 
their three television studios.  Students were shown 
the photography studios, radio studios and technical 
galleries, and given a tour of the art and design facilities.  
The Professor even treated them to refreshments from 
the campus cafe. The visit certainly opened their eyes 
to some of the post 18 options available and how much 
hard work is involved in university life.
 
A New Qualification
This year saw our first cohort of students pass the Level 
2 Cambridge Technical in Media.  Students have learnt 
about film and television, photography, magazines 
and graphic products and developed their skills using 
Photoshop and Adobe Premier video editing software.  
Well done to all the students.

Out of Your Hands Competition
Earlier this year students from year 9 took part in the 
Out of Your Hands short film competition.  Students 
had to make a 1 public information film on the topics of 
identity theft and internet safety.  The students only had 

Media Round Up
Mrs Leadbetter bring us up to speed with 
what’s been going on in media studies

Many congratulations to the following girls who were 
nominated by their Achievement Co-ordinators for 
outstanding performance, achievement, attendance 
and punctuality throughout Years 7, 8, 9, and 10.  
Congratulations also to the girls who received Heart 
of Lordswood awards; the students were recognised 
for either their kindness to others or their fundraising 
efforts for a charity supported by the school.  

Mehak Kohli   7D
Nikitha Raghunnathan 7D
Jodie Keight   7G 
Ishpreet Sohanpal  7G
Joely Howard   7L
Lydia Harris   7L
Avital Kaplan   7R
Esha Doal   7R
Sofina Amin   7S
Josephine Sennett  7S
Nicole Chikandwa  7W
Sophie Keight   7W

Chaia McQuail   8D
Nayab Wahid    8D
Bismah Mumtaz  8G
Mariam Naseem  8G
Sarah Rahimi    8L
Adena Raynor   8L
Scarlet Powell   8R
Jasleen Sihre   8R
Harisa Khadija   8S
Eleanor Pratt   8S
Ruby Hornsby   8W
Lotti Slowik   8W

Summer Miles   9D
Imogen Reeves  9D
Annie Casey   9G
Sophia Floyd   9G
Maaria Khan   9L
Bethany Nicholls  9L
Simran Minhas  9R
Isma Rani   9R
Arisa Alam    9S
Dilawaiz Jahangir  9S
Ameena Masood  9W
Jaya Sharma   9W

Awards Winners 
Summer 2015
Our Achievement Co-ordinators with 
congratulations for students in Years 7 to 
10 this summer

UKIP – 0.4% (2 seats)

Spoilt Ballots – 11%

Reflecting on the LGS and national results Nandi Ka-
Ncube and Benita Kellay argued that “such a drastic 
difference means the voting age should be lowered, 
after all they are making decisions which affect our lives 
too!”

A big thank you to all the students who attended the 
breakfast to analyse and debate the results, especially 
to Miss Christian and the sixth formers who helped run 
the morning, Amelia Wilkinson, Simranjit Dubb, Lucy 
Leggett and Ramanjit Dubb.

one morning to make their films and they came up with 
some great ideas.  Although there were no winners this 
year, it was a great experience for all involved.  You can 
see the films on the school YouTube site.



Abbie Thompson   10D
Isabelle Smith   10D
Holly Pilling   10G
Aman Gill   10G
Fuxion Slowik   10L
Tia Lawrence   10L
Rahmina Zabin   10R
Emily Parker   10R
Salma Mahmood  10S
Zahra Hussain   10S
Sophie Todd    10W
Rebecca Stewart  10W

Heart of Lordswood Awards 
Shenay Arscott   7G  
Becky Lawson-Tidman  8W
Ammarrah Samuel   10L

Glorious Geography
Mr Sami sums up the year in Geography 
Department
It’s been another great year for the Geography 
Department at Lordswood Girls’ School and we’d really 
like to commend the effort put in by students in working 
towards their targets.  A special mention must go to the 
GCSE and A level students to whom we wish luck for 
their results this summer; we know you will reach your 
goals.

We ran a number of really successful field trips over 
the course of the year with Year 12 going to Preston 
Montford in Shropshire to collect valuable river data for 
their examination.  Year 10 have visited the cathedral 
city of Lichfield to test a hypothesis on the sustainability 
of Tesco in the city centre: Is Lichfield city centre just 
another example of a clone town i.e. dominated by 
chain stores like many other city centres? It will be 
interesting to see what the data says.

The Lordswood Globetotters are still going strong and 
hope to recruit new members next year to help promote 
the subject.  The group will also be working to update 
all students on the latest geographical news and will 
continue to award their Geographer of the Month prize.  
Globetrotters also provide a very valuable mentoring 
service to younger students who may be struggling to 
reach their goals and if you are interested in becoming 
part of the team, please speak to a geography teacher 
when we return in September.

All that remains is to wish you a great summer break 
from everyone in the Geography Department; we’ll see 
you in September!

Computing so far has been incredible! From print (‘hello 
world!’) to making insult generators, programming is 
literally learning a computer language! When you are 
programming, you need to take your time and be
really resilient. Many people say that computing 
is a waste of time, but its really not. Lets just say, 
you wouldn’t have YouTube if it wasn’t for Python 
(programming language).

This year in Computing GCSE, our focus has been our 
first controlled assessment, consisting of three tasks 
including the explanations of the three tasks also known 
as  the ‘write up’. This is worth a total of 30% of our 
GCSE. We also had the opportunity to visit
Birmingham University last December where we met 
BOB the BOT, this resulted in Mr Gordon going and 
buying our very own BOT which we are hoping to 
experiment with in the lessons! The lessons
have varied between theoretical and practical with 
the theoretical lessons mainly looking at computer 
systems and how they function. This counts for a total 
of 40% of our GCSE.  The practical lessons have been 
in preparation for our controlled assessment and the 
actual controlled assessment itself.

Overall, although the year has been an intensive year, it 
has been highly rewarding and very enjoyable indeed!

GCSE Computing
A review of the year from one of our GCSE 
computing students

A small but devoted group of girls have read a range 
of challenging fiction this year. We have read novels 
set in the roaring twenties (The Great Gatsby); the 
midst of the Great War (Regeneration) and the Second 
World War (Spies); as well as contemporary young 
adult novels: Jenny Valentine’s ‘Ant Colony’, Patrick 
Ness’s ‘A Monster Calls’ and a little known gem, Virginia 
Euwer Woolf’s ‘Make Lemonade’. Lively and interesting 
discussions followed with homemade cakes. The 
following is a review of ‘Ant Colony’ by Emily Parker:

Ant Colony 
Ant Colony is a book about two characters; Sam is 
a teenage boy who runs away from home in the 
countryside to live in the city amongst the big smoke. 
Working at the supermarket, he is a sensible lad who 
has no intention of ending up on the streets. He found 
a room at 33 Georgiana Street and all he wants is to be 
anonymous, a stranger in a city full of people. 

Bo, in the upstairs flat is a girl of 10. She doesn’t go 
to school and that suits her nomadic mother. But Bo 
doesn’t like being alone, so she decides to make a friend 
of Sam, whether he likes it or not. And he doesn’t, but 

Book Club
What have the Key Stage 4 book group 
been up to?



as a reader, it makes the book funnier. However, both 
Bo and Sam have secrets, and Isabel downstairs doesn’t 
approve of this, and the house may belong to Steve, but 
with Isabel on the case, you can guarantee the secrets 
will come out...

Jenny Valentine finds the pain in these young lives as 
she does the humour. Children with failing parents often 
feel they themselves are responsible for that failure and 
when poor Bo has said too much and there is a row - “I 
was ashamed to be the cause of all that commotion. I 
should have just kept my mouth shut”- you as a reader 
were sad. You knew it was not her fault.

The ragtag misfits at 33 Georgiana Street are all 
unforgettable, each with their different story.  They all 
scuttle about their lives, crossing paths, following their 
own tracks with no questions ever asked, but don’t 
unite for a common purpose (like real ants) till the 
end of the book. The end of the book reunites the two 
halves of Sam’s fractured life and shows better hope for 
the future for Bohemia.

I found this book interesting as it explains how people 
can be left alone to their own devices and all it takes is 
one person to unite them all, even people who didn’t 
think they cared about anyone else. It shows what can 
be accomplished even when you just want to be alone 
and also the different types of people in this world. If 
you are inquisitive, friendly, or just solitary, there is a 
place for us all.

On Wednesday 10th June 2015 Lordswood Girls’ School 
hosted the South West Area Network Language Recital 
Competition Regional Final. Students from school across 
the region attended the event, including students from 
St Thomas Aquinas Catholic School, Bartley Green 
School, Lordswood Boys’ School and Four Dwellings 
Academy. The standard of performance was extremely 
high and all of our eight students demonstrated an 
exemplary attitude and approach to the competition. It 
was clear that students had worked hard to memorise 
and interpret the dialogues creatively in French and 
Spanish.
 
Our students, once again, made us very proud and I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank and praise 
them for their achievement.

Congratulations to the following students for being 
runners up in their category:

Mariam Naseem and Avneet Biran
First Year French category.

Language Recital 
Competition
Miss Siviter reflects on recent MFL 
triumphs

Caila Ryner and Simran Minhas 
Second Year French category.

A special congratulations to the following students who 
were the winners of their categories and thus won a 
prestigious shield for the school!
 
Jodie Keight and Sophie Keight 
First Year Spanish category.

Rhiana Alom and Carys Blake
Second Year Spanish category.

The department would also like to thank Heblin Bonilla 
and Andreen Scott for helping students to prepare for 
the final event; their support was invaluable.
 
This is a fantastic achievement and a real testament to 
the students’ dedication and positive approach towards 
both Modern Foreign Languages and school life as a 
whole.

It is with great pleasure that I am able to formally 
introduce the Year 11 Prefect Team.  The girls were 
all recommended by their Review Tutors and had to 
produce a written manifesto outlining why they were 
suitable for the role.

The Prefect Team is made up of students who are 
considered to be trustworthy, reliable and set a positive 
example for the rest of the school. From September, 
they will be actively involved in the daily organisation 
and running of the school and have specific duties that 
they must fulfil on a weekly basis. They will also be 
supporting Year 7 students with their reading during 
morning registration and will help out with Parents’ 
Evenings and fundraising events.

We will also be looking to appoint a Head Girl in Year 11.  
This is a new role which was introduced for the first time 
this year and members of the Prefect Team will have the 
opportunity to apply for this prestigious position in the 
new academic year.  
I would like to wish all of the girls the very best of luck in 
their new roles and look forward to working with them 
on a variety of projects next term!

The Year 11 Prefect Team:

Mia Howard
Leah Batty
Fuxion Slowik
Charmaine WIlding
Salma Mahmood
Asmita Goswami

Year 11 Prefect Team 
2015-16
Mrs Uffindall introduces her new Prefect 
team



Klaudia Boguta
Lily Atchison
Aman Gill
Jaskirat Kaur
Anesuishe Mudunge
Emily Montgomerie
Reya Mahli
Rebecca Stewart
Sophie Todd
Sophie Taylor
Tia Nelson
Louisa Wright
Emily Parker
Fajr Mumtaz
Garbielle Redmond
Emily Bains
Tia Lawrence
Rahmina Zabin
Annie Brighton

On the 19th and 30th of June, the Year 12 history class 
ventured to London in search of political awakening. 
On our first day, we travelled to Parliament and 
were given a tour by Lord Hunt around the House of 
Commons and House of Lords. Along the way we asked 
Lord Hunt questions, varying from his opinion on the 
electoral system to women’s ever growing position in 
politics. This provided us with a great insight into the 
real world of politics and the debates that surround it.
 
For many of us, it felt very surreal that we were walking 
down the same corridors as many of the political 
greats once did. Parliament holds a certain gravity as 
you wonder round, almost as though you can feel the 
history and the great changes that happened there, 
as well as the ones to come. During this trip, we were 
able to enter the House of Commons and Lords whilst 
the debates were occurring. Not only was there a stark 
contrast visually, with the House of Lords holding an air 
of wealth and superiority over the Commons with its 
extensive use of gold paint and extravagant architecture, 
but there was also a clear distinction between how 
they functioned. An example of this was in the Lords, 
whereby there was no order as to who spoke next; it 
was almost as though it was a competition of the arcade 
game ‘whack a mole’, due to the fact that whoever 
popped up first was usually the one to speak, whilst 
the others accepted defeat and waited their turn. Lively 
debates were ablaze regarding issues with housing and 
austerity, particularly the problems that this causes for 
those with disabilities.  This was incredibly interesting to 
see first-hand, as we were able to witness the politicians 
interacting with one another and the issues, as well as 
identify where weaknesses within their arguments lay. 

Year 12 Visit 
Parliament
Government and politics students reflect 
on their recent trip to the capital

The next day we visited the Supreme Court and the 
Imperial War Museum before embarking on our 
journey home.  The Supreme Court, situated opposite 
Parliament, was a grand building built in 1913 that 
consisted of three main court rooms. The first court 
room that we saw was typical of what would be 
expected, very traditional with wooden stalls for the 
public and stained glass windows. The second was much 
more American in style, with plain white walls and the 
Supreme Court emblem positioned directly above the 
judges’ seats.  During the visit, we were told of various 
cases that have been sent to the Supreme Court over 
the years, as well as how the legal system works. The 
cases ranged from the infamous Julian Assange, to one 
that detailed one man’s struggle in his fight to acquire 
an assisted suicide. This was a great experience as we 
were able to understand how the top of the legal system 
functioned, but we were also able to attend a Court 
hearing that was happening in the third court room. The 
case was regarding insurance, but it gave us an insight 
into the processes that occur during a hearing. 

The Imperial War Museum was our last stop before 
home. We entered the building and were greeted with 
colossal fighter planes hanging from the ceiling as if 
about to enter battle. There were a variety of exhibitions 
from one on the Holocaust to one on the Cold War. 
The Holocaust exhibition was harrowing. It brought the 
experiences of many of those who survived and those 
who did not to life, through the use of quotes on the 
darkened walls and videos of survivors recounting their 
experience. The exhibition conveyed, from beginning to 
end, Jewish persecution from the Ghettos to the Final 
Solution, with the inclusion of diary entries and last 
letters sent to loved ones. Its message was a powerful 
one: we cannot forget and we have to learn. 

The two days that passed were ones of great contrast 
and yet similarity. The first and the beginning of the 
second demonstrated moving forward, change and 
justice. The latter part of the second day highlighted 
a need to remember. However the second day also 
illustrated the need to use what we have learnt from 
the past in order to improve and advance into a brighter 
future, where positive change and justice can prevail. 

‘Legacy 110’ is an initiative which encourages students 
who engage in the First World War Centenary 
Battlefields Tour Programme to deliver a community-
based First World War project.

Legacy 
Commendations For 
LGS Students
Miss Christian with some very special 
news for LGS historians



The RE team would like to congratulate the following 
students for their success and hard work in RE this year.

Year 7
Nicole Chikandwa
Sofina Amin
Lydia Harris
Ishpreet Sohanpal
Sonia Baz

Recognition In RE
Miss Shipley commends the hard work of 
her students

Dear Mr Aspinall,

I would like to say thank you very much, to you and 
the rest of your Rotary Club, for funding out residential 
to the Pioneer Centre from 22nd – 24th June 2015.  
I couldn’t have enjoyed it more and it was a great 
opportunity for me to learn new skills.  There were lots 
of activities I did that I didn’t even know existed.

My favourite activity was the raft building, simply 
because it was one of the best and worst experiences 
of my life!  It was a lot of fun building the raft but even 
more fun getting to splash my friends with dirty swamp 
water.  I have to admit that I was a little scared when 
my team’s raft collapsed first, but I soon got over the 
fear when everyone was in the water.  Everybody was 
getting splashed everywhere, especially in the face, 
and I tried my best not to be one of them.  It is better 
being the one doing the splashing instead of the one 
being splashed.  Another activity that I really enjoyed 
was the high ropes.  I am not really scared of heights 
but when I was up on the ropes, I couldn’t stop my legs 
from shaking!  I am proud of myself for doing all three 
obstacles and it is definitely something that I would 
do again.  The first obstacle I did was the beam and it 
consisted of the person climbing up to the top of the 
beam (bearing in mind that it was extremely wobbly), 
standing up on it and jumping off it to hang on the rail 
in front of you.  Yes, it was very nerve racking but I did it 

With Thanks To The 
Rotary Club
Victory Ajayi of Year 9 describes a recent 
trip out of school

Emily Baines
Maisie Malcolm
Deanna Woodhouse-Hawkins
Tia Lawrence
Mia Howard
Leah Batty
Safiya Linton-Chambers
Georgia Wright
Alicia Beerjeraz
Gabrielle Redmond
Amelia Hetherington
Emily Parker
Emma Watson
Heather Byrne

Year 8
Saba Shezad
Bismah Mumtaz
Mariam Naseem
Zainab Saeed
Areesha Waseem

The aim of ‘Legacy 110’ is for every participating student 
to create an enduring legacy by impacting upon at least 
110 people within their local community.  Lordswood 
Girls’ students participated in a visit to the French 
and Belgian battlefields in 2014, the centenary of the 
beginning of the First World War. On their return, 
students recorded and edited their own documentary 
on their experiences and their search for the local 
heroes from Harborne who fell in the Great War. 
This documentary was screened at the Local History 
Showcase held in June 2015.

The documentary project has now been recognised by 
the Institute of Education and received commendations 
for its unique perspective on commemoration.
The following students should be congratulated:

Olivia McComb
Emily Montgomerie
Olivia Ulpiani
Asmita Goswami
Daphne Clarke
Lily Atchison
Patience Kanjira
Valentina Zanetto
Nashita Haque
Mary Holden
Liberty Richardson
Tapiwa Kadzviti
Sara Zahid
Sophie Caprioli

Aishah Parveen
Aala Saleh
Meghan Kohli
Noor Butt
Sophie Keight

Year 9
Leonie Carnegie
Eva Price
Areeba Khan
Aysha Oakes
Maria Ashfaq
Annesha Maurya
Sahar Baburi
Amina Mekic
Iman Raza
Atlanta Regan
Harmeet Johal
Rhiannpreet Wilkhu 

Year 12
Jasdeep Samra
Muna Raza
Hafsah Zaman 
Shayma Abdul Rahman

Chloe Freeman
Eleanor Pratt
Amenah Hussain
Harisa Khadija
Eva Trippier 
Paige Khan

Year 10
Tia Nelson
Heather Byrne
Arezoe Wahid
Jaskirat Kaur
Gabrielle Redmond
Supreet Sidhu
Safiya Linton Chambers
Khaleesa Iqbal
Aisha Mushtaq
Sabrina Shaheen



and that is something I will always be proud of.

Before the trip, I didn’t really see myself as an 
adventurous person but now, I know that I am.  I would 
now consider myself a thrill seeker and a lover of 
heights.  I did every activity that we were assigned and I 
got a sort of adrenaline rush from it.  I believe that this 
trip will really help me with my education because  I 
have shown myself that if I put my mind to it, I can do 
anything.  This will really help me in the future because 
when I find myself in extremely nerve racking situations, 
I know that all I need to do is believe in myself and I will 
do it.

This has been a once in a lifetime experience for me and 
I couldn’t thank you enough for funding our trip.  It is 
something that I would definitely recommend to other 
pupils and I am very happy that my school is working 
with your Rotary Club.  Thank you very much for this 
amazing experience.

It has been an extremely busy year for the PE 
Department, with plenty of new opportunities for our 
students to continue to progress their foundation of a 
healthy, active lifestyle.

We have been fortunate enough to offer a range of 
new and different sports this year including judo, 
ballet, lacrosse, rowing and OAA (Outdoor Adventure 
Activities). Each of these sports has provided further 
development of student performance and self 
confidence within a practical environment. The PE 
Department is extremely thankful to the local clubs 
and activity centres that have provided support and 
coaching capacity for these experiences to take place. 
We are always striving to offer new sports and to give 
Lordswood pupils the opportunity to try something that 
they may never have done before.

Alongside all of these, we have also been involved in 
football tournaments, gymnastics, rowing and athletics 
competitions, inter-form competitions throughout the 
year, visited the Aegon tennis tournament and all the 
other usual events that the PE department works hard 
to offer the students. It would be even better if we had 
more girls willing to give up an hour or two after school 
each week and be prepared to represent the school in 
fixtures across a range of sports; please look out for the 
new club lists on the first week back in September.

Sports Day was a huge success and something that was 
well supported by parents and families. 

Good luck to all at Lordswood over the summer 
holidays, I hope that there is plenty more good weather 
on the way so that everyone can get out and be active 
over the summer!

RE Review
Mr Guppy with a year in the PE 
department

All of Years 7, 8, and 9 are involved in the Accelerated 
Reading Scheme, a computer programme which has a 
dedicated website that can be accessed by pupils using 
their own unique login details. It is designed to help 
both pupils and teachers keep track of independent 
reading. 

Pupils pick books within the reading levels they have 
been given by their teacher after they completed a 
STAR test, and once they have read their book they can 
complete a quiz on the website which helps to ensure 
they have understood what they have just read. Pupils 
should attempt the quiz no more than 48 hours after 
reading the book.

Targets are set by their English teacher at the start of 
each term. Parents who would like to monitor their 
child’s progress can do so using the Home Connect 
website. The link to which can be found on the school 
website under the heading ‘Parents’. You will need your 
child’s login details, which you should have received 
recently via your child; if this is not the case you can 
contact me through the school and I will send them out 
to you.

Also as part of the scheme, pupils are given certificates 
along with prizes for ‘milestones’ such as completing 10 
quizzes and achieving their targets. In the school library 
we have a Reading Wall of Fame and a Word Millionaire 
board to celebrate pupil’s success.

Since the start of September 2014, Year 7, 8, and 
9 pupils have read over 196,562,832 words and 
4,286 books, while 40 students have become ‘word 
millionaires’, a big increase on last year, well done!

Renaissance 
Accelerated Reading 
Scheme
Mrs Ashford with news of our best readers

Students take part in one of the football tournaments 
earlier this year



It’s been an exciting year for Lordswood Sixth Form 
Centre with the growing number of Year 12 students 
that have joined this academic year. The sixth form had 
its first international student who completed her Year 
12 studies in English, religious studies, psychology and  
sociology.  Helmi from Finland explains:
“As an exchange student at Lordswood, I was not 
treated any different from all of the other students. The 
same was expected of me and I was included in all of the 
same things as everybody else. I came to Birmingham to 
experience the everyday life of an English teenager (for 
some of us that is actually the dream), and so I am very 
thankful that I was treated as such and not separated 
from the others. Thank you Lordswood for having me, 
it’s been a great year! I will look back on my time here 
and miss all of you who were a part of it.”

Another first for the sixth form was when our very 
passionate and enthusiastic student Francesca 
contacted the labour party MP for Edgbaston, Gisela 
Stewart to help with her campaign for the elections this  
year. Francesca actively participated in many planning 
and promotional events during her work experience. 
Other work experience highlights include Ramanjit and 
Sharanjeet independently gaining placements at KPMG 
and being selected from a national pool of students. 
These youngsters show much promise in their future 
careers in finance.  Many of our year 12 students have 
undertaken voluntary work at Hagley Road Village which 
has enabled the Academy Trust to maintain the fantastic 
relationship with the Village. More recently students 
have signed up and completed 3 days to assist the 
partially sighted at Queen Alexandra College, another 
successful and continued contact thesixth form are 
proud of and one which enables our Year 12 students to 

On Overview Of Year 
12
Mrs Waraich on an extremely busy year 
for LSFC’s Year 12 

reflect on their personal achievements and give back to 
the local community.

Other student achievements include Kwame and 
Mohammed entering the Lordswood’s Got Talent 
to showcase their music and magician skills. The 
atmosphere and talent displayed by all involved was 
amazing however, special congratulations go to Kwame 
as the winner of Lordswood’s Got Talent 2015. Similarly 
many performing arts students took part in various 
performances including a showcase at The Hagley Road 
Village where Joshua played the lead role.

The Cricket Academy, organised by our Head of PE Mr 
Guppy, has been a huge success this year with many 
year 12 students involved in coaching and training 
sessions. Well done to Ibrahim, Qadeer, Hamza, Waleed, 
Khurum, Shahid, Danyal and Daver for participating in 
the sessions. Likewise congratulations to Philip, Daver 
and Leo who completed the NPLQ course, a swimming/
lifeguard qualification organised by Mr Guppy but 
completed over a series of Saturday sessions.

Members of the Lordswood Cricket Academy

All pupils should be congratulated on their efforts but a 
special mention should go to the following students:  

Most words read
Rosemeen Gulshian 9L    5,860,791

Most quizzes taken and passed
Sana Shahzad  9D  34
Madiha Anjum 7R 31
Kiran Wasim 7G   29 

Finally well done to the following Key Stage 3 review 
groups who have read a staggering 45,043,194 words 
between them (so far!!)
9S                 16,182,796 words
9W          15,304,699 words
9D        13,555,699 words

Well done!

Many of the Year 12s enrolled on our extensive 
enrichment programme this year. Students competed 
short courses on from Mandarin to Henna application. 
The variety of enrichment programmes were organised 
by Mrs Machin and Mrs Kauser and the students who 
decided to grasp the opportunities available were 
appreciative and felt they achieved success from them. 
Students who were highlighted for their commitment 
are Nayomi, Rizza, Jasmeet, Sabrina, Faryal, Ifrah and 
Sonia. In addition the following for their dedication to 
First Aid Hassan, Gurveer, Navjot, Waleed, Hamza and 
Danyal.

Part of the enrichment programme included 
Lordswood’s continued support for the UCC Ghana 
project. Six students, Naveena, Catriona, Fransesca, 
Sunaya, Tamara and Alisha helped Ms Tooley and Ms 
Dignon raise £1500 through various fund raising events 
from the Ghana Quiz to baking and selling cakes. The 
students and staff are in Ghana for four weeks helping 
to teach students and support the work of the charity. 
Good luck!



Zobia Zabair   Media
Hafsah Zaman   Media
Mohammed Tayub  English
Francesca Iafrati  English
Sharanjeet Kaur  ICT
Efstathios Tetradis  ICT
Muna Raza   RE
Nareece Kaur   Geography
Simran Sangha   Mathematics
Willibrod Mbtangie  Psychology
Amrit Sohal   Spanish
    Sociology
    Music
    History
    Student of the Year 

The sixth form council undertook many projects this 
year, from waxing legs to raise money for Children 
in Need, to raising the profile of and promoting the 
understanding of equal rights and sexual harassment. 
In addition launching the ‘online student voice’ where 
students who log concerns/issues also come up with 
solutions. The sixth form team wish to thank all those 
involved for giving up their time to be part of or 
supporting the council.

A brave (?) volunteer prepares to be waxed for charity
It’s now time for our Year 12 to think about and actively 
seek advice and support for their post 18 pathways. 
Many have visited various university open days, 
including those organised by the 6th form team to 
Aston University for the UCAS convention and open day 
at the University of Birmingham.
 
We wish all the Year 12 students the best of luck for 
their results on the 13th August 2015.

The following students were also recognised by their 
subject teachers for their outstanding effort and 
achievement this year:
Rakha Tewany   Business Studies
Ramanjit Dubb  Business Studies
Nayomi Jaison   Chemistry
Genevieve Benton Hawthorn Biology
Amena Akram    Applied Science
Jasdeep Samra  Art
Joe Deakin   Photography
Qadeer Ahmed   Engineering
Amrita Phull   Engineering
Hamza Ahmed   Sport
Efstathios Tetradis  Sport
Sharonjit Hayre  Health and Social Care
Judy Willetts   Health and Social Care
Isatou Kamara   Work Experience
Joshua Berrington  Performing Arts &
    Health and Social Care
Kwame Toussaint  Music
Manvir Boora   Music

Ballet at Hagley Road Village
Following on from the sessions in school, students 
continued to enjoy more ballet workshops with the 
residents at Hagley Road Village where dancing was 
based on the ballet of “Coppelia” and “Carmina Burana”.  
The workshops explored themes and characters from 
the ballet to allow them to understand the stories and 
respond creatively.

Residents enjoyed learning the routines with our 
students and we thank Birmingham Royal Ballet 
and Speight of the Art for the fantastic opportunity.  
Students gained a great insight into the work of 
Birmingham’s international ballet company.

Residents Coffee Morning 
Local residents enjoyed coffee and our art exhibition 
on Saturday 20th June with Mrs Götschel discussing 
the plans for the expansion of Harborne Primary 
School.  The morning was well attended by residents 
and Councillor John Alden also came along to enjoy our 
students’ art and photography work.

Community Events
Miss Hegarty on summer events in and 
around Lordswood



This term we have been reading for the CILIP Carnegie 
and Kate Greenaway Children’s Book Award 2015.
As part of their literacy lesson, a group of seven Year 7 
students shadowed the Kate Greenaway Medal, looking 
at the shortlisted books.

In particular they looked at the characters, illustrations 
and genres, producing book reviews and reports 
on their chosen book. The girls also voted for their 
favourite book by giving them one point for their least 
favourite up to a maximum of eight points for their 
favourite book.  

At lunchtime on Monday 22nd June, we were able 
to find out which books had won the awards. All the 
students were given certificates, with one lucky student, 
Parveen Kaur of 7G, winning the prize draw.
 
The winner of the Kate Greenaway Award was 
‘Shackleton’s Journey’ by William Grill, while ‘Buffalo 
Soldier’ by Tanya Landman won the prestigious Carnegie 
Medal. 

To find out more about the awards visit the website 
www.ckg.org.uk/shadowing.

Year 7 Literacy Project
News of the annual CILIP Carnegie and 
Kate Greenaway Children’s Book Awards

The students involved in the awards with their 
certificates

I’m sure everyone will agree with me when I say it’s 
been a busy year in the Sixth Form – never a dull 
moment! The Year 13s embraced the year with a ‘Can a 
pound make a difference?’ competition and by George 
did they make a difference! Students put their creativity 

A Busy Year For Our 
Year 13s
Ms Kauser sums up the year for the LSFC’s 
Year 13s

to the test and created some amazing little parcels of 
heaven, (sweets), and some even ventured into the 
realms of ice cream selling to muster a grand profit. 
Students designed promotional materials and dressed 
up to entice people into buying their products.  The 
event proved to be a huge success with students raising 
over £300. Review group 13.5 managed to raise £100.40 
by themselves - a huge triumph! 

By the time September was out we saw the 
appointment of Joash Riley and Amelia Wilkinson 
as Head Boy and Head Girl. Joash and Amelia have 
been great ambassadors for the sixth form and threw 
themselves into the role. They were beavering away 
attending Sixth form events and leading assemblies and 
made sure all the sixth form felt they had a say in what 
was happening. A huge WELL DONE to you both!
 
October saw the launch of the first ever, ‘The 
Enrichment Experience’ exhibition. Here students 
had the opportunity to select three activities they 
wanted to take part in over the academic year. The 
activities ranged from learning how to perform Henna 
Art, learning Mandarin, taking part in martial arts to 
working with the British Red Cross. Congratulations to 
Qasim Mohammed (Archery guru), Jowayria Hussain 
(brilliant first aider), Avanish Bhopal and Benjamin Daly 
(Mardarin enthusiasts) and Jaynise Ryner and Simranjit 
Dubb (yoga experts). The students benefited immensely 
from these experiences. If you missed out on any of the 
activities we look forward to providing some more great 
opportunities next year. 

The lead up to Christmas was the busiest ever with 
over 110 students applying to go to university, yes 
that’s over 110 UCAS applications that needed checking 
and rechecking (thank you Ms Dignon and Ms Kauser 
for all the support I hear the students say!) Many 
students have successfully secured places at some really 
prestigious universities; the pain was all worth it in the 
end. During the madness of UCAS we also had a team of 
six sixth form students attending the Lord Mayor’s Quiz 
at the University of Birmingham. The team, (Bryannah 
Collins, Sandeep Kalsi, Adil Iqbal, Noveena Varma. 
Mohammed Idrees and Charlie Kowalik) did LSFC proud 
and out of all the schools in Birmingham they made it to 
sixth position.

The students arrived back from Christmas break fully 
focussed and ready to focus on their studies. The 
Basketball Academy reached new heights; the players 
were all involved in the West Midlands Men’s Basketball 
League, with Joash and Adil Iqbal both playing in the 
Premier team and the Division 3 team. The academy 
finished mid-table in the league which was a big success 
for the academy’s first year. Congratulations to Aalyah 
Malcolm, Adil Iqbal, Joash Riley, Ryan Sangha and Priya 
Rupra - we wish them luck with the next stage of their 
basketball careers. 

The Year 13s this year have been fantastic and have 
contributed in a really positive way to the Sixth Form. 



Saying goodbye at the Year 13 Leaver’s assembly was 
emotional to say the least but at the same time a really 
happy moment where we celebrated the successes of 
the year. The following students were given personalised 
engraved pens and certificates for their achievements in 
the following subjects:

Nola James    Art
Shanita Purewal & Manraj Gill Business Studies
Adam Hands    Engineering
Ameilia Wilkinson   English
Jemma Kajol Mahey   Geography
Melody Overton   Government &
     Politics
Henna Mahmood   Health and Social
     Care
Sandeep Kalsi    History
Arzoo Eman Abad & Mandeep Kalsi ICT
Mohammed Qasim   Mathematics
Ellis Hackett    Media
Eleanor Ireland    Media
Renee Squire    Performing Arts
Megan Campbell   Photography
Simon Chakki    Product Design 
Sandeep Kalsi    Psychology
Sophie Neale    RE
Sabrina Iqbal    Applied Science
Gursimran Kaur   Biology 
Farrah Mahmood   Chemistry 
Rajan Saggu    Physics 
Simran Bains    Sociology 
Lydia Silverton    Spanish 
Malakai Fuller Spence   Sports 
Jaynise Ryner    Work Experience 

Well done to all of them on their accomplishments! 
I wish all the Year 13 the best of luck for their future 
endeavours; it’s been a pleasure getting know such a 
wonderful group of students, and as they move onto 
pastures new I would like them to remember their time 
at LSFC and keep in touch. 

Students at Lordswood Girls’ School were given 
the chance to meet professional musician Simon 
Desbruslais.  Not only did they visit him at Birmingham 
University, but upon his return visit to the school, they 
also were given the opportunity to compose a piece 
which he then performed on the trumpet.  Below are 
accounts from some of the students involved:

“I met Simon at Birmingham University where we 
watched an orchestra perform which I found really 
interesting and enlightening.  Then Simon came into 
school where he explained how to compose for the 
trumpet.  I really enjoyed composing for Simon and 

Simon Desbruslais, 
My Experience
Three students describe their recent 
experiences in music

learnt a great deal.  I hope we can do a similar workshop 
again soon.”
Sophie Todd

“I have enjoyed the experience as a whole and I am very 
grateful for the opportunity.  In particular, I enjoyed 
going to Birmingham University and listening to the 
English Orchestra play.  It has really inspired me and 
I think that the way they play is amazing, especially 
the dedication that they show.  Writing the music was 
interesting and help me to develop my skills a lot.  It was 
good to hear it played on a real instrument as it provides 
a much more realistic idea of how it sounds than a 
computer programme can.”
Gabrielle Redmond

“When we went to the university and saw the orchestra 
play, I felt so blessed to have the chance to watch 
them rehearse.  To sit with them was amazing and I 
felt like I was part of something.  Then when it came 
to composition I found it difficult at first but then once 
I came up with the opening bar, it was easy.  I really 
enjoyed writing my composition and then hearing it 
being played.”
Lily Aitchison 

Students listening intently to the orchestra at 
Birmingham University

This year Mr Baker chose three girls to be our school 
nurse ambassadors and those girls were Kiah, Fatima 
and Anisah.  In May we went on a training course at 
St Andrews football stadium to learn about our role 
which is to promote the school nursing service and 
also to gather ideas from students regarding health 
issues they would like more information about.  We 
have been working with the school nurse to deliver this 
information and we have also designed a poster that 
will go inside our planners next year. This will provide 
information about the school nurses.  We have delivered 
assemblies to present the role of school nurses to all 
year groups from 7 to 10.

Nurse Ambassadors
News of a new nursing initiative



Lordswood News

Mon 26th - - Autumn half term
Fri 30th Oct  

W/C 2nd & - Year 11 mock exams
9th Nov   all week

Thurs 12th - Year 12 Parents’ Evening 
Nov   4 - 6.30pm

Thurs 19th - Sixth Form open evening
Nov   

Thurs 26th  - Christmas Fayre
Nov   

Fri 27th - INSET school closed to
Nov   students

W/C 30th - Year 13 mock exams
Nov & 7th Dec all week

Fri 4th  - Year 11 taster day
Dec  

Tues 8th - Year 7 theatre trip
Dec   

Thurs 10th  - Christmas concert  
Dec   
   
Fri 18th  - School breaks up
Dec   12 noon

  

Thurs 3rd - INSET school closed to
Sept    students

Fri 4th - School closed for Years 
Sept   7-11
  - Post 16 interviews all   
   day 

Mon 7th - School open to students
Sept

Weds 9th  - Year 7 Dudley Zoo trip 
Sept 

Thurs 17th - INSET school closed to
Sept   students
  - Open evening 6 - 8pm 

Mon 21st  - Open morning
Sept   9.30am - 12.30pm

Mon 28th - Year 9 immunisations
Sept

Thurs 1st - Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Oct   4 - 6.30pm

Thurs 15th - Year 13 Parents’ Evening 
Oct   4 - 6.30pm

Thurs 22nd - Year 10 Parents’ 
Oct   Information Evening 

Diary Dates

Start of term arrangements

Monday 7th September 2015

Year 7 arrive  8.35am
Year 8 arrive  9.30am
Year 9 arrive  10.00am
Year 10 arrive 9.00am
Year 11 arrive 10.30am

Year 12 should arrive at 11.30am
Year 13 should arrive at 12 noon

All year groups should go straight to the 
hall upon arrival.


