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Dear Parents,

The end of the school year approaches but it would 
be wrong to suggest that activities are winding 
down! I write this at the start of the final week of the 
term with sports day (hopefully the weather won’t 
let us down!), our summer fayre and our celebration 
evening ensuring that the term ends on a high. 

Please take note of the reminder on the back page of 
this newsletter of the slight change to the timings of 
the school day from September; from September, the 
ending of the school day on a Wednesday is 2.20pm. 
Applied Learning will run from 2.20pm  - 3pm.

This term we say farewell to several staff. Ms 
Fernandes (MFLs) and Mr Grant (RE) who have 
covered for staff on maternity leave; Ms Powell 
(English) is taking up the post of KS3 Coordinator 
for English at Lordswood Boys’ School; Mrs Stiles is 
leaving her post as teacher of ICT but we hope she 
will continue to work at Lordswood in a more ad 
hoc capacity covering lessons for absent staff.  Ms 
Bacon is retiring after making a valuable contribution 
to Lordswood as a teacher of English and, more  
recently, as a cover supervisor. She has played a 
significant role in so many aspects of school life and 
we are extremely grateful to her for all that she has 
done and wish her well for the future. This last half 
term we have also welcomed back from maternity 
leave Ms McPherson, Mrs Robinson, Mrs Swallow and 
Mrs Ghalib. 

The Summer term ends for years 7-10 at 12 noon on 
Friday 18th July.

The Autumn term starts for new Year 7 students on 
Tuesday 2nd September. For students in Years 8 to 
11, the term starts on Wednesday 3rd September and 
students should arrive at the following times:

Year 11: 8.45am
Year 10: 9.30 am
Year 9: 11am
Year 8: 11.45am

A Letter From The 
Headteacher

Students should go straight to the 
hall on arrival to meet their Review 
Tutors.

The term starts for sixth form 
students on Wednesday 3rd 
September and Year 12 students 
should arrive at Lordswood Boys’ School at 10am and 
go to the hall; Year 13 students start at the same time 
and should go to the hall at Lordswood Girls’ School.

I should like to thank you all for your support over 
this last academic year and I wish you a relaxing and 
enjoyable summer.

With all good wishes,

Mrs Jane Götschel, 
Executive Headteacher

If your daughter is newly diagnosed with a medical 
condition that requires medication to be given in 
school please contact the school asking to speak 
to Mrs Rossiter to arrange a meeting with the 
Healthcare Coordinator.

Please note that the School will only accept 
medication which has been prescribed by a doctor.

The School’s Policy on the Administration of 
Medicines and Supporting Students with Medical 
Needs is currently under review following new 
guidelines issued by the DFE which are being 
introduced from the 1st September 2014 and will be 
made available on the School website shortly.

A Medical Reminder
Important information for parents



A Year 8 Trip To 
The University of 
Birmingham
Amelia Palin, Jasmine Chohan, Maisie 
Robertson and Iman Raza write about 
their second visit to Birmingham Uni
At the beginning of the day we listened to a 
lecture from a professor. He talked to us about the 
importance of education and how not to take it for 
granted as we are all given an opportunity to study 
at university. He inspired us by telling us about his 
past and how he was the first in his family to be given 

We arrived late on the 5th July to start our four 
week volunteering trip at Future Leaders UCC in 
Teshie, Ghana. On Sunday Billa (who runs the school) 
explained the history of the project and how it 
has progressed since he started it under a mango 
tree 14 years ago.  He showed us round the ever 
expanding centre which now has 10 classrooms for 
the 156 children who come here. On Monday we 
all did our first day of one to one teaching with the 
nursery school children. We helped them learn their 
alphabet, some short words and did some counting 

Greetings From 
Ghana!
A message from Miss Tooley at the 
Underprivileged Children’s Centre in 
Ghana

the opportunity of higher education. Today most 
people are able to achieve what they want through 
learning; however in the past education was a rare 
thing only meant for wealthy people.

After the lecture we were taught about ancient 
myths and legends and how to spot the truth 
behind them. We were shown pictures of artefacts 
with intricate designs of hybrid creatures, gods, 
goddesses and mortals. We also learnt about the 
myth of the Minotaur, what it was based on and what 
it tells us about the society of ancient Greece.

At lunchtime, all the schools got to chat and mix 
with each other. I talked to quite a few girls from 
different schools and also a second year student. She 
told me how she went through phases of wanting 
to do different careers. When she came to university 
she discovered her passion for English and drama. I 
really enjoyed being able to chat with the university 
students as they give amazing advice.

After lunch we went to a Japanese lesson and were 
welcomed with a smile and “Hello, my name is Yuki” 
in Japanese before competing a quiz about Japan 
learning some basic sayings.  Yuki also told us about 
life in Japan.

At the end of the day we gathered together for a 
Forward Thinking talk. Esther (one of the organisers) 
talked to us about our next visit in April and how 
important GCSEs are. She explained that many 
people do not try hard with their GCSEs as they 
think they are not important. We learnt that they are 
important as many universities look at your GCSE 
grades as well as your A Level grades. As we left we 
were given booklets all about universities and advice 
about GCSE and A Level choices.

I really enjoy the Forward Thinking programme and 
feel I’ve learnt lots about university education.

The School Council 
News from the School Council from Mrs 
Pearce
The School Council has had a very successful year.  
They have raised £395 for Breakthrough Breast 
Cancer, £395 for Jeans for Genes, £826 for Children 
in Need by having non uniform days, and also got 
the school running two miles for Sport Relief which 
raised a massive £2397.  They have also raised 
£565 for school funds and have purchased sports 
equipment for the playground, giant bean bags for 
use in the library and picnic tables for the students 
to sit at outside.  The Council also purchased two 
outdoor table tennis tables for students to use 
during lunch breaks.

This year’s fund raising week took place during 
the penultimate week of term and saw Years 7 
and 8 take part in a sponsored loom band event 
to make bracelets be sold at the Summer Fayre 
on 16th July.  Year 8 held a sponsored Macarena 
and all of the proceeds raised at these events are 
going towards the Olly Hemmings charity which 
supports a young boy who has been diagnosed with 
a very rare tumour, and the Oncology Department 
at Birmingham Children’s Hospital where Olly is 
receiving his treatment.

Year 9 students sold cakes and jewellery, all made by 
the students themselves, with the proceeds being 
donated to St Mary’s Hospice.
Cancer Research was the chosen charity for the Year 
10 students who encouraged everyone to wear a 
pink accessory for the day in return for a donation.

So a BIG thank you, on behalf of the School Council  
at Lordswood Girls’ School, to all of you who 
have taken part in the events organised this year, 
and also a MASSIVE thank you to everyone who 
has supported us in making our fund raising so 
successful.



go to Imogen Hetherington whose game was voted 
“best in the year” and has since been made for the 
summer fair.
 
Kiah McPherson’s trick:
Think of a number
Add 4
Add the number you were first thinking of
Divide by 2
Subtract 2

To develop their understanding of mathematics in 
the world of work, six Key Stage 3 students have 
designed a “Station of the future” as part of the 
Go4SET engineering scheme with Network Rail, 
whilst four Year 12 students designed a solution to 
avoid accidents at Railway Level Crossings.

Tanvir Kaur, Maya Randle, Isma Rani, Aysha Oakes, 
Sahar Baburi and Simran Kaur (Year 8) describe their 
work with Go4SET and Network Rail:

“Six students from Year 8 were chosen to take part in 
the ten week engineering project with Go4SET. The 
task was to redesign a railway station and to improve 
the overall quality for visitors catching trains. We 
were given Five Ways Railway Station to redesign and 
after a visit to the station quickly came up with loads 
of ideas! We made a 3-D model of our new station, 
wrote a report explaining what we would change 
and why, and gave a five minute presentation to a 
panel of judges at the Big Bang event in the Ricoh 
Arena on 24th June 2014.  The whole team really 
enjoyed the experience and although we did not 
win at the Big Bang event, we took away many 
good experiences (as well as freebies!) and highly 
recommend taking part next year!”

From the mathematics department, we wish you 
all an enjoyable summer. Remember to keep using 
your maths and for an extra special challenge, I have 
included puzzles below for your enjoyment.

Miss Tooley, Mrs Summerfield and Lordswood’s 
volunteers with students at the UCC

Another busy term has been and gone in the 
mathematics department. By the time you read this, 
Year 10 will have completed their end of year mock 
examinations, ready to face the challenges of Year 
11 and Years 7 and 8 will have sat their end of year 
assessment.
In order to support Year 10 as they continue into Year 
11, various additional opportunities have been put 
in place and students should be encouraged to take 
part:

• Breakfast club running daily from 8am, S7.
• Lunchtime club running on a Tuesday and 

Thursday lunchtime from 1:25pm (also open to 
other years).

• After school sessions on Tuesdays, 3pm-4pm, S7.

Throughout the term, students have been involved 
in various activities. Year 7 have used algebra to 
become magicians and perform their own magic 
tricks and Year 8 have designed fairground games 
in order to make a profit for charity. One of the 
excellent magic tricks is below and was presented to 
the whole of Year 7 in assembly, in June. A selected 
number of Year 8 also presented their game design 
to their year group in assembly and congratulations 

Manic In Maths!
A report from the Mathematics 
Department from Mr Slack

and simple addition with others. Break times are a 
chance to learn some of the games the children play 
and to read stories. 

From 2pm onwards we have the opportunity to 
explore the local area and yesterday we all had a 
drumming lesson at the cultural arts centre. We have 
settled into life in Ghana very quickly and even the 
cold bucket showers aren’t all that bad. We have seen 
a few of the children Lordswood sponsor and we will 
bring back photographs and letters ready for you 
to see in September. Billa sends his best wishes to 
everyone at Lordswood and thanks you all for all of 
the support that you give to the project.



Miss Jackson’s Year 9 Book Club

Review of The Lord of the Flies, by Emily Bains 9R
This year I’ve been going to book club. We have read 
several books, but my favourite was ‘Lord of the Flies’ 
by William Golding.  The book starts when an aircraft 
crashes and all the survivors, who are young boys, 
are left on a nearby island. Things start out okay, and 
one of the older boys called Ralph takes the role as 
the chief- whose main rule is to keep a signal fire 
going at all times.  However, trouble starts when the 
signal fire is left unattended and therefore is burnt 
out when a ship passes by, causing friction on the 
island. When rumours start to arise of a beast on the 
island, things go from bad to worse. I really enjoyed 
the characters in the book and how their true 
colours came out over time. I also think the plot was 
interesting and unpredictable. I would recommend 
this book to anybody looking for an interesting and 
eye-opening read. I would rate it 4 stars, for although 
it’s a little slow to start, it’s a really good read that is 
definitely worth trying!

Goings On In 
English
Lots of activity from the English 
department

Over the holidays, you should spend some time 
thinking (and maybe doing some research) about 
your choices for post-16.  You will need to make 
all applications through www.UCASProgress.com 
including applications to Lordswood Sixth Form 
Centre.  You will get your own unique username 
and password in order to complete your application 
through the UCAS Progress website but in the 
meantime, you can have a browse there and see 
what’s on offer.  The deadline for making your 
applications will be FRIDAY 19TH DECEMBER 2014.  I 
know this sounds a long way off but it will be here 
before you know it.

Don’t forget you can talk to your Review Tutor about 
your choices and you can also make an appointment 
to see Anna Perry or Ms Baker if you are really unsure 
about what your next steps should be.

Making Your 
Application for Post 
16 Studies
Ms Baker with advice for all new Year 11 
students

Award Winning Poetry at Lordswood Girls’ School

Every year the University of Birmingham run a poetry 
competition for students in Birmingham schools. This 
year, over fifty Lordswood Girls’ School students took 
to grabbing their pens and submitting their entries 
on the chosen topic: ‘My World’.  Despite competition 
from her LGS peers and hundreds of other students 
from local schools, Lydia Metson (9D) won the prize 
for best poem in the competition! This is a fantastic 
achievement and a real testament to Lydia’s creative 
writing skills. A special mention should also go to 
Deanna Woodhouse Hawkins (9L) who was one of 
the runners up in the competition. Congratulations 
to you both! The students’ award winning poems are 
printed below:

Blossoming, blooming and flourishing,
flowers emerge from the dark depths
where they once lay dormant
Into a display of vibrant colours.
Buds sprout from once barren branches,
suspended from gnarled brown twigs
In the palm of the tree’s wooden hand
lies a fortress of sticks
Hairline cracks from over the pastel speckled shells.
Animals that lay in solitude and silence
reawaken to the blinding morning light
The sun shines through the gaps in the shade
raindrops slide down the new leaves,
land on the floor
Delicate petals become visible
through the deep green of the grass
The air is filled with warmth and life
The start of a new season.

By Lydia Metson
Winner in Year 9

Minecraft

I spawn in a world, 
Alone as can be,
Scared if a Creeper walks out on me.
A chicken walks past, 
Clucking with glee.
I punch you to death,
So I can have you for my tea.

I climb the blocky mountain,
As high as the world.
I see an endless green,
Loading before me.

The moon starts to rise,
And zombies start to spawn.
With them groaning at me,
I build a shelter fast.
I open my inventory, 
to build a crafting table.
To make a sword,
With two wooden planks and sticks.



continue to develop into one of the top European 
players over the coming years.

Throughout the year the extracurricular basketball 
club for the girls has proven to be very popular 
with over 15 girls regularly attending the Friday 
after school club. These sessions will continue next 
year, with hopefully more from every year group 
attending so that we can arrange some fixtures 
against local schools.

A special mention must be given to three girls – 
Sophia Floyd, Jessica Marku and Ammaarah Samuel, 
who all attended the City of Birmingham National 
League trials and were invited to become members 
of the Under-14 and Under-16 girls team for next 
season. This is a great achievement and a very 
much deserved reward for all of their hard work at 
basketball club this year. The Basketball Academy 
wishes them all the best for the coming season and 
hope they can be the stars in the school teams next 
year as well too!

The 2013/2014 season has once again been a huge 
success in the West Midlands Basketball League 
Premier Division. Not without it’s challenges of 
training venues, player illnesses and injuries, once 
again all of the players that have represented 
Lordswood have done the school and Trust proud. 
Competing in the top division of regional men’s 
basketball, Lordswood finished third in the League 
and reached the Rosebowl semi-final. Joash Riley 
and Adil Iqbal have both shown outstanding 
commitment, determination and desire throughout 
the season and will no doubt be vital players in the 
teams next season.

Aalyah Malcolm is continuing to play National 
League for West Bromwich Albion and has also been 
a key member of the West Midlands Regional squads 
this season. She is incredibly hard working and can 
always be found in the gym practising her shooting – 
hopefully next year she can have more females from 
the sixth form join her!

Lots of former pupils are making great strides both 
on and off the basketball court but none more so 
than Myles Hesson. Leaving Lordswood in 2011, he is 
currently playing professionally in Germany and was 
named as one of their top-5 players in the Premier 
German Men’s division. He is also a member of the 
Senior Men’s Eurobasket squad representing Great 
Britain this coming summer. Everyone at Lordswood 
is immensely proud of Myles and he will no doubt 

Basketball News
Coach Guppy with an update from the 
Basketball Academy

I dig a hole straight down with my trusty pick,
Searching for some precious ore.
Iron, Gold, Lapis and Redstone,
But the most precious of all Diamond.

The nether is dark,
Full of red.
With lava, fires, blazes and more,
I kill twenty blazes for their powder,
To travel to the end.

I travel to a Stronghold,
I place twelve eye of enders in the portal,
I travel to a world not known to me.
The end is the last place I would like to be.

I spawn in the end with the ender dragon flying,
I see purple crystals swaying side to side.
I take my bow and shoot the crystals.
I take them down and start attacking the dragon,
He turns into a ball of light like the sun and dies.
I delete the world and start all over again.

Deanna Woodhouse-Hawkins
Year 9

WMBL 
Premier 
Division

Played Won Lost P.F. P.A. P.
D’duct

POINTS

2013/2014

B’ham Mets 14 14 0 1296 1020 0 42

Smiths 
Wood 
Sabres

14 10 4 1132 949 0 34

Lordswood 14 9 5 1120 1070 0 32

W’hampton 
CC

14 9 5 1068 1045 0 32

Balts 14 4 10 772 900 0 22

Mavericks 14 4 10 977 1058 0 22

B’ham 
Blazers ‘A’

14 4 10 851 993 1 21

Aston 
Eagles

14 2 12 722 903 2 16

Day 1

Our first day was spent travelling from LGS via coach 
and ferry to France and then on into Belgium. Our 
first stop was at Essex Farm Cemetery, made famous 
as the place John MacCrae wrote the poem “In 
Flanders Field”. It also contains the grave of one of 
the youngest soldiers to die in WW1 – Valentine Joe 
Strudwick a 15 year old rifleman. We were also able 
to locate a local hero – W R Hemming from Harborne 
who was buried here.

Battlefield Bloggers
Miss Christian brings us excerpts of the 
Lordswood Girls’ School blog written 
during the recent Year 9 and 10 trip to 
the battlefields of northern France and 
Belgium



Day 2

Today we visited a range of sites such as the 
Passchendale Memorial Museum, Tyne Cot 
Cemetery(the largest Commonwealth War Cemetery 
in the world), Langemark Cemetery (a German WW1 
cemetery), Sanctuary Wood (the original British 
frontline and the recreated trench system).After a 
long day we were privileged enough to be able to 
take part in the daily act of remembrance at the 
Menin Gate (a “Memorial to the Missing” soldiers 
in WW1).Representatives of LGS Emily Parker, Emily 
Baines and Georgia Wright laid a wreath on behalf of 
the school.

Day 3

Today we took our coach deep into the Somme 
region of France visiting Vimy Ridge and trenches – a 
memorial to the Canadians that fought there. Then 
onto Thiepval, a memorial to the missing soldiers of 
the Battle of the Somme and Ulster Tower (the burial 
place of Billy MacFadzean, a Victoria Cross winner 
who selflessly sacrificed himself by throwing himself 
on a box of grenades to save the other men in the 
trench).Finally today we visited Wellington Quarry 
where British and New Zealand troops took shelter 
preparing for the Battle of Arras in 1916.

Day 4

On our final day we started our morning with a visit 
to a traditional Belgian chocolate shop, followed by 
a visit to Ljissenthoek Cemetery. Here, Staff Nurse 
Nellie Spindler was buried, one of only 2 women 
buried in Commonwealth Cemeteries around 
the World. Our students talked about her life and 
significance spending some time reflecting on the 
role of women during WW1. After our wreath laying 
ceremony we continued our visit to Poperinge Town 
Hall viewing the execution cells and shooting post 
where soldiers were executed (often for cowardice or 
desertion), and finally to Talbot House where many 
soldiers found home comforts and were able to relax 
and recuperate during their time away from the front 
lines.

The Year 9 and 10 students enjoying the sunshine

Read more about our visit and see our photos and 
videos on the Battlefields Blog section of the school 
website!

The wreath laid by Lordswood students in memory

Each summer brings healthy eating week. This year, 
each year group was involved in a variety of sessions 
linked to where food comes from, how to eat well 
for success, factors that affect food choice and 
making sensible choices. The aim of the week is to 
get students excited about food and to realise that 
eating healthy doesn’t have to be boring!

Healthy Eating 
Week
Mrs Summerfield reflects on activities to 
promote a healthy lifestyle

Students took part in a variety of lunchtime 
workshops, making smoothies, pasta from scratch, 
beetroot and chocolate muffins, butternut squash 
cakes and edible flowers. All of the students who 
attended got stuck in and found out that fruit and 
vegetables have never tasted so good! 

Creating edible flowers using egg white and sugar



The following students received awards for their 
achievements throughout Year 7.  The girls took 
part in a range of extra-curricular activities such 
as the school play, Little Shop of Horrors, regional 
gymnastic competitions and the Dance Quest, in 
addition to achieving an impressive number of 
praise slips for their academic work.  At the rewards 
assembly, Mrs Peniket acknowledged how dedicated 
and enthusiastic the students had been throughout 
Year 7, and praised them for their individual 
strengths and talents, and for their contribution to 
the success of Year 7 at Lordswood Girls’ School.  

7R
Sarah Jassim
Chloe Freeman

7G
Saba Shahzad
Ikra Khan

7W
Ruth Shioleftou
Layla Mehan-Bennet

Year 7 Rewards
Congratulations from Mrs Peniket

7S
Leilani Merrell
Kate Leslie

7L
Manisha Sidhu
Avneet Biran

7D
Amelia Aykroyd
Chaia McQuail

As part of our Sports Leaders Level 1 course, we had 
to organise a primary festival for Chad Vale. A lot of 
preparation had to be done before the event such as 
preparing lesson plans, risk assessments, timetables 
and certificates and as overall managers of the event, 
we had to make sure all the plans were completed 
and sessions were practised and evaluated before 
the event.

On Monday 23rd June, 30 students from Chad 
Vale arrived on a glorious sunny day and took part 
in a range of activities including obstacle relays, 
basketball and penalty shoot outs and the festival 
was a great success!

Chad Vale Primary 
Sports Festival
Sara Shekarchi, Maariyaah Shaheen, 
Sughra Saghir report on their experience 
of being leaders for a day

Documenting results and organising events, our girls 
came into their own!

All of the girls made a food pledge at the end of the 
week, just one simple target to improve the food 
choices they make and their lifestyle, so hopefully 
everyone is working towards meeting their goals!
Thank you to everyone who attended the workshops 
and a special thanks to Ms Bacon who picked out all 
of the flowers for us!

In the autumn term Key stage 3 students competed 
in a Language Recital Competition to win a place 
in the regional final. Students were given the first 
half of a dialogue in the target language and asked 
to complete the conversation in an original and 
creative way. They then had to recite and interpret 
the dialogue using props and costumes in front of 
a panel of judges who decided upon the winners. 
Congratulations to the following students who won 
the LGS heats and thus reached the regional final to 
represent the school:

Carys Blake 7R and Mariam Naseem 7G
Sophia Floyd 8G and Kiran Ubhi 8G
Caila Ryner 8R and Simran Minhas 8R
Heather Byrne 9R and Sara Zahid 9L.

On Wednesday 21st May 2014 Lordswood Girls’ 
School hosted the South West Area Network 
Language Recital Competition Regional Final. 
Students from school across the region attended 
the event, including students from King Edwards V 
Ways, Bartley Green School, Lordswood Boys’ School 
and Hillcrest School and Community College. The 
standard of performance was extremely high and all 
of our eight students demonstrated an exemplary 
attitude and approach to the competition; it was 
clear that students had worked hard to memorise 
and interpret the dialogues creatively in French and 
Spanish. 

Congratulations 
From The Modern 
Languages 
Department
Ms Siviter reports on the Language 
Recital Competition Regional Final



On Monday 19th May, students in Years 10, 12 and 13 
got to meet 400m Olympian Daniel Caines as part of 
the Sky Sports Living for Sport project. 

The 400m runner, originally from Solihull shared 
stories and inspirational words with our students 
about his experiences at the Sydney Olympics and 
allowed them to hold his World Championship gold 
medal.  Daniel spoke honestly and openly about his 
sporting career and the sacrifices he had to make 
growing up, as well as the adversity that he had to 
overcome when he was involved in a road traffic 
accident which nearly left him paralysed.

The students thoroughly enjoyed listening to the 
advice and guidance that Daniel shared with them 
and took advantage of the opportunity to ask 
him questions about his diet, training and career 
highlights.

An Olympian Visits 
Lordswood
Miss Thomas with news of the Sky Sports 
Living for Sport project

Our students, once again, made us very proud and 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank and 
praise them for their achievement. 

Congratulations to the following students for being 
runners up in their category:

Caila Ryner 8R and Simran Minhas 8R - First year 
French category.

Call Out

Do you have any skills in textiles, for example 
knitting, sewing, applique etc or skills in product 
design, for example carpentry, metalwork etc, 
or skills in food for example cake decorating, 
catering practice, finishing techniques etc. have 
some free time and would like to help support 
staff and students within a lesson during the next 
academic year? If so, please contact p.faulkner@
lordswoodtrust.co.uk.

Product Design – practical success

Throughout the year all students have been 
designing and making some fabulous products from 
jigsaws and keyrings for Dudley Zoo in year 7, to 
table and toy products at AS level. Year 10 students 
have also made some excellent storage boxes made 
out of oak which have seen them learn and hone 
a range of skills, including producing a range of 
wood joints, comb, dowel, halving, marking out, 
using a plane and product assembly and finishing 
techniques. Below are some of the pieces of work 
made.

News From Design 
and Technology
Mrs Faulkner reflects on a amazingly 
productive year

The amazing A Level toy product produced by our 
students

Daniel speaking candidly to our students about his 
experience as an Olympian

Students listen attentively to the visiting athlete



Year 9s have settled well into their new course 
options, either GCSE Computing or GCSE ICT.

Support is available for all Key Stage 4 and 5 courses 
during lunch, Monday to Friday and after school on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.

All students have been given a new email with the 
Lordswood Trust Google email domain - 
username@lordswoodtrust.co.uk

ICT Update
Planning for next year’s GCSE students

On Friday 20th June 2014,  we experienced a once 
in a lifetime opportunity on our visit to Henley-on-
Thames near London.  We had great fun singing and 
playing card games on the mini bus and when we 
got there, topped up our tans and watched some 
warm up races and time trials .  As well as this we saw 
a ‘cox’ in action (pretty scary!). To top it all, we got to 
follow a race with the umpire on a launch in a very 
posh motorboat - amazing! 

On the banks of the Thames, we observed the elite 
performers in action which has inspired us to carry 
on with our rowing club.  We got to observe races 
close up, giving us the idea of what it would be like if 
we were to take the hobby a step further. We also got 
to meet Olympic silver medallist Miriam Batten and 
many other interesting people on our day out. 
The trip to Henley was by far the best school trip I 
have ever been on and I hope we can do it again next 
year.

An Invite To The 
Women’s Regatta At 
Henley!
Mia Howard and Klaudia Boguta report 
from a day on the river

In the sun by the Thames at Henley

On the 12th of June 2014, a group of girls from years 
7-10 were lucky enough to be given a chance to 
attend a tennis training session at the Aegon Classic. 
When we first arrived we were able to walk around 
and watch some semi-professional tennis players 
training for their upcoming tournaments; we even 
got to see part of a warm up match which was really 
fun but looked like really hard work!

Schools from all over Birmingham attended the 
training sessions which were hosted by different 
coaches. We were divided in to three groups and 
had to rotate around three different stations. Each 
station tested a variety of different skills which were 
vital for success in tennis. The first station tested 
our hand-eye coordination; we completed many 
tasks like balancing the ball upon the racket and 
bouncing the ball on the strings of the racket whilst 
alternating hands, this proved to be quite difficult 
but did help to improve our patience! The next 
station we attended was challenging our ability 
to uphold a rally; we held numerous rallies with 
different opponents in an attempt improve our 
rallying skills. This station was very entertaining yet 
frustrating as we came to the realisation that rallying 
was definitely not an easy skill!! And finally, the last 
station we attended was by far the hardest, it tested 
our cardiovascular endurance. We completed an 
endurance activity (where we weren’t allowed to 
stop running!) multiple times; this was extremely 
tiring as we had to complete a forfeit (doing the 
plank for 30 seconds) if we stopped! However, this 
station was particularly motivating and did improve 
our endurance on a whole because nobody wanted 
to complete the forfeit. 

Overall, the experience at the training session was 
incredibly fun and motivating; we learnt a whole new 
array of skills and realised the amount of hard work 
and dedication a tennis player puts into their career.

Tennis Training!
Ayesha Maqsood on an wonderful 
opportunity for Lordswood’s tennis fans

Students at the Aegon Classic Championships



The year 11s, 12s and 13s have been working tirelessly on their examination units since January and have 
finally completed their courses. They have produced a broad range of original and creative projects which 
demonstrate a wealth of skills and ideas. The work was displayed at the Creative and digital arts evening on 
Thursday 26th June which was a great success. Everyone who viewed the work was extremely complimentary 
and impressed by the talent. We are extremely proud of the students’ achievements and wanted to share a 
selection of their work with you.

Lordswood Gallery Summer 2014
Miss Tooley with an update





plenty of opportunities for tacking and gybing. 
As I’m quite light I was flying and managed a few 
overtaking manoeuvres which put me in 2nd place 
overall out of all the Birmingham Secondary Schools 
and 1st place in the women’s category.  

This term the full Governing Body met once, and 
the Finance and Premises and the Learning and 
Achievement Committees also met once each.  In 
addition governors also helped out on discipline 
committees and interview panels.   Each governor 
has a link to a particular subject and governors 
came in and met with the teachers and visited some 
lessons.

Some governors also sit on the committees which 
deal with aspects of the Academies Trust, involving 
both schools – for examples, the Resources and 
Staffing committee looks at some of the issues to do 
with the buildings and the grounds.   The Trust also 
looks at strategic issues and works towards a longer 
term vision for the two schools.

On Saturday 5th July governors from both schools 
and members of the Senior Leadership Teams met 
for a training morning.

Governors also attended some of the summer 
evening events and celebrations such as the African 
evening and the summer concert.

If you would like to contact the governors, you can 
contact:
Tina van Zeller
Clerk to the Governors
0121 429 2838 ext.230
t.van.zeller@lordswoodtrust.co.uk

News From The 
Governors
Mrs Van Zeller with news from the 
Governing body

Esme and I took part in a sailing race in a Laser 
Pico on Friday 4th July on Edgbaston Reservoir.  
There were over 100 participants from a variety of 
schools including St. George’s, Kings Norton Girls, 
Kings Norton Boys and Lordswood Boys who were 
competing in a range of different sailing categories.  

It was a tricky day for sailing with lots of gusty wind 
and torrential rain; the conditions proved too much 
for some...unfortunately Esme took a dunking and 
capsized but I kept going.  The gusty conditions 
made things difficult and sails had to be reefed 
and there was no chance of flying the jib.  It was a 
triangular course with a loop at the end providing 

Lordswood Sails To 
Success
Frankie Iafrati from 11D shares news of 
her recent boating success

Frankie shows off 
her trophy

All students have been extremely busy this term 
during Citizenship and PSHEE days and I would 
like to highlight particular individuals for their 
outstanding contribution. 

Firstly, four Year 8 students were selected by the NHS 
careers service to receive commendation certificates 
for the materials they made for the ‘step into the 
NHS competition’ that was launched during a PSHEE 
day in the spring term. The NHS praised the girls for 
their innovative ideas and mature approach to the 
competition. Congratulations to Ellie Mattu, Olivia 
Watson, Victoria Ajayi and Maisie Robertson!

Another group of students who deserve a special 
mention are four Year 9 girls who were selected 
to represent the school at the semi final of the 
‘next generation awards’. The awards are run by 
Birmingham Civic Society and allow students to 
present their ideas to make Birmingham a safer 
and happier place to live. Farheen Kadra, Saarah 
Choudhury, Sara Mohan and Louisa Wright are due 
to present at the next round of the competition at 
Newman University on Thursday 10th July. They have 
given up a lot of their spare time to prepare and I 
would like to thank them for their hard work and 
dedication. 

Lordswood Girls’ 
Are Good Citizens
News from Miss Preston in PSHEE and 
Citizenship



If you have a practical skill that you would like to 
‘pass on’ such as cake decorating, carpentry, metal 
work or quilt making etc…..please email p.faulkner@
lordswoodtrust.co.uk. 

Jane with one of the knitting students

I would like to thank Jane Collins once again for 
showing some of my Year 8 students, how to make 
a knitted hat. Jane has worked with three groups of 
girls over the past academic year. Year 8 students 
design and make a hat for a baby, toddler or young 
child in Textiles. Having Jane come in and work with 
some of the girls has been a great opportunity for 
sharing skills and their piece below demonstrates 
their enjoyment of the lessons withe Jane.

For design technology as a part of our textiles course 
we challenged ourselves as a small group of five 
to knit a hat for certain target audiences. With the 
help and support of Jane we created different styles 
of knitted hats. Not only did we learn how to knit a 
successful hat but we learnt how to use several other 
skills and techniques such as casting on and off, 
finger knitting, pom pom making and much more! 
We really enjoyed this new experience and thank 
Jane who helped this project become a successful 
and enjoyable experience.  

Annesha Maurya 8R, Iman Raza 8S, Aman Sunner 8R,  
Amelia Malcolm 8R, Courtney Hall 8L. 

A Big Thank You 
From Textiles
Ms Clarke with a thank you to a very 
special lady

News From RE
Miss Shipley reports on what’s been going 
on in the RE department
The RE department have had a busy summer term 
helping GCSE and A Level students to prepare for 
their examinations. In order to help students revise, 
a visiting speaker from the Muslim Students’ house 
came to lead a master class on the five pillars of 
Islam. The year 11 students who attended the session 
thought that it was a memorable way to revise 
previous topics and had the opportunity to ask many 
complex questions. The visiting speaker was highly 
impressed by the level of knowledge shown by our 
GCSE students. 

The RE department have also taken a group of year 
10 students on an extra-curricular opportunity to 
Edgbaston High School. The students formed part 
of the audience alongside other schools to ask 
the panel of local MPs, television personalities and 
religious leaders questions on women’s rights and 
ethics.  Below are some accounts of the day from our 
students:

“I thought that the topics discussed during the 
debate were interesting because they spoke about 
alternative aspects of each argument.” 
Zainab Mohamed

“I think that the event was very enlightening as to 
other people’s views. It was at times comical and 
there were interesting controversial topics raises that 
got us thinking.”
Damesha Heath

“Today I enjoyed the trip to Edgbaston High School.  
The debate was intense and very educational!  I 
learnt a lot from this debate and it has inspired me to 
do further research into the key topics.” 
Nandi Ka-Ncube

“The debate was interesting and gave us an insight 
into the opinions of individuals who had a large 
impact on the decisions made in Britain.  The event 
was a great contribution to our studies in RE.  I 
thoroughly enjoyed it!”
Maariyah Shaheen
  
The RE department hope to plan many more extra-
curricular opportunities next year including the RE 
team lunchtime club.

Applications for RE team will be available from 
September so remember to ask your RE teachers 
how to get involved!



Dance Quest is a project that The Princes Trust 
has funded in order for students to access and 
experience artistic endeavours. Students interested 
in dance have had the opportunity to develop 
original dance pieces with the choreographer Claire 
Palethorpe, who helped students realise ideas along 
the themes of Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes.

The project ended with some wonderful 
performances by Year 7 and 8 students , who had the 
opportunity to present their final pieces to parents 
on 8th June in the Patrick Centre at the Hippodrome. 

The months of rehearsals clearly paid off with an 
experience that the girls will treasure.

Drama Goes To 
Dance Quest!
Mrs Hartland on the school’s involvement 
with the Dance Quest project

All KS3 students are now involved in the Accelerated 
Reading Scheme. 

Students pick books within the reading levels they 
are given by their teacher after they have completed 
a STAR test, and once they read their book, they 
complete a quiz on the website which helps to 
ensure they understand what they have just read. 
Students need to attempt the quiz no more than 48 
hours after reading the book.

Targets are set by their English teacher at the start of 
each term. Also as part of the scheme students are 
given certificates along with prizes for “milestones” 
such as completing 10 quizzes and achieving their 
targets. In the school library we have a Reading Wall 
of Fame and a Word Millionaire board to celebrate 
students’ success.

As the school year ends, Key Stage 3 students (Years 
7, 8, and 9) have read 218,643,265 words, 4,964 
books and taken 4954 quizzes!

388 certificates have been awarded and we have 56 
word millionaires!

These numbers are all an increase on last year’s 
achievements, well done to you all!

Renaissance 
Accelerated 
Reading Scheme
News from Mrs Ashford in the library

On Wednesday 25th June Year 12 BTEC students 
attended the Sports Science Convention at 
Birmingham University where they were given a 
taste of the Sports courses that they offer. 

Sports Science At 
Birmingham Uni
Joash Riley of Lordswood Sixth Form 
Centre reports on a trip to Birmingham 
University

A special mention should go to 7R who between 
them have read a staggering 17,918,162 words and 
passed 395 quizzes, well done!!

All students should be congratulated on their efforts 
but a special mention should go to those students 
who have read over two million words each!

Esha Ali and Angharad Pearce 7D
Jasmine Belle 7G
Sarah Jassim 7R
Manisha Sidhu and Jessica Todd 7L
Elda Ketena and Maisie Robertson 8D
Rosemeen Gulshian 8L
Emily Parker and Amy Robinson 9R
Salma Mahmood 9S

Well done to Taya Shervington-Powell 7R who has 
read an amazing 5,201,161 words, passing 57 quizzes 
a brilliant achievement!

Honours List in the Accelerated Reading 
Competition 

The competition was open to students in Years 
7, 8, and 9 who have a ZPD (Zone of Proximal 
Development which defines the reading level range 
from which a student should be selecting books) of 
5.0 and above (i.e. their reading colours are RED & 
PINK/PURPLE) .

Students had to:
Register their interest in taking part with Mrs Ashford 
in the library at the beginning of the Spring term.
Read books from a list of challenging literature and 
pass the reading practice quizzes to accumulate 100 
points. For each book they read (and pass the quiz at 
least 90%), they were awarded 10 points.

When they reached 100 points, i.e. read at least 10 
books and passed the quizzes, they were put into a 
draw to win a prize of a £50 book token.

Congratulations and well done to Mariam Naseem 
7G and Salma Mahmood 9S. The winners will be 
presented with their prize along with a certificate by 
Mrs Ashford during their assembly in July.



One of our students pushes himself during the sessions

The day started off with a V02 Max demonstration 
in one of their lecture theatres where one of the 
senior lecturers conducted the gruelling test on an 
undergraduate. The next session was focused on 
strength and conditioning  where we were given 
the opportunity to participate in other tests like 
measuring how high a person can jump off the floor. 

The next session was called ‘The Winning Margin’. 
This lecture discussed the simple things that we can 
do as athletes to enhance our performance.  For 
instance, taking your pillow to competitions so you 
sleep better will ensure that you are ready to train 
and compete the next day. We then looked at ways 
in which coaches motivate their athletes focusing on 
the psychology of sport. 

The next session was arguably the most interesting 
of all, ‘Performing Under Duress’. This was a practical 
biomechanics session demonstrating how the brain 
adapts to different situations.  Some of the activities 
included wearing glasses which blurred your vision 
for a few seconds whilst students threw balls at you 
and you had to judge the trajectory on only their 
hand movements which was amusing if you were 
watching. 

Year 8 science club students were treated to a 
morning out of school to attend a lecture at the 
University of Birmingham. The Sunshine Lecture 
focussed on the science behind our food and senses.  
The students were asked to take part in the lecture 
by eating what seemed to be a fixing sweet and then 
sucking lemons in front of a packed lecture theatre. 
Unbeknown to them, half of the student had been 
given a tablet which altered their taste receptors, 
resulting in a very sweet tasting lemon! Other 
activities saw students from other schools finding 
money in a vat of custard, racing to empty ketchup 
bottles and whipping up Marmite to alter its taste 
and texture!

Students were shown the secrets behind packaging 
and had water bottles frozen before their eyes by 
merely slamming the bottle on the desk! A fantastic 
morning was had by all and the students were, as 
always, a credit to the school.

Science Club At The 
Sunshine Lectures
A sunny day out for Year 8 students and 
Mrs Farrah

Wearing glasses to see how vision affects abilities

Another task was a simple game of darts until you 
put on the goggles which obscured your vision as 
they had placed glass prisms on the end to make 
your eyes look in different directions. At the end we 
were introduced to Mike Sweeney a decathlete for 
Great Britain. Mike shared his personal experiences 
and journey through university. This gave us an 
insight into university and the career of a full time 
athlete.

Enterprise At 
Lordswood
Business news and best wishes from Mr 
McManus and Mrs Waraich
Business Education

The Enterprise Education Trust worked with a group 
of Year 10 business studies to create an awareness 
of Enterprise, Careers and Financial Awareness. 
The students were asked to budget and create a 
rollercoaster and work out their profits which were 
compared to their competitors.  In addition students 
discussed various types of personal finance and the 
impact of fraud and scams on people’s lives.



A Winning Design!
Mrs Clarke brings news of a victory at the 
Rotary Club
The Rotary Club of Birmingham annually holds the 
Design and Technology Awards in three categories, 
Young Persons Award for Design and Craftsmanship, 
Young Persons Award for Ideas and Young Persons 
Award for Innovation. We entered three students 
GCSE Controlled Assessment work, Sarish Alam 11W, 
Alex Stanley Ahmed 11D and Esme Williams 11L. A 
hundred and twenty entrants from 14 schools across 
Birmingham entered and the work ranged from 
GCSE to A2 level. 

Sarish’s kaftan was short listed and an invitation for 
myself and Sarish to attend lunch and a presentation 
was accepted at the Copthorne Hotel in Birmingham. 
All nine short listed students and their teachers 
attended. Work was displayed by all of the short 
listed entries and members of the Rotary Club and 
the new Mayor of Birmingham visited the stands to 
admire and ask the students questions about their 
work. 

We then had lunch, followed by the presentations 
where Sarish was awarded 1st Prize in the Young 
Persons Award for Design and Craftsmanship. She 
was presented with a £100, certificate and Illustrated 
Dictionary of Science. 

I would like to congratulate Sarish on this 
achievement; her hard work, dedication and passion 
for the subject paid off and I wish her all the best 
for her sixth form studies. Alex Stanley Ahmed and 

Esme Williams were commended on their efforts and 
awarded a certificate. 

Girls putting their engineering skills to the test
Business Studies Year 13 Success dinner

A visit to Zizzi’s in Harborne took place for a delicious 
celebration meal and various deserts to celebrate the 
success of the year 13 business studies. 
Mr McManus and Mrs Waraich wish all year 13 
business students the best of luck for the future.

Sarish receives her prize from the Lord Mayor

Students Get 
Creative In English
Kainat Jahangir and Maisie Robertson of 
Year 8 review their recent creative writing 
sessions
Recently my class was chosen to take part in a 
creative writing workshop which lasted four sessions, 
each an hour long. The sessions were run by Malcolm 
and Phillip, (a writer and a teacher) who were kind 
and helped us to write our own friendship fable.

Three students were chosen to receive prizes; these 
prizes were novels and were recommended by the 
school librarian. Overall, I thought the experience 
was amazing and I would definitely love to do it 
again.
Kainat Jahangir 

My class recently had its fourth and final creative 
lesson with Malcolm and Phillip. For four lessons we 
planned, redrafted, wrote and improved a piece of 
creative writing; a story about friendship dilemmas. 

Malcolm and Phillip gave us great tips on how to 
make our writing style more effective and interesting 
for the reader. I really enjoyed these workshops and 
will take away what I have learned and apply it to 
my English lessons. I hope to write stories when I am 
older and what I have learned in these workshops 
will, I am sure, help me.
Maisie Robertson 

From Malcolm McGivan:
I wanted to say, on behalf of Philip and myself, how 
much we enjoyed our recent visits to the school 
for the sessions with Year 8. We hope the students 
benefitted from the respective sessions.



A Summer Reading 
Challenge
Reading fun for all the family this summer
Every year, families all over the country take part 
in the UK’s biggest reading event for children in 
libraries, the Summer Reading challenge, run by the 
Reading agency. There’s a different theme each year 
and the aim of the challenge is to get children to 
read six books from their library during the summer 
holidays.  It is run in very nearly all libraries in the UK 
and it is completely free.  

The Summer Reading Challenge website allows your 
child to log the books they have read during the 
summer, and beyond. They can also find new books 
to read, recommended by other children, take part in 
competitions and play games.

For more information visit 
www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk

Aspirations Of 
Oxford
Ms Bufton on a memorable day amongst 
the dreaming spires
On Thursday 18th June I had the pleasure of 
accompanying ten Year 9 students to Oxford 
University as part of an Oxford Aspiration Day. 

When we first arrived in Oxford the girls were 
amazed by the beautiful buildings and surprised 
to see so many bicycles! Our day started off at 
New College, despite its name it is actually one 
of the oldest colleges in Oxford. We listened to 
a presentation about academic and social life at 
university from the admissions tutor. He described 
the college structure at Oxford University and how 
students attend small group tutorials in addition to 
lectures. 

Afterwards we were shown around the college by a 
second year student. We discovered that the college 
has its own library, chapel, dining room and gardens. 
The girls commented on how it felt like Hogwarts 
but little did we know! Our final part of the tour led 
us through a part of the college called ‘The Cloisters’ 
and it was here that a scene from Harry Potter was 
actually filmed! 

At lunch we noticed lots of students in suits. We 
were told that these students had just returned from 
end of year examinations, where it is customary 
for students to dress in black suits and gowns. Our 
guide also told us that the colour of the carnation 

they wear in their buttonhole indicates how far 
they are through their examinations. For their first 
examination students wear a white carnation, pink 
for the subsequent examinations and then a red 
carnation for the final examination. By wearing 
different colour carnations other students know just 
by looking at you whether you have just started, are 
in the middle of or have finished your examinations!

Our day concluded with a tour of The Pitt Rivers 
Museum, one of the world’s finest collections of 
anthropology and archaeology, from around the 
world and throughout human history. The students 
were given unknown objects and tasked with 
working out what the object was, the material it was 
made from and which country it came from.

Amongst the famous Cloisters of New College
The day was thoroughly enjoyable and all the 
students valued the opportunity to experience a 
small taste of life at Oxford University.

News From Years 10 
and 11
Mrs O’Shaughnessy rounds up the year 
for our Key Stage 4 students
Year 10 have had a busy end to the term with some 
students getting involved in the curriculum trips 
that have been taking place.  Some have been off 
to Lichfield whilst others have been as far afield as 
Belgium and the battlefields of Northern France.  
Others got to gain some valuable post-16 advice on 
careers and education at Newman University.  

As a year group, their focus has improved as the 
year has gone on and, on the whole, the end of term 
profiles made good reading.  As we head into the 
summer break my advice for all of the year group 
would be to take time ensuring that their notes 
from the year are complete and include depth and 
detail.  In addition I would highlight the importance 
of ensuring that revision notes are made so that 



Pro Tennis Comes 
To Lordswood
10L’s Georgia Wright reports on a visit 
from one of our top British tennis pros
On Tuesday 10th June 2014 the British tennis player 
Katy Dunne visited Lordswood Girls’ School to 
participate in a tennis session with some Year 8, 9 
and 10 students whilst she was in the area for the 
annual AEGON Classic tournament. 

Many girls participate in tennis club every 
Wednesday after school, developing their previous 
skills and many have learnt how to play tennis in a 
matter of weeks! 

In the session, we took part in various cardio tennis 
activities which involved high energy practices and 
hitting the ball accurately – these sessions were very 
intense as the sun was shining down on the tennis 
courts.

Summer Chill Out 
Evening
Amy Robinson and Heather Byrne of Year 
9 review a musical evening
On Thursday 10th July, the music department 
organised a concert where people could come and 
listen to the talented musicians at our school. A 
various number of students performed spectacularly 
in a wide range of areas, such as the guitar ensemble, 
the African drumming group, the string group and 
the gospel choir. A group of African dancers also 
performed amazingly. Thankfully, we had a turn out 
of at least 100 people and raised an extraordinary 

Lordswood students with tennis pro Katy Dunne

Katy then arrived and we participated in a game of 
champion/challenger doubles. I had the privilege 
of being Katy’s partner and it was amazing to 
watch a professional tennis player hit the shots. 
Although Katy was actually injured her shots showed 
staggering amounts of skill and control. 
After the session everyone sat down for a chance to 
ask Katy some questions. 

Katy talked about how she had been playing tennis 
since she was around 4 years old. She had always 
been interested in sport and had participated in 
many other sports such as hockey and gymnastics. 
We also learnt that Katy spent large amounts of 
her training sessions in the gym keeping her body 
strong and lean. She also gave us all a tip on how to 
keep the nerves at bay when playing in high-profile 
matches. She said she just focuses on the game and 
remembers that this isn’t a job she does for pay but 
one she does for passion and because she purely 
loves the game. She just forgets the nerves and gets 
lost in the intensity and excitement.

All in all the visit form Katy was inspiring, interesting 
and fun. Meeting a pro-tennis player shows you that 
you can achieve whatever you want in life whether 
it’s in tennis or academia.

these can be added to throughout year 11.  This 
preparation is key as the mock examinations are 
in early December and revision needs to start 
approximately 8 weeks before.  There will be an 
information evening in early September to make 
year 11 students aware of the important milestones 
in the year and how they will need to prepare.  

Well, what can I say, year 11 have had a very busy 
final half-term and have risen to the challenge well.  I 
look forward to the results on Thursday 21st August.  
The year 11’s final farewell was on Friday 27th June 
with their prom at Tally Ho.  They all looked stunning 
and it’s difficult to believe they were the same group 
of students who had been present for their leavers’ 
assembly only hours before.  I found it difficult to 
believe that there were no broken ankles with the 
size of the heals some of them were brave enough to 
wear and I’m sure there are records that were broken 
for the most number of students and balloons that 
you could fit in the back of a taxi at the end of the 
night.  

A great night was had by all and there was plenty 
of dancing and singing and even a special guest 
appearance from Mr Summerfield who had the 
dance floor rocking with his version of Gangam Style.  
Awards were presented to those students who had 
been chosen as prefects as a thank you for their work 
throughout the year as well as awards to recognise 
the academic achievements of other students.  All in 
all, a fitting final farewell to a fantastic year group.  I 
would like to wish you all the very best wherever you 
go, and wherever that may be I’d like to think that 
Lordswood will always hold special memories for 
you.  



Mrs Baxter introduces another performance from 
her fabulous Gospel Choir

When not performing themselves, the girls from the 
Gospel Choir enjoyed the other performances

From everyone at 
Lordswood Girls’ School and the 

Lordswood Academies Trust,
we would like to wish you al l a wonderful 

summer and we look forward to seeing you al l 
again in September!

£65! We here in the music department will use 
this grand total to buy new instruments and new 
equipment, as well as restoring some of the older 
instruments. 

During the evening, we had the honour of listening 
the string crew and their take on the Game of 
Thrones theme tune and Trouble (by Taylor Swift). 
The guitar ensemble did Matador and Sea Rivers. 

The African drummers did an amazing drumming 
piece that was well rehearsed and went very well. 

The African dancers did a wonderful dance that they 
had put together themselves over the last few weeks. 
The Gospel Choir led the majority of the concert, 
with a mix of medley’s, their take on various songs 
and many other beautiful pieces that brought many 
members of the audience to tears.

Thanks to Mrs Sahre, who did Mehndi and provided 
a large supply of samosas for during the interval. So 
thank you to everyone who participated in the event, 
and to everyone that came to watch. 



Lordswood News

Thurs 16th - Year 13 Parents’ Evening
Oct   4-6.30pm

Thurs 23rd - Year 9 Careers Fayre Day 
Oct

Fri 24th   - School breaks up 3pm 
Oct   Non uniform wear it pink 

Mon 27th - - Autumn half term
Fri 31st Oct  

Mon 3rd - Normal school day
Nov 

W/C 10th - Year 11 Reviews & 
Nov   Post 16 reviews all 
   week

Thurs 13th - Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Nov   4-6.30pm

Thurs 20th  - Year 11 Taster Day
Nov   Sixth Form Open Evening
   6-8pm 

Weds 26th - Christmas Fayre 4-6pm
Nov

W/C 1st & - Year 11 mock exams all
8th Dec  week

Fri 5th  - Non uniform day
Dec   

W/C 8th  - Year 9 reviews with  
Dec   parents all week
   
Thurs 11th - Year 7 theatre trip 
Dec   Year 12 Parents’ Evening
   4-6.30pm 

Fri 12th - Whole school PSHEE day
Dec    

Mon 15th - Pantomine Lordswood
& Tues 16th - Boys’ School 7-9pm
Dec   

Weds 17th - Christmas Concert 7-9pm
Dec

Fri 19th  - School breaks up
Dec   12noon

  

New school timings as of 
September 2014

Mon 1st - INSET day school closed
Sept    to students

Tues 2nd  - Year 7 students in school 
Sept   

Weds 3rd  - Whole school induction
Sept   Year 7 CAT testing

Staggered start, Weds 3rd Sept:
Year 7  8.35am
Year 8  11.45am
Year 9  11.00am
Year 10 9.30am
Year 11 8.45am
Year 12 9.00am at LBS
Year 13 10.00am at LGS

Thurs 4th - Whole school induction 
Sept   PSHEE day

Fri 5th  - Whole school induction
Sept   Year 7 Black Country
   Museum Trip  

Thurs 18th - INSET day school closed
Sept    to students
   Open evening 6-8pm

Mon 22nd - Open morning
Sept   9.30am-12.30pm

Thurs 25th  - KS4 & KS5 infomation 
Sept   evening 6.30-8.30pm

Thurs 2nd - Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Oct   4-6.30pm

Diary Dates

 Monday, Tuesday,   
 Thursday, Friday 

Reg/Assembly    8.35 - 8.55  
Period 1        8.55 - 9.55 
Period 2        9.55 - 10.55 
Break        10.55 - 11.15 
Period 3       11.15 - 12.15 
Period 4       12.15 - 1.15 
Lunch        1.15 - 2.00
Period 5       2.00 - 3.00 
Applied Learning        - 

Wednesday 

8.35 - 8.40   
8.40 - 9.35 
9.35 - 10.30 
10.30 - 10.50 
10.50 - 11.45 
11.45 - 12.40 
12.40 - 1.25
1.25 - 2.20
2.20 - 3.00


