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Dear Parents,

I hope that many of you were able to join us at our 
Christmas Fayre and our Christmas Concert. Both events 
were well attended and got the festive season off to 
a good start. It was particularly pleasing to see such a 
varied programme and to share in the enthusiasm and 
enjoyment of performers. 

The term was crowned by the publication of the 
Department for Education’s data (RAISEonline) which, 
in spite of substantial changes to both examinations 
and the calculation of performance measures, shows 
that Lordswood Girls’ School continues to excel in 
comparison with schools nationally with results across 
all key measures being highlighted as significantly 
positive. I would like to congratulate all students and 
staff on this success and also thank all parents for all 
they did to support their children. 

Earlier this term, you will have received information 
about the proposed expansion of Harborne Primary 
School on the Lordswood site. I would like to clarify that 
the proposed school will be entirely separate from both 
Lordswood Schools. The primary school will have its 
own entrance, most definitely not on Knightlow Road, 
and discussions have taken place with Calthorpe Estates, 
our landlord, and Sport England to identify the best 
location to ensure that sports pitches are not impacted. 
The location is likely to be a significant distance from 
both schools, thereby minimising any disruption to 
learning if the development goes ahead. 

The academies fund that has enabled the science block 
extension and the window refurbishment is once more 
open for applications and we will be submitting bids 
for funding to refurbish the gym and to build a new 
sixth form centre. We understand that it is now more 
competitive given the increasing number of academies 
and our previous success but we will apply nonetheless!

This term we say goodbye to Mr Rahmen (Science) 
and Miss Jackson (English) and wish them well in their 
careers beyond Lordswood. We also wish Mrs Stevens 
and Ms Downes well as they start their maternity leave. 

A Letter From The 
Headteacher

Mrs Byrd (Science) is retiring at Christmas 
and it is very much the end of an era. 
Mrs Byrd joined the school in 1986 and 
countless students during this time have 
benefited both from her teaching and 
expert support in the sixth form. We 
wish her every happiness as she leaves Lordswood and 
thank her for her superb contribution to the school.

The Spring term starts for all students at the normal 
time on Monday 5th January. I should like to wish you 
all a very joyful Christmas and a happy and prosperous 
2015.

With all good wishes

Mrs Jane Götschel, 
Executive Headteacher

The Christmas tree went up early this year at Lordswood 
Girls’ School, in order to decorate the entrance hall 
ready for the Christmas fair on 26th November.  Delfina, 
Nicole, Lydia, Karandeep and Charlotte from Year 7 
decorated the tree as the festive celebrations began at 
school.  

Christmas Is Here!
Mrs Peniket with news of a Lordswood 
tradition

The festive celebrations begin!



Mrs Peniket, Mr Baker and Mrs Uffindall would like 
to congratulate all Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 students 
receiving awards this term.  The following students are 
to be applauded for their community involvement and 
participation in enrichment activities during the autumn 
term.  All students were awarded certificates and prizes 
during their end of year rewards assembly.

Mehak Kholi  7D 
Luka Emanuel  7D
Betelham Kassa 7G
Shenay Arscott 7G   

End Of Year 
Achievements
Awards from your Achievement 
Coordinators

A Basketball 
Academy Update
News from Mr Guppy
It has been a difficult start to the season for the 
Basketball Academy, with both teams beginning to 
put together winning runs leading into the Christmas 
break. The West Midlands Men’s divisions are extremely 
challenging but a great experience for all of the young 
players involved.

The Premier team is pleased to be welcoming back two 
former students, Tevan Cohen and Sam Walker, who will 
add a great deal of experience into the squad. Hopefully 
their dedication will enhance the work ethic of the team 
and help them to be even better contenders in the 
league.

Some of Lordswood’s basketball stars

Parents! The 
Governors Want To 
Hear From You!
A message from our Chair of Governors, 
Philip Wood
Having been chair of Lordswood Girls’ School for a year 
now, I’ve realised that the interactions that parents have 
with the governing body can be quite minimal by virtue 
of the fact that parents tend not to be in school that 
much, and governors are there often after pupils have 
gone home. One of the governing body’s objectives for 
this year is to try to hear more from parents about how 
they view the school, what works for them and what 
they’d like to see more of. Whenever I interact with 
parents you’re so supportive of the school and what 
we’re trying to achieve, but we need to get a real handle 
on the parental view. You’re one of our most important 
stakeholder and we do really value what you think!

A couple of years ago Ofsted created a website 
dedicated to parental voice, it’s called parent view and 
can be found at parentview.ofsted.gov.uk. This lets you 
answer some short questions about a school and the 
governing body would like as many parents as possible 
to fill this in and really give us a feeling as to how you 
view the school.  All you need to do is use an email 
address and create a password to get started. If at any 
point you want to change what you wrote, then you can 
do.

This will give us valuable information to allow us to 
continue to improve, but as well as knowing the areas 
that you consider that need improvement, please also 
tell us about the bits that you think we do well to ensure 
we also know what parents view as the great bits. 
So please take a look at the parent view website and 
consider filling in the short questions that are there. 

The Division 3 team is full of enthusiasm and desire but 
short on experience at the challenging level of Men’s 
basketball. A particularly heart-wrenching one point loss 
a couple of weeks ago against a strong Bournville Bears 
will prove to be a valuable learning experience as the 
season goes on. 

All of the Lordswood home games take place on 
Monday evenings at King Edward VI Five Ways (Scotland 
Lane, Bartley Green, B32 4BS) at 7.50pm. Fixtures can 
be found on the school website and it would be great to 
have some support, it really could make the difference 
for both teams this year!

If you want to follow more closely, please find regularly 
updated details at:

Facebook www.facebook.com/LordswoodSport
Instagram LordswoodSport
Twitter @LordswoodSport

Thank you for all the support so far this season. 
Everyone in the Basketball Academy wishes you a very 
merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Amelia Ackroyd 8D
Eve Evans  8D
Rebecca Birley  8G
Saba Shahzad  8G



This term the School Council has been busy. There 
have been three Headteacher Question Times in which 
Years 9, 10 and 11 students put some very interesting 
questions to Mrs Götschel and a selected team of 
staff. Some of the issues raised have been taken to the 
leadership team and action has been taken. There are 
also plans to form a journalism club from January, run 
by the students. This is something very exciting and a 
project that enables students to participate from all year 
groups. 

The School Council has also been busy with fundraising 
events. Firstly the Jeans for Genes and Wear It Pink 
day was a great success. The school raised over £700 
for both charities. In the last week of term the school 
council also organised a ‘Christmas jumper day’, to 
raise money for Save the Children. All students were 
encouraged to buy or make a Christmas jumper and 
bring in £1 for the charity. 

The School Council are planning to get their web page 
up and running at the beginning of next term, so watch 
this space! 

Some Council Reps were also lucky enough to visit the 
West Midlands Police Training Centre, as detailed in this 
report from Saba Shahzad:

As a member of the school council, I had an amazing 
opportunity to go the Midlands police training centre 
with Mr. Baker and fellow School Council associates. 
We had an amazing trip learning about why safety 
comes first and seeing the difference between real and 
fake police officers so that we don’t ever get illegally 
questioned by people pretending to be police officers.  
The workshop was brilliant as we discussed with the 
officers how we can reduce danger and be more careful. 
There was a buffet lunch and to finish off a slogan 
competition which Lordswood Girls’ School won-yay! We 
had an incredible day learning about many things and 
would like to be able to go on a trip like this again!

The School Council
Miss Pickford on her busy Autumn Term 
with the council

Lucinda Benton-
Hawthorn    7L
Joely Howard  7L
Avital Kaplan   7R
Delfina Thomas 7R
Shimpali Raje  7S
Josephine Sennett 7S
Tania Dhillon  7W
Nicole Chikandwa 7W

Maisie Robertson 9D 
Elda Ketena  9D
Annie Casey  9G
Aysha Oakes  9G
Maaria Khan  9L
Hanna Oakes  9L
Annesha Maurya  9R
Jessica Marku  9R
Aisha Fazal  9S
Imogen Hetherington 9S
Jaya Sharma  9W
Jasmine Chohan 9W

Olivia McComb  11D
Eliza Taylor   11D 
Hasina Ahmed   11G
Patience Kanjira  11G
Georgia Wright  11L
Valentina Zanetto  11L

Our School Councillors meeting member of the West 
Midlands Police Force

Avneet Biran  8L
Isabelle Hewitt 8L
Chloe Freeman 8R
Yannick Lallemand 8R
Leilani Merrell  8S
Eleanor Pratt  8S
Lotti Slowik  8W
Iona Vendrells  8W

Sukpreet Bains 10D
Jaskirat Kaur   10D
Tammana Ali  10G
Aman Gill   10G
Leah Batty   10L
Mia Howard   10L
Gabrielle Redmond  10R
Amy Robinson  10R
Asmita Goswami  10S
Michaela Maher 10S
Emily Montgomerie  10W
Rebecca Stewart  10W

Mary Holden   11R
Tapiwa Kadzviti   11R
Angelina Kalsi    11S
Samantha Wilson-
Walker   11S
Benita Kellay   11W 
Maisie Malcolm  11W

On 21st October I took part in an activity week which 
was at MADE PLACES. Students from different schools 
from the West Midlands came together as a team and 
we worked in individual groups of four/five members 
to discuss the buildings in Birmingham and how we 
could improve these buildings. We visited Birmingham 
City University and visited a lot of monuments which 
would help us in creating our ideal area which matched 
our theme for our chosen site which was the Old 
Railway Station across from Millennium Point. We came 
second as a group and I look forward to taking part in 
something as exciting as this again!   

Students Attend 
‘Made Places’
Ifzah Khan of 11W reports back

In September, a group of Year 9 students attended The 
British Science Festival at the University of Birmingham.  
When we arrived at the university, we were escorted 
to a lecture and we learnt about how moving robots 
recognise where they are using coordinates.  After this 
we learnt about gravity and gravitational pull by taking 
part in an experiment which involved dropping objects 
from a bridge and timing how long it took them to fall 
and hit the floor.  We were shown lots of information 

The Science Festival!
Hanna and Aysha Oakes review the day

about different jobs within science and took part in 
more activities from operating on a dummy to testing 
paper!  Finally we had another lecture about how the 
brain reacts to things, all in all a very inspiring day!



Football Remembers the Christmas Truce 1914

“It doesn’t seem right to be killing each other at Xmas 
time,” wrote Private William Tapp in his diary.  “I don’t 
know what our General would say if he knew about 
this.” 

In December 1914, thousands of soldiers around Ypres 
in Belgium took part in a spontaneous and informal 
truce - a moment of humanity from history. It was made 
all the more poignant as so many were to fall in battle, 
including Tapp, who was killed a few weeks later.

Football Remembers focuses on the games of football 
played in No Man’s Land in the context of the Christmas 
truce, and encourages schools to commemorate this. 
At Lordswood Sixth Form Centre we decided to hold 

Hectic In History!
Miss Christian fills us in on a busy term

our own commemorative football match between Sixth 
Form students and Staff.
 
Sixth Form Football coaching sessions were made 
available to students who wished to hone their skills 
before playing in a mini-tournament of 5 A Side Sixth 
form teams. The winning sixth form team plays Mr 
Guppy’s “Staff Select” team on Wednesday 17th 
December to commemorate the spirit of sportsmanship, 
friendship and humanity shown over 100 years ago.

A Trip to the Battlefields
 
In October, two students were chosen to attend a trip 
to the battlefields of World War 1. The trip was funded 
by the Institute of Education and involved visiting 
numerous sites in France and Belgium. Below is the 
account of Annie Casey on what she did and what she 
learnt from the experience:

“It was a real honour to be chosen to go on the 
battlefields trip. I had an amazing experience. A few 
of the places stuck with me more than others, like the 
Flanders Fields Museum with its amazing displays 
including interactive poppy bracelets that retold the 
story of the war from different individuals. I also found 
the Menin gate fascinating me with the laying of 
the wreath and the amazing marching band. In the 
Newfoundland Memorial Park we saw the old trenches 
and shell holes and it was daunting to see the last point 
that the Newfoundland troops reached, just a few 
metres out of the trenches. 

Laying a wreath at Tyne Cot Cemetary
The last day was the most powerful of all for me as 
we visited three interesting places. The first was the 

On Friday the 14th of November 2014, I had the great 
opportunity to see ‘King Lear’ at the Crescent Theatre, 
directed by Lordswood’s very own Mrs Leadbetter. It was 
such an amazing experience and I am not just saying 
that! I am not a big Shakespeare fan, but the way the 
play was executed was just spectacular. Even though 
I didn’t understand some of what the actors were 
saying, I was able to follow the plot through their acting 
and body language. The scenery was also executed 
amazingly. It is so hard for a play to be able to capture 
the complexity of Shakespeare’s work but I have to say 
it was an amazing interpretation. It is also so surreal 
that a teacher at our school directed something that 
was so beautifully crafted. I was so glad I decided to go 
because I was a little bit sceptical because of my dislike 
of Shakespeare, but anyone would have thoroughly 
enjoyed it.
Tapiwa Kadzviti 11R

As usual our students represented the school in an 
excellent manner and engaged with this lengthy play 
from the beginning. Many also decided to stay for the 
after show question and answer session with the cast 
and director, mostly I suspect to find out which one of 
the cast was Mrs Leadbetter’s husband! (Clue - not King 
Lear!) Overall, an enjoyable Friday evening was had by 
all.

Some of the play’s most well-known lines:
“Nothing will come of nothing: speak again.” 
“When we are born, we cry that we are come to this 
great stage of fools.” 
“As flies to wanton boys are we to the gods. They kill us 
for their sport.”

A Visit To King Lear
Mrs Brookes and Miss Faliveno took 
students to see a production of 
Shakespeare’s King Lear



Passchendale Memorial Museum. The museum had a 
model trench and bunkers that you could walk through. 
This gave me a clear idea of what trenches were like. 
We then went to a German cemetery; this was very 
different from any other cemetery we had seen on the 
trip. The headstones were not standing white blocks like 
the British graves, instead they had small black squares 
lying on the floor. Sometimes three or four soldiers were 
buried together. It was really sad to see the German 
dead not treated in the same way as the British. 
However, the most emotional moment for me was the 
Tyne Cot Cemetery. The sheer number of graves was 
overwhelming and, as you can see in the picture above, I 
was chosen to lay the wreath and we listened to a guide 
read out an emotional speech.

I really enjoyed the trip and the memory of the trip will 
always stay with me and I would very happily go again.”

LGS celebrates Black History Month 

LGS celebrated Black History Month this year with 
assemblies focusing on taking lessons from the past 
to try and overcome discrimination in the present. 
All students were given the opportunity to take part 
in a competition creating posters, poetry and art 
work looking at key themes: Black Art & Literature, 
contributions of black soldiers during WW1 and WW2, 
the life of Nelson Mandela, the Windrush Generation 
and the Civil Rights Movement.

Thank you to all students who entered the competition, 
there was an excellent range of entries which were all 
deserving. Students can collect their competition entry 
and receive their history merit from Miss Christian.
The following students who created excellent entries 
have been awarded praise slips:

Isabelle Smith
Chiedza Tambwanaye
Jaskirat Kaur
Candece Rutherford
Anesushie Mudunge
Nicole Chikandwa
Iqra Naseem
Jaya Sharma
Nashita Haque

Prizes will be given for the overall winning entries in the 
rewards assemblies at the end of term.

LGS Remembers

On Tuesday 11th November we all observed a two 
minute silence held at 11am. This was made even 
more poignant this year by Chaia McQuail, an excellent 
trumpeter, who played The Last Post and Reveille. 

Students were able to explore themes of remembrance 
during their review time including remembering those 
who are injured, individuals, women, and those who are 
involved in conflict today.

Mock Trial Team Begin Competition Preparations

Every year Lordswood Girls’ School enters a team into 
the Mock Trial Competition run by the Citizenship 
Foundation. Students will have the opportunity to 
prosecute and defend a case, work with magistrates 
and compete with other schools. With preparations well 
under way and regular practices, the team are looking 
forward to competing at the regional heats in March 
2015.

Our team this year are: Ameena Masood, Aneeqa Hanif, 
Amelia Palin, Sonia Dhillon, Caila Ryner, Sana Sajid, 
Jaspinder Shoker, Simran Purewal, Hanna Oakes, Aysha 
Oakes, Imogen Reeves, Saba Shazhad, Victory Chiemezie 
and Aishah Fazal.

Women’s Land Army Tribute

Five students, Daphne Clarke, Alicia Beerjeraz, Amelia 
Hetherington, Olivia Ulpiani and Mary Holden, 
accompanied by Miss Christian were invited to 
represent LGS at the unveiling of the Women’s Land 
Army’s tribute memorial at the National Arboretum in 
October.

Students visited Hagley Road retirement village and 
interviewed two Land Girls about their experiences 
during World War II. The following week the students 
accompanied the Land Girls and their friends and family 
to the unveiling of the statue by HRH The Countess of 
Wessex.

We were able to spend some time exploring the 
National Arboretum before congregating with 400 
wonderful Land Girls and Lumber Jills who had travelled 
from all across the country (many now well into their 
80s and 90s) braving the wind and rain, with their 
families and friends. In all, there were over 2000 people 
there, which made the ceremony of dedication and the 
unveiling extremely special.

It was a privilege to be involved in such a momentous 
day and share it with two such inspirational women who 
are excellent role models for our students.

 

Students with one of the Land Girls from the Village



Drama Dates
Mrs Swallow reflects on the past term and 
prepares for a busy time ahead
The autumn term is always the busiest in the drama 
department as we prepare for all of our events 
throughout the year. This year has been no different. In 
January we will be performing our annual pantomime, 
in February the Year 7 students will be taking to the 
stage with their Performing Arts Evening, and in March 
we welcome you to ‘High School Musical’. 

The BTEC Performing Arts pantomime this year is 
Scrooge and will take place at Lordswood Boys’ School 
on Monday 12th and 13th January. The students have 
been working extremely hard and would love to help 
you chase away those post-Christmas blues with their 
version of this classic story. There promises to be plenty 
of laughs, audience participation and fun for all the 
family. Tickets will be on sale the first week back after 
the holidays. We look forward to seeing you there. 
In their drama lessons Year 7 have been preparing to 
entertain you at Dark wood Manor. Not only will all of 
the year group be invited to participate in an acting 
piece but they will be singing and composing music 
in their music lessons to accompany the pieces. If this 
whets their appetite, 30 Year 7 students will also have 
the opportunity to participate in the Dance Quest 
project that is run in collaboration with The Prince’s 
Trust and the Birmingham Hippodrome. Students 
will be invited to see two Dance productions at the 
Hippodrome and then to work with professional dance 
practitioners to rehearse a live dance piece to be 
performed at the Hippodrome in June. Look out for 
more information in assemblies early in the New Year.

Last but not least, we have just completed the auditions 
for this year’s school production, ‘High School Musical’. 
The audition process has taken several weeks due to 
over one hundred and fifty students from both the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Schools auditioning. We have had four 
call back auditions, paired workshops, singing and 
dance auditions before we were finally able to make 
our decisions. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all students who auditioned. They made the 
choices very hard for us and we could have cast many 
of the roles six times over. We are excited about the 
opportunity to work with so many students and hope all 
of the students that showed an interest will take part in 
the show as one of the numerous chorus roles. Tickets 
will be on sale shortly after February half term.

The AS level photography students took time from 
their weekend to visit Ludlow for their coursework. On 
Saturday 22nd November, the photography class arrived 
at Birmingham New Street train station at 8:30, and 
prepared for a two hour train journey. Once the group 
arrived, they hit the Ludlow market and took pictures of 
the hanging dead pheasants and icy dead fish. Although, 
standing in the cold and trying to adjust the shutter 
speeds and IOS setting became slightly uncomfortable, 
it was all worth it when we saw the lovely photos that 
were uploaded. 

A Day Trip To Ludlow
Jasmin Palin from Year 12 reports on a 
recent photography field trip

The Year 12 photography students focus their artistic 
attention

Horrible Histories!
Sofina Amin and Nicole Chikandwa on a 
memorable school trip
On Thursday 11th December Year 7 students visited the 
Old Rep in Birmingham to see a performance of The 
Horrible Histories.

“I liked the characters of Saint Nicholas, Shirley Holmes, 
Sidney Claus and the reindeer. I also enjoyed the fact 
that the whole history of Christmas was turned into a 
musical! The whole production was educational as well 
as enjoyable and funny, especially when the horrible 
Sidney Claus and the reindeer stole the Christmas 
presents, and said they were a pair of nickers!” said 
Nicole.

Sofina commented, “I loved the scenery, which started 
with a lovely Christmas tree on stage and a normal 
family Christmas scene.  Then, the scenery changed to 
Victorian and Tudor times, which was beautiful.  The 
production was particularly enjoyable as we had just 
studied stories of Sherlock Holmes and a story by Charles 
Dickens in our English lessons!  The cast also used bikes 
as a time machine, which was fantastic.”  



There are various students across a range of year groups 
who have impressed me with their hard work and 
dedication in their PSHEE and Citizenship studies. 
Firstly, I would like to announce the winners and the 
runners up of this year’s anti-bullying competition. Our 
head boy and head girl, Joash and Amelia, launched 
a competition inviting students to create artwork or 
a written piece of work to highlight the importance 
of creating an equal Birmingham. They felt that two 
students in particular summarised the message of 
including everyone and challenging disablist language in 
their work. 

The winners are: 
Mariam Naseem 8G 
Annie Brighton 10W. 

The girls will be receiving a certificate and prize in their 
praise assemblies and their work will be displayed on 
our school website. 

The runners up are: 
Madiha Anjum  7R
Samantha Mbano 8L
Dilawaiz Jahangir 9S
Arusa Azad 11S

These girls will be receiving a certificate in their praise 
assemblies. 

Also, everyone at Lordswood Girls’ is extremely 
proud of the winners of the ‘next generation awards’. 
Farheen Kadra, Saarah Choudhury, Sara Mohan and 
Louisa Wright presented their ideas on the support 
they could offer victims of forced marriage at the RBS 
building in Brindley Place in October and won with an 

PSHEE And 
Citizenship Update
Miss Preston has been as busy as ever!

On a Monday after school those of us who attend 
rowing club have tremendous fun. Sometimes this 
means aching arms and legs and if we have been to 
Edgbaston Reservoir, wet feet!

The club is made up of mixed ages involving members 
from Years 7-10. For the first half of the autumn term 
during the warmer weather we had the opportunity 
to practise on the reservoir coached by Hannah from 
B-Row. This is an organisation that coaches school aged 
children in rowing. The time on the water was mostly 
spent in single boats, but for a few sessions we were 
able to experience being in a 4 person boat with a cox. 
This taught us to work as a team and so far no one has 
fallen in!!!

Now that it has turned darker and colder we spend our 
time on rowing machines in the hall at school. We have 
been training hard for the School Games Level 2 Indoor 
Rowing Competition. This was held at Shenley Academy 
on Tuesday 25th November. Along with other teams 
from other schools we were competing for a place in the 
next round. In a team of four consisting of Aisha Fazar 
Year 9, Hannah Oakes Year 9, Fajr Mumtaz Year 10 and 
myself, we had to row 2016 metres in the quickest time 
possible. This was done as a relay. We managed to come 
1st and now move on to the next round. 

Everyone is having a great time and despite our aches 
and pains we all come back each week for more!

Lordswood Takes To 
The Water!
Emily Parker of Year 10 brings news of 
Rowing Club

Like ducks to water!

overwhelming verdict from the judges. They beat 22 
other Birmingham based schools to win the prize shield 
awarded by the Lord Mayor of Birmingham which is 
now pride of place in the school entrance. They worked 
tirelessly to prepare and were excellent ambassadors for 
the school. Well done!!

Finally, I would like to encourage all students to get fully 
involved with all the remaining competitions that run 
during PSHEE and Citizenship days over the year. Your 
hard work and effort does not go unnoticed! 

Dates :
Scrooge     12th/13th January
Year 7 Performing Arts evening 5th February
High School Musical    19th/20th March



The LGS geography department began the new school 
year still riding high on the results gained by last year’s A 
Level students.  The A Level geographers, who were also 
all named as Geographers of the Month in July, achieved 
a brilliant 100% A*-C in the subject and Mrs Sunley and 
myself are both very proud of them.

The success of last year’s A Level students was also a 
major feature of our campaign to recruit students to 
the subject for 2015/16 at November’s Sixth Form Open 
Evening. Being able to tell prospective students that 
five out of last year’s class of seven have actually gone 
on to study geography at degree level gave them a real 
indication of what an enjoyable and fulfilling subject 
geography is.  We really hope to see some of them join 
the A Level course next September.

When students return to school in January, the 
department will begin running our GCSE intervention 
sessions to focus upon examination performance.  
With record GCSE results (85% A*-C) achieved by our 
geographers last year, we are confident that these 
sessions will be highly beneficial to all students and 
would like to encourage everyone to attend.

And finally, not forgetting this term of course, the 
department has been busy, as ever.  One of the 
highlights has involved Year 7 students carrying out 
traffic and environmental studies on both the Hagley 
and Lordswood Roads.  Despite undertaking the studies 
in the bitter cold, the students really enjoyed their time 
outside the classroom and came up with some very 
insightful conclusions.

As a department, we now look forward to focusing on 
new topics in the spring term, and will report back on 
students’ work in the Easter newsletter!

News From The 
Geography 
Department
Mr Sami reflects on the past term

As part of a unit that we are studying in health and 
social care level 3, we took part in a first aid session with 
Mr Guppy. The session was split between theory and 
practical work. We first watched a video on the recovery 
position where a man working in the train station 
collapsed and needed to be put in the recovery position. 
The people in the video went through each step that 

Year 13 Health And 
Social Care Students 
Become First Aiders
Natasha Faulkner reports

Health and social care students learning valuable first 
aid skills

On Wednesday 3rd December, Year 10 GCSE computing 
class had the privilege to visit Birmingham University as 
part of a STEM day organised by School of Computing 
Science. The purpose of the visit was to encourage 
young females to pursue a career or even a qualification 
in Computing Science or any other science, technology, 
engineering or maths subject. We participated in 
numerous activities ranging from Robotics and 
Automation to building our very own app! We also 
visited different parts of the university and learnt all 
kinds of computational systems.  We also attended 
lectures and seminars and overall the experience was 
highly engrossing and riveting and we all thoroughly 
enjoyed the day!

Robots At BCU!
Asmita Goswami describes a great day

One of the robots at BCU

needs to be done to ensure that he was in the correct 
position as this could have saved his life. 

The videos were useful in showing us simple skills that 
can make a difference as they were set in every day 
situations. The second half of the session involved us 
actually acting out the recovery position. After going 
through the different steps and things like pulse rate 
that we have to check, we got into small groups with 
one person acting unconscious and another putting 
them into the recovery position. This was repeated until 
everyone had put their partner out of ‘danger’. The 
session was extremely useful for all of us because we 
now know how to respond correctly when someone is 
in need of help. A simple skill like this can save a life and 
therefore we were lucky and grateful that we were able 
to participate and encourage you to learn first aid if you 
can, as you may save someone’s life!



On Wednesday 19th November 2014 Aneeka Hanif 9R, 
Caila Ryner 9R, Tanvir Kaur 9S, Annie Casey 9G, Aneesha 
Maurya 9R, (Team 1), Amena Masood 9W, Imogen 
Hetherington 9S, Elda Ketena 9D, Amrita Samra 9G, 
Sophie Floyd 9G, (Team 2) and formed two formidable 
teams to represent Lordswood Girls’ School in a regional 
language and culture competition.

The two teams of five joined schools from across the 
South West Birmingham area to compete in a six round 
quiz that tested their knowledge of French grammar 
and vocabulary, as well as their general European 
knowledge.

The girls demonstrated wonderful team spirit and 
successfully worked together to solve puzzles in French, 
to understand the meanings of announcements in 
French, Spanish and German and to identify famous 
international people.

The competition was tough and with 18 teams 
competing, the girls most definitely rose to the 
challenge. When the results came in Team 2 was 
awarded sixth place and Team 1 was awarded 
third place!!! Well done!!!  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the teams and congratulate them 
on their hard work and endeavour. Merci beaucoup!!! 

Language And Culture 
Quiz 2014-15
Ms Siviter on the annual competition

A group of our linguists hard at work

Why isn’t every man in a red suit with a beard Father 
Christmas?  Because correlation doesn’t imply Claus-
ality... oh dear! Happy Christmas from the mathematics 
department! 

This term has been a busy one; particularly for Year 11 
who have been working hard toward their GCSE mock 

Marvellous Maths!
Mr Slack provides tips on keeping yourself 
warm this holiday

examinations. Year 10 have shown a good approach to 
the start of their GCSE courses and, along with Years 
7-9, have enjoyed exploring areas of mathematics and 
making connections. It is looking like there will be some 
excellent end of term grades this year!

Most recently Year 7 have been exploring an intriguing 
area of mathematics called Pentominoes, Year 8 have 
been looking to break world records, Year 9 have 
explored accuracy and how big things could possibly 
be, whilst Year 10 have been deciding whether this is a 
perfect world.

Four Year 12 students have been working hard to start 
their Engineering in Education scheme, with the school 
again working with Network Rail. This time students are 
exploring alternative ballast to go underneath railway 
lines to extend the lifetime of the stones and thereby 
avoid spending time and money replacing them so 
regularly. As part of their work, students are about to 
undertake a three-day residential at the University of 
Birmingham to use their facilities and work closely with 
engineers in order to work towards a solution to the 
problem. The four sixth-formers will also experience 
a little part of university life by staying away from 
home for two nights, in student accommodation. We 
look forward to hearing how they get on in the next 
Newsletter!

Teachers have been working on exploring how marking 
can be used to help students improve their performance 
further. Many students have described how they have 
found the new marking slips useful and they have 
helped them make progress. Please encourage your 
daughter to make use of the teacher’s feedback and 
identify where and how they need to improve. This also 
provides a good opportunity for you to see how you can 
support them at home.

Coming up in the New Year, the mathematics 
department will have new website which will help 
support students in their mathematical journey at 
the Lordswood Schools. This will also allow you to see 
advice, additional support, what’s coming up, work from 
the students and to see more about what the teachers 
are working on.

Whilst away from school for the Christmas holidays, 
it is of course important to make sure that students 
do not forget all of the excellent work they have been 
doing this term. Particularly important for Year 11 who 
will be sitting another mock examination just before 
February half term (five weeks after they get back!) So 
here are my top tips to make sure they keep themselves 
(mathematically) warm this December:
• Spend between 20 and 30 minutes each day doing 

little bits of maths.
• Do not work on problems you find easy – if it’s easy, 

you’re not making mistakes and so not learning 
anything.

• The only way to learn maths is to do maths. Do not 
sit and “read” a revision guide or your workbook; 



Lordswood Gallery Christmas 2014
Artworks produced by our talented students





actually apply it to new problems. These can be 
found:

 - KS3: www.mathsworkout.co.uk (Username:  
    Lordswoodgs; Password: odd57)
 - Year 10: Your subscription to the Nimbl      
    Application
 - Year 11: Your CGP workbook (answers can be   
    found on the VLE)
• If you have been provided with the structured 

‘Keeping yourself warm’ booklet, make sure that is 
ready to hand back at the start of next term.

Some Christmas cracker jokes to keep you entertained:

A gang of decimal figures are on the run. The police are 
trying to round them up.

“3 ish” – Humble Pi

Why did I divide sin by tan? Just ‘cos.

3 out of 2 people have trouble with fractions.

There are 10 types of people in this world. Those that 
understand binary...

All KS3 students are involved in the Accelerated Reading 
Scheme. Students pick books within the reading levels 
they are given by their teacher after they completed a 
STAR test, and once they read their book, they complete 
a quiz on the website which helps to ensure they 
understand what they have just read. Students need to 
attempt the quiz no more than 48 hours after reading 
the book.

Targets are set by their English teacher at the start of 
each term. Also as part of the scheme students are 
given certificates along with prizes for “milestones” such 
as completing 10 quizzes and achieving their targets. In 
the school library we have a Reading Wall of Fame and a 
Word Millionaire board to celebrate students’ success.
As the Autumn term ends KS3 students (Years 7, 8 and 
9) have read 66,327,617 words, 1,483 books and taken 
1483 quizzes!

All students should be congratulated on their efforts but 
a special mention should go to those students who have 
read over one million words each!

Nikitha Raghunaathan 7D
Saniyah Mahmood 7R
Josephine Sennett 7S 

Renaissance 
Accelerated Reading 
Scheme
An update on the reading scheme from 
Mrs Ashford in the library

Early in the New Year we will be introducing online 
payments, which will allow parents to pay for uniform 
and trips etc directly from your bank account. 

Further details will be announced on the school website 
in January. 

Online Payments For 
Parents
A development from the finance 
department

Earlier on this term, Year 10 Separate Science Class, had 
the opportunity, to attend a lecture at King Edward Five 
Ways School, about the embryology of a human, given 
by Prof Alice Roberts. 

A Lecture From 
Professor Alice 
Roberts
Asmita Goswami reports on a memorable 
lecture

Our lucky Year 10 scientists with Dr Alice Roberts

Renee Williams 7S
Iqra Naseem 7W
Zara Chaudhry 9S

Also WELL DONE to Rosemeen Gulshian 9L who has 
read an AMAZING 3,182,147 words, passing 35 quizzes, 
a brilliant achievement!

Finally well done to the following KS3 review groups 
who are currently top of their year group leader board. 

9L   A.Guppy      6,310,524 words
7S   L.Gordon      5,490,381 words
8G  K.Tooley        4,914,499 words

Well done!



The Big Science Quiz

On the 11th September 2014, a group of Year 11 
science students had the chance to attend Birmingham 
University where they took part in the Big Science Quiz.  
This event was held in the Grand Hall at Birmingham 
University and was attended by many other schools 
from all over Birmingham.

The Quiz included rounds on chemistry, physics, biology 
and maths and each school competed in groups of four 
to win a variety of prizes. The questions tested and 
furthered our knowledge into each of the subjects; the 
questions were varied and in some cases were difficult.

After the quiz concluded we were split up into different 
groups and attended different activities including a 
lecture about science within super heroes.  There was 
also a chance to get advice on career options and career 
paths which included information on courses, grades 
and other options of getting different jobs.

Overall the day was really interesting and enjoyable and 
very valuable to everyone who attended.  I personally 
thought it was very valuable and it gave me some ideas 
on the career path I would like to take.
Angelina Kalsi 11S

Year 9 at the British Science Festival

The science quiz that started off the day consisted of 
four rounds: chemistry, physics, maths and biology. Each 
round was worth 10 points, however there was a joker 
which you could use in one of the rounds to double 
the amount of points your team was awarded in that 
section. This created a lot of tension as we were very 
unsure when to use it during the quiz. Chemistry was 

Summing Up In 
Science
News of what’s been going on in the 
science department this term

The lecture touched on a wide range of subjects 
surrounding the early-developments of a human 
embryo. In the lecture Professor Roberts spoke about 
early beliefs about embryology, the first scientific 
investigations into the subject, and the initial stages of 
embryonic development. 

She then went on to explain how it is possible to 
discover so much about our evolutionary heritage 
through careful examination of the human embryo. 
Professor Roberts’ lively and engaging talk was 
enhanced with a set of photos of early stage embryos, 
along with detailed diagrams which comprehensively 
illustrated her points. 

Overall the lecture was highly engaging and a fascinating 
experience both for the students and the staff.

the best round because most of the content related to 
subjects that we had been educated on at school. Some 
of the other questions (especially in physics) were very 
obscure but we enjoyed the challenge.

The day was particularly useful for the students among 
us who wish to pursue careers in science. Although the 
first pair of EDF Energy employees we encountered in 
the ‘careers speed dating’ workshop conversed half-
heartedly with us, the Birmingham University medical 
student that we subsequently spoke with was pleasantly 
enthusiastic and very informative about the steps 
that she was taking to become a doctor. The following 
domino activity we participated in involved matching 
science based careers with the qualifications they 
required. This was useful because it gave us an insight 
into the exciting range of science careers available, 
many of which we had never heard of before. 
During the festival we were also taken into a room 
where there were several different stations run by 
volunteers from the University of Bath. Each workshop 
was based around a specific career in science and the 
types of skills needed for it. For example there was a 
workshop regarding different methods to create energy 
and power and another about different techniques that 
can be used to create petrol. The latter was definitely 
everyone’s favourite as we were given the opportunity 
to smell a range of disgustingly coloured liquids and 
we were supposed to guess what they were. I think it’s 
safe to say as a group we need to up our sniffing game, 
but the workshop was incredibly educational; we learnt 
that coffee could potentially be used to create petrol. 
It would require A LOT of coffee beans though, so no 
more Starbucks or Costa for you! All the workshops 
broadened our knowledge about degrees and jobs that 
science could offer and it was extremely interesting to 
know the opinions of young university students when 
learning about the possible pathways.

The best part of the day was undeniably the lecture we 
attended presented by a magician who informed us on 
the science of superheroes. It was interactive, engaging 
from the start and surprisingly informative. We learnt 
about the psychological quirks of our brains, memory 
tips, static electricity and a lot about real life substances 
with bizarre qualities that would be ideal materials for 
making a superhero’s costume. Additionally, seeing a 
frog levitate was definitely one of the highlights. 
The organisation of the day was impressive and the 
transition between the activities was smooth thanks to 
the help of the student guides and the planning of the 
university. A slightly extended lunch period would have 
been welcome but we still managed to make our way to 
each station on time. 

Overall the day was a success as it allowed us to test our 
current knowledge, learn in an engaging environment 
and consider our academic futures. We would definitely 
recommend any student given the chance to participate 
in the science festival to take the opportunity. 

Livvy McComb, Ayesha Maqsood and Guneet Aneja  



Have Breakfast in Science

Science breakfast club is running every Monday, Tuesday 
and Friday in G10 from 8 - 8.30am. Breakfast is provided 
as well as specialist support for all KS4 students.

RE Team Rockets! 

The RE department has re-launched the RE Team with 
a new, exciting format for 2014-15. The RE Team had its 
highest number of applicants ever and we now have an 
impressive team of students who are passionate about 
RE. This year, the RE Team is being led by sixth form 
leaders who have volunteered their time to develop 
their own RE skills and those from Years 7-11.  

As part of our re-launch, in the first meeting sixth form 
leader Sophie Neale helped students to get to know 
each other by creating paper planes with interesting 
facts about each member on, whilst Aneeka Shezad and 
Arzoo Eman Abad involved team members in a game of 
taboo. 

The RE Team can look forward to many interesting 
activities across the year including debates, charity 
fundraising and artwork all of which will be chosen by 
the RE Team members. 

Interfaith Week Inspiration!

The RE department celebrated Interfaith Week 2014 
with dedicated creative lessons for key stage three  and 
the opportunity to take part in a competition. Year 
7, 8 and 9 have been invited to design a new logo for 
Interfaith Week which symbolises the importance and 
meaning of the celebration. Whilst planning their logos, 
students suggested many excellent ideas including the 
importance of diversity, community, working together 
and communication. The best designs will express how 
religious believers from a range of faiths can share 
beliefs and practices and learn from each other. The 
deadline for all entries is the 8th December and winners 
will be announced at the start of the spring term. Good 
luck to all applicants!

RE Department 
Review
Miss Shipley brings us an update from the 
RE department

The Sixth Form Council’s hot chocolate stall at the 
Christmas fayre, was a huge success making £57  profit! 
All money raised will be donated to St Basil’s, a charity 
supporting the homeless. There was a steady flow of 
customers eager to try our hot chocolate with whipped 
cream, marshmallows and crumbled flake. What more 
could you ask for?! As the fayre ended we were pleased 
with the profit made as it will definitely help someone, 
somewhere this Christmas! 

Sixth Form Charity 
Success
Mrs Waraich congratulates the council

This September, Year 7 visited the Black Country Living 
Museum as part of their design and technology project 
work which centres on the development of a youth 
centre in Digbeth. Here are the thoughts of a couple of 
students. 

A Visit To The Past
Reflections on a trip to the Black Country 
Living Museum for Year 7

Students enjoying their trip 

Start your day properly

“Year 7 went to the Black Country Living Museum, we 
had an incredible time. We learnt about how different 
buildings were structured in the Victorian and mid-
20th century. We had the opportunity to go inside 
them and see for ourselves. While we were there we 
got to learn some new games and in the pharmacy 
we saw an example of how tablets were made at the 
time. In addition we were fortunate enough to see a 
demonstration of how sweets were made, after that we 
were able to purchase some from the shop. At the end 
we had time to go on some of the old fashioned rides.”

Jaspinder Shoker and Ameera Abdulwahid



On Thursday 23rd October, Year 9 students from 
Lordswood Boys’ and Lordswood Girls’ Schools as well 
as other local schools took part in a hour long STEM 
careers session. The session focused on how STEM is a 
major part of our everyday lives from joint replacements 
to railways and aeroplanes and how many significant 
products are designed and manufactured right here 
in Birmingham. After an initial presentation students’ 
were given the opportunity to talk to local companies 
who had set up a ‘company stall’; students were able 
to ask about career opportunities and find out what 
the company produced. The students found the session 
rewarding and were surprised at what some companies 
did and how many career opportunities were available 
within one company, for example, Network Rail.
“For me, the STEM day was really important as I learnt 
different and new things about a range of companies. 
I think that it was really useful as I now have more 
knowledge about careers which will help me when 
choosing my year 9 options. It will also help me when 
I’m thinking about what I want to do when I’m older. I 
didn’t think about engineering for my future career, but 
it’s made me think that I should learn more about it.” 
Afreen Azam 

“On Thursday 23rd October, a careers fayre was held at 
school. Companies such as ALCOA, Mondelez, Metsec, 
BT and the University of Birmingham came. We talked 
to the companies about what they do and the skills/
requirements needed to do the jobs available. We found 
this very beneficial.” 
Iman Raza and Kainat Jahangir

Lordswood Hosts 
STEM Event
Mrs Faulkner describes a day full of 
science, technology, engineering and 
maths

PE Stars of the Month

The following students have been nominated for stars of 
the month and we would like to congratulate them  for 
the effort, positive attitude, good attendance at sports 
clubs, good coaching, enthusiasm and commitment they 
have shown:

• Nina Dixon Biggs and Courtney Pearce for their 
commitment to extra-curricular clubs 

• Ruth Shioleftou for her excellent performance during 
PE lessons

• Leah Batty and Isabelle Smith for their leadership at 
netball club

• Maisie Malcolm for her leadership at gymnastics

Rounding Up In PE
Miss Downes with what’s been going on in 
the PE department

Birmingham Schools Gymnastics Competition

Our Year 7 gymnasts took part in the Birmingham 
Schools’ Gymnastics Novice Competition on Friday 5th 
December at Edgbaston High School. The following girls 
have worked extremely hard to prepare their routines:
Harmony Olaniyi,  Taskia Forbes, Destiny Smith,  Shenay 
Arscott, Cameron Jagpal, Aleesha Ahsan, Nina Dixon 
Biggs,  Ester Ling, and Georgia Germain Rees  
  
Indoor Athletics Competition

Our Year 7 and Year 8 athletes took part in the 
Sainsburys School Games Level 2 Indoor Athletics 
Competition on the 10th December at Shenley 
Academy. The events consisted of a number of different 
track and field events such as shot putt, standing long 
jump, standing triple jump, speed bounce and vertical 
jump. 

Lordswood’s enthusiastic athletes

GCSE Year 10 Separate Science students had the 
opportunity to visit Birmingham Flight School for STEM 
day. The day started off with a lecture by a professor of 
physics from Birmingham University followed by a range 
of different activities and seminars where the students 
learnt about the different jobs that the world of science 
has to offer. A highly dynamic and engaging day, the 
students certainly enjoyed themselves! 

More STEM Days Out!
Asmita Goswami on yet another STEM 
event

Students get hands on at Birmingham Flight School



On Wednesday the 26th October, the A level business 
group went on a trip to the Bournville factory of the 
nation’s most famous chocolatier, Cadbury’s. On face-
value it seemed the trip would be a chocolate-filled, 
euphoric experience, however as the planned day 
started, it was clear we were about to experience 
chocolate in a way we’d never done so before. 

The day started with a welcome from a man whose 
family had worked for the company for many 
generations resembling the age old Cadbury tradition of 
caring for its workers beyond their pay slips. Though the 
company have been recently bought by Mondelez and 
are in partnership with Kraft foods their focus on ‘up-
skilling’ workers has, if at all altered, been improved; 
every worker we met that day had either worked their 
way up the chain or were in receipt of training to update 
their skills.

Lucky Sixth Form 
Students Get A 
Chocolatey Day At 
Cadbury
Aalyah Malcolm describes the day

In terms of the actual chocolate-making, it takes a long 
process of refinery to produce the chocolate taste we 
know and love. Once the taste and consistency have 
been perfected, the right shape and size are created via 
moulding, encasing and processing. These processes can 
result in several tonnes of waste chocolate a day; the 
week before we visited 15 tonnes of a 45 tonnes batch 
of Turkish delights had to be thrown out - even the pros 
can get it wrong!

One of the group in the full health and safety outfit worn 
by all workers at the Cadbury factory

On Monday 22nd September, Years 7 and 8 held their 
annual Macmillan coffee morning.  I would like to thank 
all the girls and parents who made and brought in cakes 
for the event, which was a huge success.  We raised 
£176 for the Macmillan charity, which beats all previous 
records!  A particular thank you goes to Scarlet Powell 
of 8R, and her mum, who always donate an amazing 
supply of delicious, homemade cakes to our charity 
events.  Well done girls! 
   

Year 7 And 8 Support 
Macmillan 
A proud Mrs Peniket praises her young 
charity workers

Mrs Peniket’s enthusiastic Year 7 students get ready to 
welcome our guests

It is with great pleasure that I am able to formally 
introduce the Year 11 Prefect Team.  The girls were 
all recommended by their Review Tutors and had to 
produce a written manifesto outlining why they were 
suitable for the role.

Introducing Our 
Prefect Team
Mrs Uffindall’s new Year 11 Prefects

Though a chocolatier, health, safety and hygiene are 
arguably bigger concerns at Cadbury’s with a ‘Hold the 
handrail’ sign and a handwashing unit at almost every 
corner of the factory. Prior to entering, every worker 
or visitor has to put on numerous items to protect 
themselves (e.g. hard wearing white shoes and ear 
plugs) and the chocolate being made (e.g. hair nets and 
full body coats/ jackets).

Having seen how chocolate is made first hand, it has 
lost some of its edge making it very understandable 
that chocolate is not first choice for lunch to those at 
Cadbury. However learning about the business and 
its processes has increased my appreciation for their 
products hence the next time I buy a Cadbury chocolate 
bar, I’ll value it more.



The Prefect Team is made up of students who are 
considered to be trustworthy, reliable and set a positive 
example for the rest of the school. They are actively 
involved in the daily organisation and running of the 
school and have specific duties that they must fulfil on a 
weekly basis. This term, some of the Prefects have been 
supporting Year 7 students with their reading during 
morning registration.  They have also helped out with 
Year 7 and Year 10 Parents’ Evenings and fundraising 
events.

We have also recently selected a Head Girl in Year 
11.  This is a new role and several members of the 
Prefect Team applied for this prestigious position.  After 
submitting a formal written application and taking 
part in an interview, Miss Millward and I agreed that 
Maariyaah Shaheen was the successful candidate.  
Congratulations! 

The girls have been extremely supportive since I took on 
the role of Achievement Coordinator for Years 10 and 11 
and I look forward to working them on new projects 
next term!

The Year 11 Prefect Team:
Nayyab Ishfaq
Hadis Mohammadi
Emmani Abdullah
Isobel Hinton
Zainab Mohamed
Maisie Malcolm
Abbie West
Ruvimbo Tawengwa
Paige Smallman
Olivia McComb
Maariyaah Shaheen (Head Girl)
Ashley Christie
Ayesha Maqsood
Benita Kellay
Damesha Heath
Daphne Clarke
Emma Watson
Guneet Aneja
Hasina Ahmed

The Skills Show, the nation’s largest skills and 
careers event, provided inspiration and advice about 
future careers to almost 74,000 people at the NEC, 
Birmingham last month, with over 150 of these from 
Lordswood Sixth Form.  The Skills Show featured a wide 
range of hands-on experiences and skills competitions 
designed to help shape the futures and transform the 
lives of those who attended.

Year 12 Visit The Skills 
Show At The NEC
Mrs Baker with a careers update

The enormous NEC Skills Show
At the heart of The Skills Show, is the Have a Go 
concept, which provides the opportunity to try 
“bite sized” skills experiences, with the 49 official 
stations offering the chance to try careers as varied as 
bricklaying, floristry, web design and media make up.  A 
comprehensive programme of Spotlight talks across the 
event provided real-life insights into careers from “real 
people doing real jobs”, as well as famous names from 
the world of business and industry.  So how does this 
experience fit into Birmingham? Read on!

The Birmingham Labour Market 

Since August 2014 there have been 2456 live vacancies 
available in Birmingham from a variety of employers in 
and around the City. The apprenticeship vacancies are 
made up from - 
• Business, Administration and Law (1157)
• Retail and Commercial Enterprise (423)
• Health, Public Services and Care (279)
• Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies (224)
• Information and Communication Technology (120)
• Arts, Media and Publishing (45)
• Construction, planning and the Built Environment 

(26)
• Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care (12)
• Leisure, Travel and Tourism (11)
• Education and Training (7)

There were 10,888 jobs advertised in Birmingham 
in August 2014. The occupations with the highest 
number of vacancies were for Programmers & Software 
Developers (372) and Nurses (353).  

Amongst the skills required for the jobs advertised were 
sales, contract management, business development 
along with a demand for specific computer 
programming skills.  

New Street Gateway and High Speed 2 College are two 
major developments in Birmingham which will shape 
employment demands for the future.  Six other key 
sectors are likely to experience growth or to face skills 
demands –
• Health and Social Care
• Food and Drink
• Construction
• Transport and Logistics



• Retail and Financial
• Professional Services

Five Priority growth sectors have been identified in and 
around the City:
1. Advanced Manufacturing (using a high level of 

design or scientific skills to produce innovative and 
technologically complex products and processes; 
eg composites manufacture / development, plastic 
electronics and nanotechnology, advanced processes 
in automotive, aerospace, metals etc)

2. ICT (particularly ICT security, informatics, mobile 
& wireless, digital content for entertainment / 
training, high level leadership, relationship & project 
management, information analytics)

GETTING  JOB READY

CITY GATEWAY ICONS

CITY GATEWAY ICONS

Co-operative
Capable of taking orders and working  
with other staff or managers.

Dedicated
Hard-working and able to deliver work  
to targets and deadlines.

Responsible
Reliable, honest, and able to build  
professional relationships.

Teachable
Able to cope positively with change &
challenges - to constructively evaluate  

Communicative
An attentive listener who speaks clearly 

CITY GATEWAY ICONS

CITY GATEWAY ICONSCITY GATEWAY ICONS

Presentable
Appropriately dressed and clean,  
with attention to your personal hygiene.

CITY GATEWAY ICONS
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CITY GATEWAY ICONS

CITY GATEWAY ICONS

CITY GATEWAY ICONS

3. Life Sciences (pharmaceutical, medical 
biotechnology and medical technology)

4. Environmental Technologies (technologies related 
to sustainability, including renewable energy 
technologies, recycling, waste management, water 
management, specialist IT.)

5. Cultural Buzz (creative activity e.g. film, television, 
fashion, plus theatres, cinemas, retail, bars, 
restaurants, tourism and visitor attractions.

Successful planning for the future means getting as 
much information as you can and using it to help you 
make decisions.  The key is research!





Lordswood News

Mon 23rd - School open,
Feb   normal school day

Mon 23rd - Year 9 options, reviews
Feb   with parents 

Thurs 26th - A level & GCSE music  
Feb   festival

Thurs 26th & - Year 12 Parliament trip
Fri 27th Feb 

Mon 2nd  - Year 8 immunisations
Mar   

Fri 6th - - Year 8 ski trip
Fri 13th Mar

Fri 13th - Comic Relief
Mar 

Thurs 19th & - School production
Fri 20th Mar   

Thurs 26th - Year 8 Parents’ Evening  
Mar   4.00 - 6.30pm

Fri 27th - - School breaks up for
Mar   Easter at 3.00pm,
   normal school day
 
30th Mar - - Easter holidays
Fri 10th Apr 

Mon 13th - INSET - school closed
Apr   to students

Tues 14th - School open for term,
Apr   normal school day
   

  

Weds 17th  - Christmas Concert
Dec   7.00 - 9.00pm   
 
Fri 19th - School breaks up for
Dec    Christmas 12noon

Mon 5th - School open for term,
Jan 2015  normal school day

W/C 5th - Year 12 mock exams
Jan   

Thurs 22nd  - Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
Jan   4.00 - 6.30pm
  - Post 16 IAG Meetings
   4.00 - 6.30pm

Thurs 29th & - Year 10 - 13 drama trip
Fri 30th Jan  to London

Mon 2nd - Whole school PSHEE day
Feb   

W/C 2nd - Year 13 mock exams 
Feb

Thurs 5th   - Year 7 Performing Arts 
Feb   evening 

Thurs 12th - Year 9 taster day
Feb   Year 9 Parents’ Evening
   4.00 - 6.30pm

Fri 13th - - INSET - school closed
Feb   to students 

Mon 16th - - Spring half term
Fri 20th Feb

Diary Dates


