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Dear Parents,

I hope you will enjoy reading this edition of our 
newsletter which gives you a good insight into what has 
been happening this term. In addition, we were pleased 
this week to hear that our planning application for the 
new sixth form block and sports hall has been successful 
and, with the tender process now completed, we should 
be on schedule for building work to start mid-January – 
let’s hope it doesn’t snow!!

Earlier in the term, we were delighted by the national 
school performance tables which, recognising 
Lordswood Girls’ School’s 2016 examination success, 
rated the school as ‘well above average’. The publication 
of the Department for Education’s data (RAISEonline) 
confirmed the school’s position as within the top 5% 
schools nationally – good news indeed! In spite of the 
various changes both to examinations and performance 
measures, the data shows that Lordswood Girls’ 
School continues to excel in comparison with schools 
nationally. This success reflects a lot of hard work on the 
part of students and staff and I should also like to thank 
parents for their support and encouragement of their 
children. 

We have been encouraged by the comments received 
from parents with regard to the new arrangements for 
dropping off and collecting children from school; the 
feedback has been very helpful and we will continue 
to work with the police and the Council on addressing 
dangerous driving/parking around school in order to 
keep our children safe. You should all have received 
a letter from the police stating that U-turns are not 
allowed and I would ask that all parents ensure that 
their children get out of their car onto the pavement not 
the road and that they cross the road at the pedestrian 
crossing. Thank you again for all your support with this.

This week we say goodbye and thank you to Ms 
Wagstaff who has been working in science this term and 
we wish her success in her future career. We also wish 
Mrs Miller well as she starts her maternity leave.

A Letter From The 
Headteacher

The festive season at Lordswood reaches 
its climax with our Christmas concert 
on Thursday 15th December. Tickets are 
available from school and I hope to see 
many of you at this popular event. 

The term ends for years 11-13 at 3pm on Thursday 15th 
December and for years 7-10 at 12 noon on Friday 
16th December. The Spring term starts for all years at 
the normal time on Tuesday 3rd January. 

I should like to wish you all a very joyful Christmas and a 
happy and prosperous 2017.

With all good wishes

Mrs Jane Götschel, 
Executive Headteacher

After introducing the Year 11 Prefect Team during the 
summer term, we have recently appointed a new Head 
Girl.  Several Prefects applied for the prestigious position 
and, after submitting a formal written application and 
taking part in an interview, Miss Millward and I agreed 
that Caila Ryner was the successful candidate.

During her interview, Caila expressed her thoughts and 
ideas eloquently and already has plenty of experience 
when it comes to presenting information to larger 
audiences, particularly with the work that she has done 
in the past as part of the Executive School Council and 
through the delivery of assemblies.

Congratulations Caila, you are a positive role model and 
I am sure that you will offer your support, advice and 
guidance to the students at Lordswood Girls’ School.  
We look forward to working with you.

Head Girl 2016-17
Mrs Uffindall introduces the new 
Lordswood Girls’ School Head Girl



It has been a successful start to the term for Lordswood 
Sixth Form Centre. As well as welcoming 169 students 
into Year 12 in September, we have already started 
receiving applications for next year following on from 
our well attended Open Evening in November. Our 
newly appointed Head Boy and Girl, Leo Van Zeller and 
Priya Malhi, did an excellent job of promoting the sixth 
form to prospective students  and our current Year 12 
and 13 were superb in their ambassadorial roles. With 
expanding numbers, we are all looking forward to the 

LSFC Update
Ms Dignon with news of post 16 goings on

Mrs Peniket, Mr Baker and Mrs Uffindall would like 
to congratulate all Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 students 
receiving awards this term.  The following students are 
to be applauded for their community involvement and 
participation in enrichment activities during the autumn 
term.  All students will be awarded certificates and 
prizes during their end of year rewards assembly.

7D Charlotte Price
7D Jaya Malhi
7G Sara Kawani
7G Claudia Bryan
7L Caelyn Willbanks
7L Gia Dhami
7R Munnazzah Mir
7R Qudsia Fatima
7S Rachel Ling
7S Hannah Holdaway
7W Joyce Nkengni
7W Holly Freeman

8D Farah Shah
8D Zahra Sagier
8G Asila Mahmood
8G Eve Casey
8L Asma Parveen
8L Abigail Parker
8S Caitlin Norman
8S Myiesha Hassain
8W Jaskirat Kaur
8W Elliott Duffell

9D Sanna Wazir
9D Mehak Kohli
9G Shuja Amna
9G Joely Howard
9R Saniyah Mahmood
9R Camerun Jagpal

End Of Term 
Congratulations!
Our Achievement Coordinators
would like to congratulate the following 
students on a great autumn term

9S Jaspereet Nahal
9S Aishah Parveen
9W Bisma Khan
9W Nicole Chikandwa

10D  - Angharad Pearce
10D – Amelia Akroyd
10G – Saba Shahzad
10G – Mariam Nazeem
10L – Manisha Sidhu
10L – Zoya Ayub
10R – Jasleen Sandhu
10R - Jasmine Gill
10S – Mashal Shakeel
10S – Aliyah Hussain
10W – Lotti Slowik
10W - Holly Perkins

11D – Rachel Masiyiwa
11D – Victoria Ajayi
11G – Aysha Oakes
11G – Annie Casey
11L – Hanna Oakes
11L – Maaria Khan
11R – Annesha Maurya
11R – Jessica Marku
11S – Iman Raza
11S – Kainat Jahangir
11W – Rozi Tadesse
11W – Priya Aulakh

building of the new sixth form block which is due to be 
in place next year. Year 11 students will be taking part 
in a sixth form taster day in January when they will get 
to experience sixth form style lessons to help in their 
decision making process for next year.  

Lordswood Sixth Form Centre 2017 application 
information is now available at:
http://www.lordswoodsixthformcentre.co.uk/
We advise Year 11 students to wait until after the taster 
day and the Year 11 parents’/IAG evening on 12 January 
before submitting their form. 

Ms Waraich - Head of Year 12 - has organised this 
year’s Sixth Form Student Council and they have 
already met to set their priorities for the term. These 
include encouraging each review group to fundraise 
for a local charity and to input into mental health 
education. Review group 12.7 has  already raised £64 
for Dazzling Dreams by organising a Halloween Dress 
Up Day; 12.2 has raised £40 for Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital through a cake sale and 12.3 has raised over 
£70 for Cerebral Palsy Midlands from a whole variety 
of activities - and all this in just the last few weeks! The 
Sixth Form Council is also coordinating a collection for 
the local Food Bank to support families in need during 
the festive season. 

Mrs Leadbetter - Head of Year 13 - is busy working with 
Year 13 students who are going to university to finalise 
their UCAS applications. We would like to extend our 
thanks to our  post 18 staff mentors who have given up 
a lot of their time to advise students on course choices 
and personal statements.

Finally, this year has seen the addition of football to 
our range of sport academies in the sixth form. We are 
working in partnership with Romulus Football Academy 
to provide intensive training to aspiring footballers who 
also wish to continue with their academic studies. Leo 
gives us an update on how they have been getting on 
over the first term:

I am very thankful for the opportunity to get involved 
with the Romulus Football Academy this year as it has 
allowed me to do what I love most in the world, which 
is play football, while also getting on with my other 
studies. We train 3 times a week with an actual match 
most weeks giving us all chances to show off the skills 
we have developed in training. As a team we have 
developed as well. At the start of the year none of us 
knew each other and none of us were elite performers 
but now it is evident we have evolved as a team, 
establishing friendships and showcasing raw talent as a 
squad. Despite not always winning every match we have 
endured several exciting games, the most noticeable 
being our 4-2 win over Aston Manor. 



This term has been extremely eventful for the School 
Council, who have been trying to put the suggestions of 
the school into action. The new School Council members 
were anonymously elected by their forms through an 
application process in which they described why they 
were suitable candidates for the role- congratulations to 
the new members! Overall, our events for this academic 
term have been very successful, allowing us to raise 
money for many worthwhile causes. An example of one 
of our many events was Children in Need day, where 
year 9 took the reins. They decided to organise a talent 
show, show casing their skills and it was a very popular 
occasion - well done Year 9! A themed children in need 
dinner also took place on the same day with Mrs Avery 
and the canteen organising many delicious desserts for 
the school to enjoy. School Council members and the 
canteen team have been working hard to ensure that 
these themed dinners are successful and hope to bring 
more to the table in the future. 

The School Council has been organised into three 
management teams similar to last year. These teams 
consist of the Eco-schools team, the Fundraising team 
and the Student progress and wellbeing team, which 
has collaborated with last year’s praise and behaviour 
team. We felt that this would be an effective decision as 
praise and behaviour links well with student wellbeing. 
Members of the School Council will be notified shortly 
about which team they will be a part of. 

The School Council are constantly striving to maintain 
the active role and they have already earned their 
reputation for acting upon ideas that students give. 
As some may be aware, our school has its own radio 
station that has been out of use for a long period of 
time. Therefore, this term, we are pleased to announce 
that the School Council has taken advantage of this 
facility and launched the radio station. We hope that 
this idea will develop in the coming terms, however 
we are pleased to announce that it is finally up and 
running. Volunteers from the School Council will be 
managing the radio station and learning how to operate 
it. The broadcasts will be transmitted in the morning 
and will consist of song requests, announcements and 
much more! Furthermore, we hope to incorporate any 
additional suggestions such as interviews.  

In addition, as you may or may not know, each non-
school uniform day will have a year group assigned to 
it. Last half-term, Year 8 decided to do a sponsored 
guided walk, in which they were blindfolded and had 
to walk around the school premises whilst listening to 
the instructions of a friend. The charity they decided 
to raise money for was the Blind Dogs charity which 
help blind or partially sighted people. Well done to all 
who took part! Similarly, year 10 has decided to do 
the mannequin challenge on the last day of this term, 

School Council News
Saba and Mariam from 10G report on the 
Council’s activities so far

alongside a Christmas jumper themed non-uniform day. 
Thank you to all who are participating and we hope you 
enjoy the challenge. 

We would like to thank Miss Pickford for all her support 
this term and on behalf of the School Council we wish 
you all a very merry Christmas and a happy new year!

The Basketball Academy has started the season in 
excellent form, beginning the West Midlands Basketball 
League with 5 wins and 1 defeat. This includes two cup 
victories which takes the team into the Rosebowl cup-
competition quarter-final which will be played in the 
New Year. The WMBL has also introduced a new playoff 
structure to take place this season so, alongside the 
League and the Cup, the team will be competing for an 
unprecedented treble success by the end of the season.

A Promising Start For 
Our Sports Academies
Mr Guppy fills us in on the first term for 
our sporting academies

Our basketballers training hard
The junior teams and girls’ basketball programmes are 
both developing well too, with a bright future ahead 
in the new sports hall - a venue that the teams can call 
home. After the success of the girls’ team (reaching the 
West Midlands area final last season) expectations are 
running high. All players will need to show the required 
commitment to both their sport and their academic 
studies in order for this success to continue.

The Cricket Academy is in the initial stages of the indoor 
season and has begun training at the internationally 
renowned Edgbaston Cricket Centre. The players have 
already shown great potential and sporting talent, 
which will continue to be challenged throughout the 
year. The indoor fixtures will start after the Christmas 
break. This is always an incredibly exciting part of the 
season and a lot of practice and preparation in the nets 
over the winter will no doubt help the players be ready 
for the opposition. 



Billa and the children at the UCC wish everyone at 
Lordswood Girls’ School a very merry Christmas and 
want to thank you all for the support you have shown 
so far this year. The building work on the school has 
continued and the foundation brick work has now 
reached ground level. 

Glorious Ghana
Miss Tooley conveys thanks and good 
wishes from those in Ghana

Merry Christmas from the staff and students at the 
Under Privileged Children’s Centre in Ghana!

This term more students and staff than ever have 
showed their support for Future Leaders UCC resulting 
in some fantastic events and a huge amount of money 
raised towards the new school building in Ghana.

October and December saw movie nights for Halloween 
and Christmas with Just Dance, face painting and lots of 
popcorn!  We took over the hall for a day in November 
for a six hour Move-a-thon; special mention should go 
to Becky Lawson-Tidman and Marieve Sainsbury who 
managed almost all of the six hours of exercise! 

The end of November saw the biggest event yet, the 
fashion show! This event was attended by over 100 
people bidding for bargains from a whole host of 

Year 9 have been studying poetry of the First World War 
and inspired by this, students have produced their own 
work which we have shared below.

The Horror of War
By Thanaa Hamad
The horror starts as you think of war.
What kind of death you will have
Lying on the ground, shouting for help 
And all you can say is “I’m hurt. I need help”.
As you speak,  you think of your family , your wife.
Thinking if you will make it or not
As the pain spreads, you shout for help
But nothing is there to help you.
Then you think why didn’t they come for me?
Why were they helping others but not me?
Then you feel the pain spreading through your body 
more and more.
Before you shout your last words, you think again, 
And ask why didn’t they come for me?
And you shout help for the last time, and your life is 
gone.

By Sonum Kaur Dubb
Who’s for the war?
The horror, fear and the biggest fear of all.
Why are you going there?
It’s a place like hell.
Once you hear the bell,
all you would see is Death, Death, Death.

Why are you going there?
can you imagine your wife Beth,
Seeing your last breath?
With your lonely death.

By Zoya Aftab
Many people knew they might not survive
But they gave whatever they had 
It was a horrific moment to live in but they were forced 
to go
It’s quiet here.
All the men have gone 
This is the place of death but I try to keep hope.

English Poems
Moving poems inspired by war

Ghouls from the Halloween movie night!

independent sellers who were showcasing their wares. 
The curry and chilli-concarne created by our very own 
Mrs Sihre, Mr Warr and some helpful sixth formers went 
down a storm and overall the event raised almost £900! 
It was so successful that we will be planning another 
one for the Spring/Summer so watch this space.  

The penny jar campaign is on-going and has already 
raised £191. Every single penny does count and I hope 
to see even more of you get involved in the events 
planned for the new year. 



By Anon
What would you do
If you saw rotting flesh on the ground?

What would you say
Was the meaning of life?
Bloody, gruesome, caged up

Remember the faces full of emotions
On Remembrance day
The loss of their great-grandads, grandmothers
Or even mothers and fathers

Memories will last forever

I have been attending Science Club for quite a long time 
now and it has been absolutely great; I have enjoyed 
every moment!  Every week we do something different, 
giving us that element of surprise and, although some 
weeks the experiment doesn’t go as planned, Mr Warr 
and Mr Prince are always adamant that we get the 
chance to see it, and they never fail!  The experiments 
we do in Science Club are not the kind we do in regular 
science lessons, so it really does allow us to expand our 
knowledge and gives us opportunities we would not 
normally have.  It is clear that Mr Warr and Mr Prince 
put a lot of effort into Science Club and, even though we 
don’t show it, we are very grateful that every Thursday 
they give up their spare time to do something else to 
make school more enjoyable!

Science Club
Tarun Aulakh of Year 10 describes the fun 
of Science Club!

Emerging trends – apps that may not be used for their 
intended purpose!

Dumbsmash 2:

It appears that there is new app called ‘Dumbsmash’ 
which is a video messaging app where people can 
upload themselves singing over famous songs and then 
choose to share via Whatsapp, Facebook, Instagram 
or via a text message.  It is not intended for children 
under 18 and you must be 18 or 14 years or older with 
parents’ permission to use it. However there are some 
primary school children utilising this app. 
Within the Q&A section of the app there is a question 
posed by someone asking whether or not they should 
upgrade to Dumbsmash 2. 

It says: ‘Dumbsmash 2 has nothing to do with 
Dumbsmash but is a malware app that hides itself on 
phones and then pushes users to porn sites. As soon 
as it is set up, the icon deletes itself and runs in the 
background without the user’s knowledge.’  Please 

E-Safety Update
Mrs Finucane with her e-safety update

consider monitoring what your children are viewing 
online and what apps they are using.

If you want to find out more information about any app 
that your child may have access to then visit the NSPCC 
net aware website https://www.net-aware.org.uk/

You will be able to search for any sort of app and get 
information on its use, age restrictions, privacy and 
reporting so that you can keep up to date in this ever 
changing world.

Tips and Tools for Parents

Zipit App

The ‘zipit’ app is a download from Childline for iOS 
and android. The app aims to help young people safely 
respond to requests for naked images by sending back 
a ‘joke’ image. You can find out more information about 
this app and how to download it by visiting:
www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/
online-mobile-safety/sexting/zipit-app/

How to combat a rise in fraud and cybercrime

The latest online crime figures from Get Safe Online 
and the National Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB) 
staggeringly reveal that up to potentially £10.9 billion 
was lost to the UK economy as a result of fraud, 
including cybercrime, in 2015/16. That equates to 
approximately £210 per person over the age of 16 living 
in the UK. With more transactions happening online 
it’s a good time to remind your child about how they 
can protect themselves when using online accounts by 
talking about their password management, in particular 
how to create a strong password. 

What makes a password strong? The key to creating a 
strong password is to understand how your password 
might be stolen, hacked or guessed. A guidance 
document is now available on the school website 
in the parent e-safety section called ‘How to create 
a strong password’. The guidance includes tips for 
strong passwords, what to avoid doing when you 
create a password and useful links for secure password 
generation, remembering passwords, and creating an 
encrypted text file to store your passwords. 

Students were  invited to attend the “US ELECTION 
BREAKFAST” on Wednesday 9th November from 6.30am 
to 8.30am in the Conservatory, to watch a live news 
feed of the results of the presidential election. Students 
tucked into a hearty breakfast of croissant, pancakes, 

Trump Election 
Shocks LGS!
Miss Christian reflects on the result that 
shocked the world



A level students perform their chosen play

waffles and fruit whilst watching the live news feed of 
election results and analysis. 

Emily Baines was our own LGS political correspondent, 
interviewing and filming reactions from students and 
staff; Samira Hamizi recognising the result of Trump’s 
election commented “It’s surprising how many people in 
American must agree with his racist and sexist beliefs”. 
However, opinion remained divided on the result with 
some students commenting the result showed “just how 
hated Clinton is” and that this was an election fought 
between the establishment and anti-establishment 
factions.  

In our own LGS Election Poll, students invited to the 
breakfast voted in a secret ballot with the LGS results 
below showing a drastic difference to the US result:
Donald Trump (0 votes) 0%
Clinton (53 votes) 100%

I went on a trip to Warwick University to listen to 
current artists’ stories about their journeys in life to 
get to where they are now. Listening to each artist was 
very inspirational as they all overcame obstacles in their 
career. 

A Trip To Warwick
Madihah Naaz-Khan describes an A level 
art and photography trip to the University

Crowdfunding Campaign
At the start of term we launched a campaign to try and 
raise funds for a new stage curtain as our current one, 
which we have had for many, many years, is now very 
worn. We also hoped that we could raise money for new 
microphones and are grateful to a parent for their kind 
donation.

We received a great response from parents and local 
businesses and managed to raise a total of £1848!  A 
big thank you to all who donated and a special mention 
to Mr Aykroyd our Parent Governor for his donation in 
memory of his late mother.

Thank you again for your generosity and we will be 
looking to gain quotations in the New Year for a new 
curtain.  Watch this space!

Fundraising
Miss Hegarty with an update on our 
various fundraising campaigns

Easyfundraising
Thank you to all the staff and students who have signed 
up to Easyfundraising. So far we have raised £362.63 
with 60 supporters joined - thank you so much! Funds 

Reflecting on the difference between the LGS vote 
and the US national results Manisha Sidhu said “I’m 
so shocked that Trump has garnered so much support 
from people in America – particularly when Clinton had 
so many celebrity endorsements and seemingly higher 
moral and ethical policies – although if that is the result 
of the democratic vote it needs to be respected.”

A big thank you to all the students who attended the 
breakfast to analyse and debate the results; we now 
wait to see what impact a Trump presidency will have 
on the UK.  

This is the Industrial Revolution.

Each artist worked differently and produced different 
styles of work such as abstract painting, graphic design, 
photography and installation. It was good to see a range 
of art and how all of their work is made and advertised. 
Considering each artist had different journeys and 
specialisms, they were all successful by extending their 
education to a Master’s degree and this motivated me 
to do well in my subjects at A level.  



raised help to buy resources for school.  If you regularly 
shop online, you too could be helping to raise FREE 
donations for the school.

There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to 
make a donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, 
thetrainline and Sainsbury’s – it doesn’t cost you a 
penny extra!

It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3...

1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
lordswoodgirlsschool/ and join for free.

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first 
to find the site you want and start shopping.

3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make 
a donation to your good cause for no extra cost 
whatsoever!

There are no catches or hidden charges and Lordswood 
Girls’ School - Harborne will be really grateful for your 
donations.
If you would like any further information on any of 
the above, please do not hesitate to contact me on 
r.hegarty@lordswoodrust.co.uk or 0121 429 2838.

Thank you for your continued support.

Lettings

Finally, please remember that we have classrooms and 
facilities available to hire on evenings and weekends.  
Please see flyer below for details and get in touch if 
interested!

I would like to start by saying a huge well done to our 
Year 11s for their efforts during the mock maths exams. 
Their commitment to revision was fantastic, with 
many students using lunch time clubs and after school 
sessions to brush up on their maths skills prior to the 
exams. There is no denying that the recent reforms to 
the national curriculum for maths have increased the 
levels of challenge, which our students have relished 
and approached with a real desire to excel – well done 
Year 11.

At the other end of the school, our Year 7s have 
settled in nicely to their new maths groups - they have 
certainly adjusted well to the demands of the secondary 
curriculum. Their continued progress is obvious through 
recent assessments, but also through the improved 
scores in their Numeracy Ninja 5 minute challenges – 
every week there are more and more Black Belt Ninjas!

It is really good to see all year groups signing up for 
the extra maths opportunities – with Mr Jones’ after 
school further maths sessions continuing to be very 
well attended. Similarly Mr Fox’s ‘Sigma Club’ has hit 
the ground running with a good turnout in the first few 
weeks. Furthermore, students from all years have been 
keen to enter the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge, 
a national competition where our students will test their 
ability to apply maths against students from all over the 
country (last year nearly 250,000 students took part 
nationally!). Good luck to all who have entered!

The maths department would like to wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

A Great Start In The 
Maths Department
Mr Pearce reflects on the brilliant start 
made by our students

I had the pleasure of escorting three Year 11 students 
to their Forward Thinking Graduation ceremony at the 
university of Birmingham on Monday 21st November. 
The students have been involved in a range of activities 
led by the university over the last four years. The 
activities ranged from attending lectures to taking part 
in a mentoring scheme that saw the girls focus on their 
future choices. The celebration enabled the students 
to reflect on their progress and the evening ended in a 
certification ceremony. 

Thank you to the students and their families for such an 
enjoyable evening. 

Forward Thinking 
Graduation
Mrs Stanley proudly congratulates our 
students



The German Market has been held in Victoria Square 
and New Street, Birmingham, every November and 
December for the past 15 years. It is the largest 
Christmas market outside Germany, and attracts dozens 
of stall holders, with 190 stalls (originally starting with 
only 24), and 5.5 million visitors. Within the German 
Market you will discover German food and drinks, toys, 
decorations, jewellery and crafts. This Christmas Market 
not only provides fun for the public from all over the 
country but also generates on average £90 million for 
the country. Due to the celebration of Birmingham and 
Frankfurt’s 50 years of twinning the German Market will 
now remain for longer. The German Market wouldn’t 
be around if it wasn’t for the 1966 signed agreement 
between the two cities and with the Director of Festivals 

On Tuesday the 29th of November, our year 12, A-Level 
and BTEC business classes visited the German Market.

Business Is Brisk At 
The German Market
Simran Degan, a Year 12 business student 
describes a recent trip

Our Forward Thinking students at their graduation

Ready to explore the stalls at the Frankfurt German 
Market

On Friday 2nd December, the Lordswood Girls’ Gospel 
Choir all had to wake up early and arrive at school for 
ten to six in the morning, even before some students 
wake up! So on 2/1/16, we arrived at school and made 
the early morning trip to Symphony Hall. The reason 
for this early start was that we had been selected to 
perform to delegates at the National SSAT Conference. 

We started performing at 8:45am and words can’t 
describe how wonderful it felt. The audience loved it 
and people tweeted about how amazing they thought 
we were. We all sang beautifully and Mrs Baxter made 
sure we knew that. We all left feeling proud and happy 
with ourselves. This performance really showed us 
what we can do and the more we grow, the better our 
performances will get and I hope to be there to see it.

Our Wonderful 
Gospel Choir
Year 12’s Liberty Richardson describes a 
recent outing for the choir

and Events, Kurt Stroscher, coming up with the idea to 
market his city overseas.  It is a great centre piece in 
Birmingham’s Christmas events.

The purpose of our visit was to highlight and emphasise 
the importance of location and markets to see how they 
influence the success of a business. During this visit we 
observed the large range of traditional goods and gifts 
being sold from different parts of the world, as well 
as all the delicious foods and drinks; nothing beats a 
traditional hot chocolate or a flavoursome pretzel! The 
fact that the German Market was originally an idea of 
involving another city abroad was a part of what we 
learnt about on location, where a business or market 
chooses to sell their products to gain an advantage. By 
bringing a traditional German Christmas over to Britain, 
Kurt Stroscher, hoped he could enable the British 
visitors to experience the tradition and atmosphere of 
Germany’s event. 

Overall we learnt that the idea of taking the German 
Market overseas was a successful business idea as it is 
now a growing market for Birmingham with increases in 
stalls and visitors as each year passes. 

Our Year 7 students raised £224 for the Macmillan 
charity, at our open morning in September.  This is a 
record breaking amount for Year 7 and we would like 
to thank all the parents, friends and relatives of the 

Year 7 Support 
MacMillan
Mrs Peniket on a fantastic fundraising 
effort from Year 7



Generous Year 7 students man the cake sale at the 
MacMillan Coffee Morning

As always, the Drama Deptartment has been a hive of 
activity! We have had an exceptionally busy term with 
theatre visits, BTEC performances, drama clubs and the 
launch of the Arts Award. 

BTEC Performing Arts students have been preparing 
for official auditions for universities and an internal 
exam audition. We were very pleased to have Andrew 
Fox from the Birmingham Educational Partnership 
programme join us on our audition panel. This gave 
our students a very real flavour of auditions and the 
interview process. 

“The audition experience was highly exciting but scary at 
the same time. Having a guest professional added to our 
nerves but encouraged us to perform at our best”
Leo Van Zeller

Year 11 drama students have just completed their 
final controlled assessments ready to embark on their 
rehearsals for the practical examination in January. 
They also had the opportunity to see Blood Brothers 
at the Hippodrome Theatre, Birmingham. As usual the 
performance did not disappoint and students really 
enjoyed the mixture of comedy, tragedy and catchy 
musical numbers such as Tell Me It’s Not True and Easy 
Terms. Students now have a range of experiences to 
stand them in good stead for their final performances.
All students were fantastic and well behaved as always 
and left feeling amazed and inspired by the experience.

“Well I have mixed emotions about watching ‘Blood 
Brothers’ as it was funny and humorous. As an overall, it 

Busy In Drama!
Miss Briggs sums up a frantic first term in 
the Drama Department

was quite exceptional and remarkable; I look forward to 
watching more shows.”
Hanna Amanuel

Our year 7 lunchtime club has been a great success. 
Run by Miss Fear, students have been exploring 
improvisation and creating weird and wonderful 
characters! If you wish to join Year 7 drama club after 
Christmas please speak to Miss Briggs to get a lunch 
pass.

Ever seen and enjoyed the film ‘She’s the Man’? Well 
you’re in for a treat: Year 8 and 9 drama club have 
begun their production of Shakespeare’s Twelfth 
Night which will take place in March 2017. Students 
auditioned for the roles, supervised and supported 
by the BTEC Performing Arts group. There was tough 
competition and the rehearsals are well under way. . We 
have begun our rehearsals, learning scripts and enjoying 
discovering these hilarious characters and the ridiculous 
situations they find themselves in! Keep your eyes 
peeled for performance dates!!

The Arts Award challenges students to complete four 
areas of work. They take part in an arts activity; write 
an arts review, experiencing the arts as an audience 
member; research the work and life of an inspiring 
artist and then share arts skills with others by leading 
a workshop or by giving a presentation with an 
explanation of the skills involved. This is a joint project 
between Art, Drama Music and PE, enabling students to 
work in more than one discipline and complement and 
extend the work covered by the curriculum.

Some Year 9 students have taken part in the Mannequin 
Challenge as part of their lessons on Susan Hill’s The 
Woman in Black. This proved enjoyable for students, 
whilst expanding their technical skills. This task not 
only enabled individual students to shine but also gave 
classes the chance to demonstrate the teamwork and 
commitment necessary to succeed in an arts subject. It 
was excellent to see the way students supported each 
other and were eager to see everyone achieve their 
shared goals.

The annual school musical will be launched in January 
with auditions early February. Students wishing to 
audition for a main role will need to complete both 
singing and acting auditions in sessions to be arranged 
after school. There will also be behind the scene roles 
for students interested in costume/ makeup/ props/ 
scenery.

students who made cake donations and attended the 
coffee morning to purchase a cake and coffee.  A huge 
thank you must also go to all our students who made 
cakes, as this year the standard was outstanding!

All Key Stage 3 students are  involved in the Accelerated 
Reading Scheme.  Students pick books within the 

Renaissance 
Accelerated Reading
Congratulations from Mrs Ashford in the 
library



Students from 15 schools competed in the quiz

On Wednesday 23rd November 2016  two formidable 
teams of Year 9 students represented Lordswood Girls’ 
School in a regional language and culture competition.
The two teams of four joined 14 teams from schools 
from across the south west area to compete in a six 
round quiz that tested their knowledge of French 
grammar and vocabulary, as well as their general 
European knowledge.

The girls demonstrated wonderful team spirit and 
successfully worked together to solve puzzles in French, 
to understand the meanings of announcements in 
French, Spanish and German and to identify famous 
international people and places.

Year 9 Demonstrate 
Their Lingual Skills
Ms Rodríguez and Ms Dhaenens on the 
annual Language and Culture Quiz

During the summer term Year 9 students entered the 
Greens to Gourmet food competition. This involved the 
students planning and cooking a healthy main meal dish 
from a choice of foods.

We were extremely pleased when Simran was chosen 
to represent the school in the Greens to Gourmet final 
held at the Harborne Food School. The panel of judges 
included Luke Tipping from the famous Simpsons 
restaurant. After an intense day of cooking, Simran was 
awarded second place winning not only the acclaim but 
an Amazon voucher. Congratulations and well done!

Greens To Gourmet
Mrs Faulkner has a few budding gourmet 
chefs on her hands

Students in the final at the Harborne Food School

reading levels they are given by their teacher after they 
have completed a STAR test, and once they read their 
book, they complete a quiz on the website which helps 
to ensure they understand what they have just read. 
Students need to attempt the quiz no more than 48 
hours after reading the book.

Targets are set by their English teacher at the start of 
each term. Also as part of the scheme students are 
given certificates along with prizes for “milestones” such 
as completing 10 quizzes and achieving their targets. In 
the school library we have a Reading Wall of Fame and a 
Word Millionaire board to celebrate students’ success.

As the Autumn term ends all students should be 
congratulated on their efforts but a special mention 
should go to those students who have read over one 
million words each!

Ruqayya Mahmood 7W

Mariya Ahmed 8G                 
Abigail Parker 8L                    
Darcie-Lea Lynskey 8W         

Sanna Wazir 9D
Mehak Kohli 9D

Also well done to Gia Dhami 7L, Yara Hussein 7R and 
Caitlin Norman 8S who have all become word multi-
millionaires, a brilliant achievement!

Finally congratulations and well done to the following 
KS3 review groups who are currently top of their year 
group leader board: 

9D    Mr Jones                          3,675,452 words
7R    Mr Evans                          6,856,367 words
8S    Mr Gordon                       6,202,178 words

The competition was tough and with 16 teams 
competing, the girls most definitely rose to the 
challenge. Well done!!!  We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the teams for their commitment 
and congratulate them on their hard work and 
endeavour. Merci beaucoup!!! 



Media and film students have already been involved in 
an exciting range of activities this term. Year 10 GCSE 
media students are currently producing their own 
magazines on topics ranging from gaming to fashion.  
They are enjoying taking their own photographs for the 
front cover and one student invited in a professional 
make-up artist to help create her model’s front cover 
look.  Year 11 students have been working hard on their 
examination topics of action adventure movies and TV 
comedy in preparation for their mocks.

The level 3 extended diploma in media students are 
currently planning their own documentaries and short 
films.  After analysing a range of films such as ‘28 Days 
Later’ and ‘Bridget Jones’ Diary’ the students are in the 
process of writing screenplays for their own British film.  
Inspired by the films they have watched in class, the 
students are creating films in genres including romance, 
gangster and the zombie apocalypse.  Level 3 students 
are also creating their own documentaries and have 
already started gathering footage from the local food 
bank and a local convent.

The Year 12 AS media studies and film studies students 
are really enjoying their new courses.  Here a few of 
them explain how they have been getting on since 
September:

Liberty:
The film industry is lacking in females’, especially the 
field I am most interested in, so even though my class is 
full of boys, film studies is my favourite subject. Apart 
from being able to write detailed analyses on the films I 
know and love, I have been able to enhance my English 
skills and to delve into a world that opens my eyes to all 
the aspects of film I once missed; instead of just enjoying 
the story, I get to see aspects of the film industry I’ve 
never even noticed before. 

I was over the moon that I could choose to do media 
studies at A Level. At the present moment we have 
researched and planned out an entire music magazine 
in order to make our own front cover, contents page 
and double page spread. The process has been very 
educational because I’ve discovered things about the 
magazine industry I didn’t know before. I’ve also been 
able to learn what it is like to be the editor of my own 
music magazine.

Laurenc:
As a student of both Media and Film studies, I am 
positively enjoying both courses.  Although not knowing 
where I was going to study, my mind was set on doing 
film and media.  I am incredibly happy that I made the 
right choice in coming to LSFC. I believe that I have the 
best teachers I could possibly ask for to help me through 

What’s Happening In 
Media And Film
Mrs Leadbetter with news from media

my 2 years at sixth form and to get the best possible 
grades. I also feel very comfortable with my other peers 
in my class. They all have a determination to do well in 
the course and that motivates me to do the same. 

A level film studies students are currently exploring 
the films ‘Let Me In’, a modern take on the vampire 
myth, and the ghost story ‘The Woman in Black’, in 
preparation for the summer examination.  They are 
also analysing two films of their own choice for their 
coursework portfolio.  Their film choices include: ‘Maze 
Runner: Scorch Trials’, ‘World’s End’, ‘The Revenant’, 
‘Birdman’, ‘Elysium’ and ‘Paul’ to name a few. 

The media department has recently invested in two new 
DSLR cameras to be used for video and photography 
which is enabling students to produce work in HD 
quality. 

Goodbye

Thundering bomb shells.
Death, concealed, dancing around me.
Blinding, bright lights moving further away from me.
Further and further.
I claw and I claw until my fingers are weak.
Further and further.
I continue clawing…..
Further and further,
Waiting to escape the death trap.
It moved quicker than it was before.
Then, before my eyes, 
As if it were a bullet from one of our useless guns.
As if it were one of the Germans killing our men.
As if it was the time it took for a soldier to die,
Going over the top.
It was gone.
If you, my friend, were left lying 
In an unimaginable manner
In silence….
Then you too would feel lonely; abandoned; betrayed.
When I was collected 
In that God forsaken wagon of the dead,
That reeked heavily of flesh blood and trench foot
And unwashed clothing.
When they took me back to my all English home with 
food and warmth;
When they took care of my wounds
And made sure I was fit to work again,
I felt like the luckiest man alive.

Goodbye foreign land, 
On which I slaved for a year.
Goodbye, unsteady maze of mud,
Filled with death.
Goodbye to my enemies
Who were all boot but no foot.

A Tribute
Natalie Ugori of Year 9 with a tribute to 
the fallen of the First World War



An amazing experience waiting for you! A chance to 
develop leadership skills, for example being confident, 
thinking strategically, making good decisions, problem 
solving and having good time management. These skills 
will help you secure future jobs, because you can use 
the skills of a leader and gain work experience which are 
both really good for getting any type of job.

You will plan the sessions that you will teach and the 
following schools are relying on you: Four Dwellings, 
Our Lady of Fatima and City Road. In these schools you 
will teach your plan to a group of primary pupils. 

A student from last year said: “The skills I learnt last 
year are teamwork, motivation and leadership. These 
skills are very important because I may need them to 
work with colleagues which is necessary in nearly every 
job. If I want to be a teacher I can use the leadership and 
motivation skills to control and support my students. 
Sports leaders has taught me so much and has even 
given me some valuable work experience that I can use 
to apply for any sort of job.”

Another student said that “Clubs like these are 
important; they teach you how to communicate with 
others and how to act in certain situations. They 
give you real life situations and experiences that are 
valuable. You can learn so many different skills that can 
be used everywhere; I want to be a teacher and the skills 
I have learnt from this club have pushed me closer to my 
dream job.”

Past students have even gone on to take degrees in 
primary school teaching, inspired by their time in the 
Sports Leaders club to continue using their leadership 
skills. 

You will need to be dedicated and arrive on time every 
week especially when we leave to arrive at the primary 
schools! You must be organised and not miss a lesson, 
as every lesson is important.

If you are interested please contact Miss Hart. 

Sports Leaders’ Club
Miss Hart and Rosemeen from the Sports 
Leaders’ Committee want you!!

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!

Our Year 7 students had great fun in decorating the 
Christmas tree ready for the school fair.  Francesca 
Goodby said, ‘this is the best day of my life!’.  Mrs 
Peniket was thrilled the girls enjoyed the activity so 
much and thanked the girls for their enthusiasm.  Merry 
Christmas from Year 7!!

Year 7 Get School 
Ready For Christmas
Mrs Peniket’s group get Christmas started!

The health and social care students and staff have 
been working hard to meet the demands of the various 
courses offered at Key Stage 4 and 5.

Year 10 health and social care students have impressed 
us with their strong work ethic and determination 
to produce their first piece of coursework to a 
high standard.  A range of practical activities to 
explore different forms of communication have 
been experienced including trying to read Braille, 
communicating with Makaton signs and the 
understanding of  different forms of visual impairment 
by wearing simulation glasses. 

We wish Year 11 students every success in their 
forthcoming external examinations in January. They 
have been practising past paper questions and revising 
hard so hopefully this hard work will pay off. 

Keen to share their experiences of  health and social 
care, a team of Year 12 and 13 students were excellent 
ambassadors for the subject at the recent sixth form 
open evening.  They were able to give an overview of 
the new NQF courses and answered questions honestly 
and enthusiastically. They gave an insight into some of 
the activities and learning that students would expect 
to study over the two years.  During the evening the 
students ran practical activities so that prospective 
students could learn about the issues that concern us 
in health and social care.  The sugar challenge proved 
to be very popular.  Discussion flowed as everyone 
was shocked at the number of teaspoons of sugar 
in common drinks. 11.5 teaspoons in a chocolate 
milkshake, seven teaspoons in a lemon and lime 
flavoured water and 0 teaspoons of sugar in pure water.   
The students also encouraged people to take up the 
opportunity to experience what it is like to have a visual 

Health And Social 
Care
Mrs Muggleton reflects on a busy term



impairment and the difficulties encountered when 
carrying out a simple activity such as a child’s jigsaw or 
game.

The Health and Social Care Department look forward to 
continued success in 2017. 

I am one of the four year 8 School Nurse Ambassadors; 
the three other School Nurse Ambassadors are: 
Farah Shah, Mareem Sami-Faris and Mona Mesgari 
Khosroshahi. We are here in case there are any queries 
that students may have, and would like some guidance, 
whether it is due to quarrels or well-being associated 
trepidations; some may also just be in need of finding 
out the location of the School Nurses.

We work alongside the School Nurses in order to make 
students aware of the School Nurses and the support 
they can offer. The School Nurses are there for all 
students who may be going through anything at all; 
whether medical/physical or emotional, they try their 
best to make sure you and they themselves understand 
the situation perfectly, in order make all students happy 
with their lives inside and outside of school. 

The school nurse ambassadors are currently devising 
new web pages to inform students of where they can 
access support for issues that might affect them. As 
well as that, we shall be putting up a board to display 
information as to where the Nurses are stationed, and 
at what time. This board’s contents will also include 
what students may wish to talk to the nurses about. 
There are several design ideas for many more projects 
that we hope to start soon, and will be included in 
future newsletters.

The School Nurses offer a drop in clinic during Monday 
lunch times. Students can book an appointment either 
by going to GA6, or by emailing lgs-school-nurses@
lordswoodtrust.co.uk.

School Nurse 
Ambassadors
Elliott Duffell of Year 8 discusses her role 
as a School Nurse Ambassador

LGS celebrated Black History Month this year with 
assemblies focusing on how black musicians in the 
20th century have used music to challenge prejudice 
and discrimination to build a sense of cultural identity. 
All students were given the opportunity to take part 
in a competition creating posters, poetry and art 
work looking at key themes: Black Art & Literature, 

LGS Celebrates Black 
History Month
Miss Christian sums up a successful month

contributions of black soldiers during WW1 and WW2, 
the life of Nelson Mandela, the Windrush Generation 
and the Civil Rights Movement.

Thank you to all students who entered the competition; 
there was an excellent range of entries which were all 
deserving. Students can collect their competition entry 
and receive their history merit from Miss Christian.
The following students should be congratulated on 
creating the winning entries:

Hannah Rashid - 7S
Caelyn Wilbanks - 7L

Rudina Roach of 10G composed the winning song for 
the Year 10 competition: 

Black Lives Matter
Back when I was younger
About the age of 5
My mama told me that
You can be anything you’d like
So as I got older
I studied real hard
Please tell me why I was shot
Just tryna go to the shop
Cause I don’t understand why

So tell me why?
Why does the colour of my skin,
Determine my life?
And tell me why?
Why do I have to fight for basic
Human rights?
Please tell me why
Officers aren’t convicted of their
Own crimes?
Can somebody take my hand
Cause I really don’t understand
Please tell my why

We have stop signs to tell you
You’re driving too fast
We have stop signs to tell you
Don’t walk on the grass
But we don’t have stop signs
To say please don’t kill
What world do we live in
When we’re too afraid to go outside
Cause I don’t understand why

Why should I have to worry
That I may lose my brother?
Why should I have to worry
That a child could lose his mother?
Cause the colour of my skin
Doesn’t define the heart in me
We all bleed the same
We all hurt the same
Right now I’m feeling some pain
Just tell me why



On Tuesday 15th November 2016, the Year 9 rowing 
team took part in the South Birmingham Indoor Rowing 
competition at Shenley Academy.

The first round involved a 4 minute singles rowing race 
against Hillcrest and Bartley Green. Taskia Forbes won 
the first competition and Steffi So came fourth. In the 
second round, Luka Emanuel claimed the victory and 
Nicole Chikandwa finished fourth.

Based on these performances, the girls then needed to 
win the 2000m relay race if they were to secure a place 
in the regional finals. 

Year 9 Rowing
Mrs Uffindall reports on rowing success

Rowing their way to success

Well done to the 26 Year 11 IT in applications students 
who have all achieved or exceeded their target grade for 
this qualification.  Especially well done to Pheobe Couch 
and Annesha Maurya who have an average of over 94%.  

The qualification involved sitting four examinations 
using Word Processing, Presentation and Spreadsheet 
software, with the final unit looking at how they can 
improve the productivity of these software. 

Congratulations In IT
Mrs venn with a word of well done

Four Year 10 students, Rhiana Alom 10S, Isabel 
Henry 10G, Esha Ali 10D and Iona Vendrells 10W are 
competing in the African Adventures’ School Geography 
Challenge.

The aim of the School Geography Challenge is to 
increase awareness and understanding of the challenges 
facing many of the world’s LIDCs (Low Income 
Developing Countries). Our students will take part 
in a decision-making exercise, which focuses on the 
impacts of El Nino flooding in Kenya. They are working 
hard on their competition entry by first identifying 
the impacts of flooding that they believe to be most 
significant, before deciding how they would spend an 
allocated budget on emergency aid to the region. They 
will complete an Aid Action Plan which justifies their 
decisions and spending, making implicit links between 
the impacts and the aid they have chosen.
A total of 10 teams across the UK will be shortlisted 
and entered into the final where they can win the 
opportunity to spend a week in Kenya with an NGO.

Year 10 Geographers 
Rise To The Challenge
Miss Christian with news of a challenge

On the 12th of November, 2016, we attended the 
mental health seminar at the drop in “Pause” centre. It 
was fascinating to learn about the stigma behind mental 
health and coping mechanisms to deal with struggles 
in life. It began with a PowerPoint about the stages 
of mental health: Wellbeing, Resilience and Mental 
health. Wellbeing is how you take care of yourself both 
physically and psychologically. Resilience is how you 
grow as a person and develop a strong will when life 
throws obstacles at you. Mental health is something we 
all have and can vary from time to time depending on 

Year 9 Wellbeing 
Leaders
Lucinda Benton-Hawthorn and Alessia 
Ulpiani with news of a brilliant new 
initiative It was a closely fought competition and there was just 

30 metres between Lordswood and Hillcrest in the 
closing stages. However, the team began to pull away 
with 400m to go and crossed the finish line 70m ahead! 

The team has now qualified for the finals which will take 
place in February.

Well done girls and good luck!

how you deal with situations. Through this experience 
we have both acted out experiences where your 
mental health is preventing you from having a healthy 
wellbeing. We have learnt how to support, understand 
and recognise mental health issues. Hopefully, we can 
all develop as people from this experience at Lordswood 
Girls’ School, and make it an open and safe place.

In 2017, we will be available at selected parents’ 
evenings in order for parents and students to obtain 
further information about the programme.  We will 
also be continuing our training with the Birmingham 
Education Partnership, and extending our training to 
other Year 9 students to enhance our provision for 
support.



This term, our Year 7 students were given the target by 
Mrs Peniket, of beating all previous Year 7 groups when 
raising money for the LEPRA charity.  The girls achieved 
this target, and raised over £1,509 for LEPRA, which is 
the highest amount of money raised by Year 7 to date. 

Mrs Peniket would like to thank all the students who 
made cakes and Christmas snowmen, and participated 
in a sponsored swim or silence for the charity.  

Well done girls!

Year 7 Support LEPRA
An amazing effort from our youngest year 
group

Snowmen for LEPRA

For the athletics competition on Wednesday 30th 
November, five people from Years 7 and 8 were selected 
to compete in the athletics competition. It was held 
at Shenley Academy and the schools competing were 
Lordswood Girls School, Hillcrest, Bournville and Shenley 

Ace At Athletics
Abigail Parker from 8L reports back from 
the athletics track

I am pleased to announce that one of our former A 
Level art students has been selected to show his work 
at the RBSA gallery next May as part of the ‘Make 
Your mark’ exhibition.  The competition was open to 
all A Level students in Birmingham and is a fantastic 
accomplishment for Jasdeep Samra who is currently 
studying on an Art foundation course at Stourbridge 
College before going to Coventry or Sheffield to do 
a degree in Architecture.  His winning piece was the 
final piece for a project that he produced about young 
homeless males in Birmingham and depicts one of the 
homeless men he spoke to about his life.

An Update From Art
Miss Tooley with good news from her 
department

Miss Walters and the athletics team

Academy. There were lots of track events including 
two, four, six and eight lap races, there was also an 
obstacle relay and field events including speed bounce, 
shot-put, vertical, long and triple jump. It was a tough 
competition and everyone was competitive/evenly 
matched. Overall both Year 7 and 8 came third out of all 
the schools in their year group. 

An example of Jasdeep Samra’s work
Artsmile
In October, Year 10 and Year 9 students had the chance 
to work with local artist Alison Goodman as part of the 
Harborne Artsmile event. Madiha and Evie tell us what 
the project was all about:

“For the Artsmile event we created many different 
banners for various shops in Harborne, where the event 
would be taking place. Each Monday lunchtime Alison 
would come and work with us to help create our art 
pieces. First we looked at Rangoli designs as inspiration 
and had to plan out our design and choose the shop 
we wanted to create the work for. Then we filled large 
pieces of fabric using lots of different mediums, such as 
paints, glitter, sequins and stencils to create the desired 
banner for the shops. Each design was suited to fit the 
shops/businesses which each person was allocated to. 
The shops that were picked were for tea shops, opticians 
and galleries, hence we included elements of this in our 



National Citizen Service (NCS) is a life-changing 
experience offering 15 to 17 year olds the opportunity  
to take part in adventurous activities, develop valuable 
skills and meet new people. Over 200,000 teenagers 
have already benefited from taking part in NCS including 
over 30,000 completing NCS delivered by The Challenge 
in summer 2016. Each NCS place is valued at over 
£1,000, but due to government support we ask for 
no more than £50, with financial support available if 
needed. 

NCS at Lordswood Girls School 
Look out for us in 2017:

Parents Evening on 12th January 2017
Assembly on 27th February 2017
Lunchtime on 16th March 2017

Your NCS representative is Elise. Contact her for more 
information on elise.smith@the-challenge.org

For more information or to sign up, visit 
ncsthechallenge.org or call 020 3542 2400.

National Citizen 
Service (NCS)
Mrs Uffindall introduces something new 
to Lordswood

Are you considering applying for English at A-level?
The Year 10 book club meets twice a half term and 
allows you to experience A level style discussions and 
texts with none of the written work!

See Miss Lynock in FA3 for more information.

Year 10 Book Club
Miss Lynock with a new English club

This half term, students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 have 
been busy creating beautifully intricate Christmas 
decorations during lunchtimes, using hand-painted 
beads from Ghana. The dedicated team have been 
making decorations in order to raise money for the 
Future Leaders programme, many a lunchtime have they 
given up for this cause. The money generated will help 
better the life of school children in Ghana and provide 
them with the chance of a secure education. The heart 
shaped ornaments can be hung up on Christmas trees 
and around the house. They have been on sale during 
the fashion show and during the Christmas Fayre and 
have proven to be extremely popular.

We, in Year 10, have loved having this time to relax 
and unwind whilst working for a worthwhile cause. It 
has given us a chance to escape from the numerous, 
stressful tests we have been having recently. In addition, 
it has been great knowing that our hard work will 
benefit others in a way. The Year 7 members have 
also enjoyed working in a calm atmosphere especially 
after their ‘daunting’ transition period! We’d like to 
thank Miss Tooley for organising the club and using her 
lunchtime to supervise us. Most of all, well done to all 
those who took part in this fantastic cause. Your hard 
work has been appreciated by many!

Beads Galore!
Mariam Naseem and Chantelle 
Tambwanaye have been busy

The Digital Leaders team was established last year and 
since then we have been very busy! Originating from the 
national Childnet Programme, we have been meeting 
every fortnight after school and we have discussed 
internet safety and created materials for information 
and parents’ evenings. In addition, we also get involved 
in exciting activities and opportunities; most recently 
we got involved in a film competition held by Childnet 
with a theme we created, ‘the importance of  protecting 
your digital footprint’ and we were very honoured to 
be placed runners up. Furthermore, we have completed 
short modules on Childnet to make us experts and now 
we are all qualified digital leaders.

Since then, we have received applications to recruit 
more members and we are pleased to announce that 
we will be welcoming Beatrice Pain 7S, Shehrbano 
Salman 7L, Jagjot Kaur Sihra 8W, Victora Babajide 9W, 
Saba Shahzad 10G, Carys Blake 10R, Jasleen Sihra 10R, 
Gurvinder Dhiman 10R to the team in the new year! 
Congratulations!

Our current team, made up of Simran Minhas, Caila 
Ryner, Jaya Sharma and Natalie Ugorji, look forward to 
working with you all and will continue to have success 

Digital Leaders
Caila Ryner of the Digital Leaders team 
reflects on their success this term

designs. Many artists from a local art group-’Artscoop 
Central’-were running various art workshops in shops 
around Harborne, where anyone could come and 
participate for however long they wanted to.”



in school and in our wider community regarding online 
safety education. 

Now with the Christmas holidays quickly approaching, 
we would like to leave you with these tips to always 
remember when you go Christmas shopping online!
● SECURE WEBSITE? Before you even think about 
entering your debit or credit card details, make sure the 
payment page is secure by checking that the address 
starts with ‘https’ (the ‘s’ stands for ‘secure’) and there’s 
a padlock or unbroken key symbol in the browser 
window. Make sure your home WiFi is secure too.
● AUCTION SITES Auction sites such as eBay are a 
popular way of buying presents. Remember to always 
use insured methods of payment for the site rather than 
making direct payments to a seller, and if you’re going 
to pick up your purchases in person, take someone with 
you or let someone know where you are going. 
● TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE? There’s a saying: “If 
it seems too good to be true, it probably is”. This is 
especially true of the internet, so if you find or are 
emailed about a bargain that seems just too cheap, it 
could well be a scam, the item is a fake, it doesn’t match 
the description or it simply doesn’t exist. If the seller 
doesn’t check out … check out of the website!
● NEW SMARTPHONE OR TABLET? Remember 
to protect phones and tablets with internet security 
software. Also, if you’re buying one for a child or young 
person, get some parental control software loaded 
before you give it to them and chat about how to use 
the internet safely. 
● SOCIAL NETWORKING SPECIALS Social 
networking sites are increasingly used by fraudsters 
to spread their scams too. So again, if you see a post 
promising a free giveaway or cut-price offer that seems 
too good to be true, think twice before you follow it.

Visit https://www.getsafeonline.org/themes/
ChristmasCampaign/GSO_Xmas-2013_leaflet_spreads.

Lordswood Girls’ School has become a licensed centre 
to deliver the Duke of Edinburgh award. Mr Trewin 
recently attended the Licence Presentation and received 
the certificate on the school’s behalf.

We have been delighted by the level of interest on the 
part of Key Stage 3 students and also the number of 
parents who are interested in helping with the scheme. 
Letters giving more information about the programme 
will be sent out to students after Christmas.

Look Out For DofE At 
Lordswood
The one and only DofE comes to 
Lordswood after the Christmas break

Mr Trewin receiving LGS’ DofE certificate from Regional 
Director Phil Brown, an ex-athlete

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year from all at 

Lordswood Girls’ School

pdf for more tips about how to stay safe online when 
Christmas shopping online!







Mon 20th- - Half term holiday - 
Fri 24th Feb  school closed

Mon 27th  - School reopens
Feb   8.35am start
   
Thurs 9th  - Year 12 Parents’ Evening 
Mar   4 - 6pm

Thurs 9th - Year 9 Immunisations
Mar   

Thurs 23rd - Year 8 Parents’ Evening
Mar   4 - 6pm

Fri 7th - INSET school closed
Apr   to students

Fri 7th - - School breaks up for  
term   Easter holiday

Mon 10th - - School closed
Fri 21st Apr  

Fri 16th - School breaks up for
Dec    Christmas 12 noon

Mon 19th  - School closed
Dec - Mon   
2nd Jan

Tues 3rd - School reopens
Jan   8.35am start

W/C 9th  - Year 13 mock exams 
Jan   week

Thurs 12th  - Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Jan   4 - 6pm

Thurs 26th - Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Jan   4 - 6pm

Thurs 9th - Year 9 Parents’ Evening
Feb   4 - 6pm

Fri 10th - Year 8 Immunisations
Feb

Fri 17th - School breaks up for 
Feb   half term

Diary Dates

The car registration numbers below have been identified as repeat offenders who pose a health and safety risk due 
to dangerous driving, e.g. U-turns in the road.

AM58 XNL
BD10 EVB
BF12 HXE
BG65 EYL
BJ13 BHN
BK10 BFN
BN07 JPU
BT16 XFC
BW64 AEO
CE56 JMV
CP53 FKC
CV13 FRX
CY56 BPO
DG08 GHH
FD55 YVC

Road Safety

FE61 XDG
FN57 XUT
GJ04 FYB
GU13 OYN
HG57 OSE
HK55 HJG
HN53 YDV
KV08 UOX
KW56 CSX
MA59 VLT
MF06 RTX
MF06 USP
MM51 HNK
PE02 OVD
PJ59 FAM

RF57 RTO
S26 UJA
S360 VOE
SS14 JAL
SY57 DZD
V009 RYN
V63 MTH
VN56 YBM
VU65 SRZ
WF58 GVC
WJ07 ODX
WM05 MOV
YE52 XRK  NO U TURNS
YK08 RYU


