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Lordswood News

A Letter From The
Headteacher
Dear Parents,

It is always pleasing to be able to start my letter to
parents with a piece of good news! The funding
agreement for the sports hall was finally signed off last
week so the wait for the start of the sixth form centre
and sports hall construction is finally over. We expect
contractors to start on site by the end of the month –
better late than never!
We were also pleased last month to receive a letter
from the Minister of State for School Standards, Nick
Gibb, congratulating the school on the progress made
by our students and the 2016 Progress 8 score which
places Lordswood in the top 5% of schools nationally. A
similar letter of congratulations was received from SSAT,
the Schools, Students and Teachers Network. I would
like to recognise the hard work of staff and students in
achieving this commendation and thank you as parents
for your support of your daughters.
Last week, we wished Mrs Uffindall, KS4 Achievement
Co-ordinator, well as she embarked on her maternity
leave; Mrs Leadbetter will take on this role during her
absence. At the end of this term we say farewell to Miss
Clare (Psychology) and Mr Gordon (ICT & Computing),
who has successfully gained promotion to another
school. We wish them well in their careers and thank
them for their contribution to Lordswood. This term
we also welcomed back Mrs Morrall, Lead Professional
for Music, Mrs Colvin-Grieve, Intervention & Inclusion
Co-ordinator, Ms Siviter, Lead Professional for MFLs and
Mrs Healey, Teacher of Science, from maternity leave.
Thank you to all those parents who have responded
with messages of support in response to the letter on
school funding. Based on suggestions from parents,
we will be investigating opportunities for income
generation; one initiative is to start a ‘Friends of the
Arts’ group. As you will be aware, arts subjects are
at risk of being downgraded as a result of the Ebacc
measure which the government introduced a few years
ago. The arts add so much to students’ educational
experience and help shape the ethos of the school. I am
very proud to be Head of a school in which the arts not
only thrive but also contribute greatly to the success of

the school. Further details of the ‘Friends
of the Arts’ scheme will be sent out in
due course.
The Spring term ends for all students on
Thursday 6th April and the Summer term
resumes at the normal time on Monday 24th April.
I should like to wish you all a Happy Easter and a
relaxing holiday.
With best wishes

Mrs Jane Götschel,
Executive Headteacher

Many Congratulations
From Achievement
Co-ordinators

Spring time commendations and award
winners from the Achievement
Co-ordinator team

Mrs Peniket said of the Year 7 students receiving an
award, “I have been delighted to see how the Year 7s
have flourished since they started in September. Many
of these students have demonstrated great resilience
and emotional development since starting secondary
school, and they should be extremely proud of their
achievements both academically and through their
service to the school community.”
Mr Baker said of the Year 8 and 9 students that he was
“thrilled and proud of the students’ achievements this
term. In particular, the Year 9 rowing team should
be applauded for their success in a regional rowing
competition, where they gained a silver medal for the
team.”
Mrs Uffindall highlighted that “A number of the Year
10 and Year 11 students receiving an award had
demonstrated a strong work ethic and positive approach

towards their GCSE studies which have resulted in a
significant number of praise points. These girls also
boast excellent levels of attendance. Well done!”
Sadia Tazeem 7D
Betsy Merrell 7D
Eve Yarker 7G
Yumna Asif 7G
Nikita Gill 7L
Sadaf Wahid 7L
Lyla Perkins 7R
Yara Hussein 7R
Hayley Chikerema 7S
Beatrice Pain 7S
Hila Lahoti Moghaddam 7W
Ruqayya Mahmood 7W

Anisa Hussain 9R
Shimpali Raje 9S
Simran Purewal 9S
Tania Dhillon 9W
Victoria Babajide 9W

Samihah Bibi 10D
Nayab Wahid 10D
Amna Akhtar 10G
Isabel Henry 10G
Isabelle Hewitt 10L
Salsabel Asmael 10L
Beyonce Samuels
Wainwright 10R
Sapna Karsan 8D
Gurvinder Dhamu 10R
Mona Khosroshahi 8D
Rhiana Alom 10S
Jennifer Capper Grinham 8G Eleanor Pratt 10S
Priscilla Sharif 8G
Riya Kaur 10W
Ella Thrush 8L
Layla Mehay-Bennett 10W
Manveer Dubb 8L
Maliheh Mac 8R
Morgan Gayle 11D
Samira Hamizi 8R
Vanilla Ayuketah 11D
Sophia Norouzi 8S
Stephanie Gray 11G
Lili Saunders 8S
Rimsha Rashad 11G
Bonneeta Braich-Bains 8W Rosemeen Gulshan 11L
Ria Mehta 8W
Courtney Hall 11L
Parveen Kaur 9D
Sadia Iqbal 9D
Madeleine Poole 9G
Sanaa Kausar 9G
Henna Haravi 9L
Zara Ahmed 9L
Sofina Amin 9R

Amirah Shezad 11R
Eva Price 11R
Fariha Anjum 11S
Dilawaiz Jahangir 11S
Jasmine Chohan 11W
Grace Nelson-Brewer 11W

Year 7 students receiving their certificates and Easter
eggs

News From The Sixth
Form Centre

Miss Dignon with a post 16 update

This term has been busy for Lordswood sixth form
students as Year 13 students prepare for life after school
by finalising university applications, attending applicant

days and finding out about new apprenticeship
opportunities. Meanwhile, Year 12 students have
received First Aid training from St John’s Ambulance and
a road safety seminar as part of the PSHEE programme.
Year 12s have also taken the lead in their weekly
assemblies and have delivered on topics including
humanitarian crises, Islamic beliefs and Mothers’ Day.
The Sixth Form Council organised a hamper raffle for
Mothers’ Day and raised £60 for the sixth form social
fund. Finally, students have been taking part in work
experience placements which are helping them to make
decisions about their future studies and careers.
Emanuela Sula took part in the Day in the Life of a
Lawyer programme at a well-respected legal firm. She
was assigned a mentor who guided her through her
work tasks. Emanuela said that ‘the atmosphere was
very friendly but also professional –and nowhere near as
intimidating as I thought it would be. The experience has
given me a helping hand in choosing my future career
choice – hopefully being law!’
Salma Mahmood went to Price Waterhouse Cooper
– a multinational professional services company - to
complete a week of work experience.
“Going to PWC meant that my day started a 9 a.m. and
ended at 5.30 p.m. and although the days felt long,
it gave me a great insight into how a big firm runs
internally which links to my A level Business Studies. I
spent three days in assurance and 2 days in consulting.
I shadowed different people with different roles and got
a better understanding of how communication works
within a business. It was interesting to get an insight
into the PWC business culture and how everyone from
different locations and backgrounds managed to align
their views with the corporate objectives, rules and
regulations.
One task I completed was to research the power outage
that took place in Ukraine’s power grid in late 2016 and
having to establish whether this was a cyber-attack by
hackers in Russia. Doing this meant that I was helping
the leader of cyber security in PWC create a simple form
of communication which could then be used to give to
clients who were interested in the cyber-security services
that PWC offers. Overall, working at PWC helped me to
network and to become more confident in expressing my
views.”
Finally, congratulations to Roberto Gibson Cabrero who
recently competed in the Spanish National Duathalon
(running and biking) Championships. He gained the
silver medal for the team time trial and a gold medal for
the team relay. Roberto has been part of a triathlon club
for two years and trains regularly to compete at this
level.

A Word From The
School Council

Saba and Mariam of Year 10 give us a run
down of the Council’s activities
School Council has been very busy this term, with
members being actively involved in fundraising events,
leadership roles and generating ideas about how to
make use of school facilities. An example of this is the
radio station which is currently being maintained by
the School Council. Radio scripts are also in the process
of being written by members of the School Council on
a rota. Moreover, there has been a great focus on the
individual management teams and the three executive
leaders have successfully met up with their groups in
order to discuss future plans.
Overall, the previous events for this academic term have
been very successful, allowing us to raise large sums
of money. One of the most recent events was Comic
Relief, which took place on the 24th March. There was a
non-uniform day to honour the event as well as a cake
sale which generated a record breaking £90! Thanks to
everyone for their contributions and support, especially
those who were kind enough to bring in the cakespraise slips have been awarded to these individuals.
Another event that the School Council held was a
competitive Bake Off for year 8 students as part of
their designated fundraising slot. The event led to a
positive response from the students who baked the
muffins, as well as those who enjoyed them! The year
8s were challenged to bake their own muffins which
were then judged by a very observant panel of judges.
Congratulations to everyone who participated! We hope
you enjoyed yourselves.
In September 2017, School Council will be launching
the ‘Buddy up’ project in response to some question
time issues. School Council members will be working
predominantly with the progress and wellbeing group
to help alleviate homework stress and any pressure or
worries that students might have. Year 11 mentors will
‘buddy up’ with students from the younger years, in a
relaxed environment, where students can get homework
help and discover methods to express their worries
i.e creative writing, arts and crafts and many other
stimulating activities. This project is in response to the
Speaker’s school council awards, which is a competition
between schools in the UK, given by the Houses of
Parliament. This is a great opportunity to celebrate our
achievements as a school and recognise the impact
that the School Council has had on the community and
school as a whole. More information about the project
will become available to students nearer to the start of
the project launch.
On behalf of the School Council, thank you to everyone
for their hard work this term and Miss Pickford for her
continuous support and time.

E-Safety Update

Mrs Finucane with some useful tips for
staying safe online

Do you want more control over your instagram profile?
Instagram have announced three new tools which give
users more control over their profiles. These tools allow
users to control comments on their posts, edit follower
lists on private accounts and anonymously report when
they think their friends need help.

How to control comments on your posts
1. Control who comments on your posts
You will be able to turn off comments on individual
posts.
To disable comments on your posts tap “Advanced
Settings” before you post and then select “Turn Off
Commenting.” You can also tap the menu any time after
posting a photo to turn commenting back on.
Once you have done this, any comments that are
currently on your post will be hidden and other users
will no longer have the option to comment on your post.
2. Remove followers
Previously, if you wanted to remove a follower from a
private Instagram account, the only way to do so was by
blocking them. Now Instagram has made editing your
follower list a lot easier.
If you have a private Instagram account you can go to
your followers’ list and click on the ‘…’ next to a person’s
name and remove them as a follower. The person will
not be notified that you have removed them.
This means that you can make your account as private
as you want it to be.
3. Anonymous Reporting for Self-Injury Posts
Instagram have introduced a new way for you to look
out for your friends online. If you believe someone you
follow on Instagram may be thinking about injuring
themselves you can report it anonymously to Instagram.
Instagram will then put that person in contact with
organisations who can provide them with support
and advice. Every report will be taken seriously and
Instagram will have people working every day to review
these reports.

Instagram have said that these updates are just the
beginning of their safety updates: ‘We will continue to
work to maintain Instagram as a welcoming and safe
place for everyone.’
To see all of Instagram’s safety tools visit the Instagram
Help Centre.

Holocaust Memorial
Day
Miss Christian on this year’s
commemorations

Each year, the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust chooses
a different theme to enable audiences on Holocaust
Memorial Day (HMD) to learn something new about the
past, and to make it easier for HMD activity organisers
to create fresh and engaging activities. Every theme is
relevant to the Holocaust, Nazi Persecution and to each
subsequent genocide, and has the life stories of those
who were murdered and those who survived at its heart
– as well as the experiences of resisters, rescuers and
witnesses.
How can life go on? was the theme for Holocaust
Memorial Day 2017.
The aftermath of the Holocaust and of subsequent
genocides continues to raise challenging questions for
individuals, communities and nations. HMD 2017 asked
people to think about what happens after genocide and
of our own responsibilities in the wake of such a crime.
This year’s theme is broad and open ended; there are
few known answers.
Author and survivor of the Holocaust Elie Wiesel has
said:
‘For the survivor death is not the problem. Death was an
everyday occurrence. We learned to live with Death. The
problem is to adjust to life, to living. You must teach us
about living.’
Anti-semitism and other forms of hate continue today.
Failing to learn the lessons of the past, extremist groups
are growing in strength and voice across Europe and the
world often espousing hatred of Jews, Muslims, Roma
and immigrants.
“I’m afraid that Europe is forgetting its past and that
Auschwitz is only sleeping. Anti-Gypsy threats, policies
and actions worry me greatly and make me very sad.”
Ceija Stojka – Roma Auchwitz survivor
Jewish people today often face hate from far right, far
left and Islamic extremists. A study by the Community
Security Trust recorded 924 anti-semitic incidents in
the UK during 2015, 86 of which were violent assaults.
A different study undertaken by the Rabbinical Centre

of Europe showed 70% of the continent’s Jewish
population are afraid to expose their religion in public.
From January to October 2015, Tell Mama recorded
approximately 2,500 cases of anti-Muslim hatred in the
UK whilst the year 2014/15 saw 5,597 hate crimes in
the UK motivated by the victim’s sexuality and 2,508
motivated by the disability of a victim.
Some describe the Roma as ‘the most persecuted group
in Europe’; their growing stigmatisation led the United
Nations Special Rapporteur on minority issues in 2015
to warn of the ‘resurgence of unacceptable myths about
Roma criminality, unworthiness and inferiority’.
Conflict in Burundi, although political in its origins, is at
risk of descending towards communal violence. Like its
neighbour Rwanda, Burundi’s history has been marked
by violence between Hutu and Tutsi communities. Today
use of rhetoric reminiscent of that heard in the run up
to the genocide in neighbouring Rwanda where up to
1,000,000 Tutsi and moderate Hutus were murdered, is
of major concern.
In Darfur, genocide rages on.
These are just some of the examples that show groups
who have been the victims of genocide continue to be
threatened with identity-based violence today. This
raises serious questions about individual, organisational,
community and governmental responsibilities for
protecting the rights of marginalised communities.
We hope that we have encouraged students to stand up
against hate in our world today. It so important, whilst
reflecting on the past, to consider how we might fight
anti-semitism and other forms of hate in the UK, or how
we can encourage people to support efforts to tackle
identity-based hate around the world.
HMD reflections this year were led by Hanna Iqbal and
Sophie Caprioli.

How Do We Learn
About The Rights Of
The Child?

Year 8 RE students with their responses to
this question
Zahrah Azeem
How does RE promote children’s rights? Instead of
asking how, let’s think about why? There are thousands
of children around the world that are not given rights.
Therefore, it is necessary to know about our rights. The
UNCRC encourages the younger generation to be aware
of the rights we have. There are over fifty rights for
children that many of us are lucky to have. For example,
freedom of religion, encourages us to reflect spiritually

and helps children to understand who they are. RE helps
us to know our rights but also raises our awareness of
the terrible situations around the world where rights are
not taken into account.
Aneesa Akram
RE promotes children’s rights such as article 13, freedom
of expression. In RE every child’s opinion matters and it
is beneficial for children as it creates a safe atmosphere
to express what you think.
Jaspinder Kaur Shoker
In RE we are never forced to believe any one view or
religion, we are taught that everyone should be allowed
to express their opinions as long as they do not harm
others. Learning about our rights is the first step to
becoming a more understanding individual.
Evie Cooper
RE is a massive part of helping students understand
their own rights and identities. It informs them of the
rights that protect them every day. It teaches children
about their own religion as well as others, helping us to
understand the wide range of identities around us. This
shows the right of equality which ensures everyone is
treated fairly. Can you imagine life without the rights
protecting children? RE is incredibly important as it
helps us realise how lucky we are to be protected by
these rights in the UK.
Sonia Baz
Article 14, freedom of thought, conscience and religion
is important for me as well as many children around the
world. We should all be able to say and think what we
like without fear. Also, we should be able to choose our
beliefs without discrimination. This is taught to us in RE,
as we explore different religions and respect each one of
them. This makes all students feel comfortable and gives
them a sense of belonging regardless of their religion.
Betelhem Kassa
Article 8, the right to preservation of identity, shows
us that children should have an official record of who
they are. Governments should respect the right children
hold to have a name and nationality. This right is
important because without an identity children cannot
be educated nor can they have a say in what they
would like to change. RE lessons are crucial to remind
students of their rights, whether that is freedom of
thought or even their identity. RE lessons provide these
lessons as there are topics focusing on the importance
and meaning of identity in specific faiths. During these
lessons, students learn more about themselves and
about others and most importantly they learn to respect
each other’s’ individuality.
Article 14, the right to freedom of thought, conscience
and religion shows us that children have the right to
think and believe what they want and to practise their
religion as long as they are not stopping others from
enjoying their rights. RE lessons provide knowledge
of other religions and beliefs so students can make

their own decisions on what they believe with a better
knowledge and awareness of other religions. Although
these rights are not respected all over the world,
RE lessons can educate the next generation on how
important it is to protect children’s rights.
Josephine Sennett
Article 13, freedom of expression, states that children
(defined as any person below the age of 18) should be
able to have access to and share information. This links
to RE in the way that it educates children on different
views and clears up any misconceptions that people
outside of school or the media may have given them.
Also, many children (or even adults) can lack knowledge
about their own religion; even though they identify as a
religious believer they may not know any of the details.
Some children may receive religious instruction outside
of school; it is beneficial to hear about religion from a
non-biased point of view, which gives them the power
to educate others about their beliefs.
Article 14, freedom of thought, conscience and religion,
states that children have the right to believe and
practise a religion. Exploring secular subjects, such as
suffering and marriage, and religious responses to them
helps children examine their beliefs and discover what
they believe in. Also, part of article 14 says “as long as
it does not stop others from enjoying their rights”. This
links to RE as the subject teaches the different beliefs
equally and positively which helps create a sense of
diversity. Also, RE combined with PSHEE days help deter
children from radicalisation which is highlighted in the
media so often. In summary, RE is helping this country
to be more educated on religion and children’s rights
and to be a more loving, accepting society.
Madiha Anjum
Each child has their own right to express and hold their
own views, whether you may agree or disagree with
them. It is important for a child to know their views are
taken into account and that they have the right to an
opinion. In RE we have learnt about suffering and how
every person on the planet will experience pain at some
point. We also learn the religious responses to suffering
which may inspire children to act. For example, if a
child has a strong desire to help people with learning
difficulties they would be encouraged by RE lessons
teaching them that every child matters. They would also
be inspired to act on their views by examining beliefs
such as agape love in Christianity, the idea that you
should care for others.

Thank You!

With thanks to all contributors
We are delighted to inform you that new stage curtains
will be in place in time for the summer term. We
would like to thank local business SJ Financial Solutions
for their generous donation in helping to make this
possible.

Reflecting On
Children’s Rights

A thought provoking piece from the
Citizenship Department
In January, all students attended an assembly focusing
on the UNCRC and the importance of children’s rights.
Even though we often take our rights for granted, it is
vital that our students know their rights and how they
are protected.
On 20th November 1989 the United Nations Assembly
adopted something called the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (or UNCRC for
short!).
It’s an international agreement, signed by nearly all the
countries in the world to make sure that YOU – children
and young people – are:
• Safe
• Healthy
• Cared for
• Able to develop and enjoy life
The UNCRC is important because children need to be
protected, supported and listened to and the UNCRC
is in place to guide decision makers in righting wrongs
which can happen to children.
There are 54 Articles, each one protecting a specific
right that you have. Some are similar to the rights in the
United Nations Declaration on Human Rights, but some
are specifically included because they affect children.
Reflecting on issues facing children around the world
More than 400 million children in the world do not
have clean water to drink – but the UNCRC is working to
ensure “the provision of adequate nutritious foods and
clean drinking-water” (Article 24).
Toilets are something we take for granted! More than
500 million children do not have access to hygienic toilet
facilities. – but the UNCRC aims to provide all children
with “hygiene and environmental sanitation” (Article
24).
Each year, more than 10 million children become
refugees – driven from their homes by conflict – but
the UNCRC is there to ensure “a child who is seeking
refugee status or who is considered a refugee will
receive appropriate protection and humanitarian
assistance” (Article 22).
In Britain, we have a National Health Service. Every
year, 6 million children under the age of 5 die from
easily preventable causes. That’s 16,000 children every
day – however the UNCRC aims to protect “the right
of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of
illness and rehabilitation of health.” (Article 24).

Stop and Talk…
We’d like to ask you to take 5 minutes this holiday to
find out more or talk about children’s rights at home, for
example…
• How would your life be different if you were born in
another part of the world?
• How do you learn about your rights?
• Who protects your rights?
• What do parents need to know about children’s
rights in order to help protect them?
• How does school help ensure your rights are
protected?

Hard Work Pays Off

Mr Pearce sings the praises of students
working hard in maths
Hard work is something we have seen a lot of in the
maths department so far this year – with all year groups
showing excellent progress during the autumn and
spring terms. I feel all students have fully embraced
the increase in challenge brought about by the new
maths curriculum and it is lovely to witness real
problem solving going on in so many maths classrooms
at Lordswood. This hard work has also led to recent
successes in the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge,
a national maths competition, with 4 of our students
qualifying for bronze or silver awards! The interest in
extra-curricular maths is continuing further with nearly
a hundred year 7 and 8 students choosing to enter the
UKMT Junior Maths Challenge. Good luck to all those
that have entered and a huge thank you from me to all
the staff involved.
As we move into the second half of the year I would
encourage all students to regularly review the work
they have put in to their maths so far and reflect upon
the progress they have made. The Lordswood Maths
Department employs a targeted, diagnostic approach
to assessment and feedback, which makes it very easy
for all pupils and parents to identify areas of strength
and areas for further development. May I remind all
students that they can make use of the lunch time
maths clinic for one to one assistance on any areas for
development.
Keep up the hard work and extra effort – it really does
pay off!

Working With The
Urban Land Institute

News of a joint enrichment day in
geography and business studies

On 29th March, 20 year 10 pupils from geography
and business studies took part in an enrichment day
organised by the Urban Land Institute. They were
supported by practising industry professionals such as

lawyers, quantity surveyors and planners to create their
own property development company. Students then
had to create a site plan to present to the professionals
taking planning restrictions and stakeholder opinions
into account.
The ‘property development companies’ all worked
really well together as groups to create collaborative
presentations for their proposals. The winning company
were ‘Inspirtecture’ and they are off to London in the
summer term for a prize-giving ceremony at City Hall followed by a visit up The Shard!
Well done to all involved. Miss Gager was really proud
of your mature attitude and achievements!

May we remind parents that the students will be
awarded a numerical grade for the first time in English
and that there are four examinations in total; the
language papers require students to infer meaning from
unseen texts from pre 19th century to the 21st century
(both fiction and non-fiction literary texts) and that in
the literature examinations students are not permitted
copies of the set texts though they will be expected to
refer closely to them. As you can see, the Year 11s face
a challenging set of examinations this summer and the
English department wishes them the very best of luck.
If you have any questions about the new GCSEs, please
do not hesitate to get in touch.

Winners Of The Year
7 Story Writing
Competition

Congratulations to our creative writers

There were many entries for the Year 7 writing
competition this term. Mrs Peniket read the opening of
a short story to Year 7 in assembly, and the girls were
asked to write a continuation of the story.
Students discuss their property ideas with Mrs Götschel
during the day

New GCSEs In English
Language And English
Literature

Caelyn Wilbanks, Aimee Dudley and Marieve Sainsbury
were awarded first and joint second prizes. The girls
received some stationery from the RSC theatre shop as
part of their reward. Well done girls!

Answering questions on the changing face
of English GCSEs
As parents/guardians of Year 11 will be aware, this
summer will see the first examinations in the newly
reformed GCSEs in both English language and literature.
Since Year 11 embarked upon the new GCSEs in
September 2015, the department has been working
hard to fully understand the requirements of each of
the new examination papers and prepare lessons and
resources tailored to them. We are now in a position
where, although we do not have past papers from the
examination board (AQA) to use with students, we have
created a number of examination style tasks which are
available for your daughters to download and use as
revision on the school’s VLE. In addition, the department
continues to offer most Thursday afternoons until 5pm
as an opportunity for students to seek support from the
English department. These sessions run on a Tuesday if
there is a parents’ evening so if your daughter is unsure
about when to attend she should check with her English
teacher first.

Our competition winners

Year 11 PSHEE Day

Bethany Nicholls, Caila Ryner and Simran
Minhas with their write ups of the recent
PSHEE day

On the 19th January, during our PSHEE day, we were
educated on gun and knife crime in the UK especially in
the West Midlands and Birmingham area.
First of all we attended an assembly in the hall where
a disabled police officer with an optimistic and

inspirational message “changed the way we think”.
By going through a presentation he allowed us all to
reconsider our ideas of how important our lives are
both to others and to the people we love. He also
allowed us to reconsider how crimes are committed and
what a person may go through. We looked over case
studies and various aspects of firearms and weapons
before visiting a main case study where we learned the
details and how a crime can affect a family and all of
the surrounding people. This case was mainly presented
by the mother of a victim who bravely explained her
experience and how devastating it can be. This allowed
us all a more personal insight behind the headlines
therefore resonating with us all.
As a reflection from the moving presentation that
morning we created our own assemblies, review group
activities, case study books and campaign material
against the use and possession of offensive weapons.
This gave us the opportunity to conduct our own
research into the topic and find out the shocking reality
for ourselves.
By pulling together and presenting this information for
ourselves we demonstrated our full understanding of
the topic and were able to educate others. Even if one
life is saved by the information we learnt and presented
- we will still live in a better world.
Overall I thoroughly enjoyed the day as I found it
informative and relevant along with giving an effective
amount of emotion to be able to change the way that
people “think”. I can honestly say that my opinions have
changed and the main aim of this police officer was
achieved amongst us all.
Bethany
On 19th January 2017, PSHEE day was dedicated to
Gun and Knife Crime Awareness in the West Midlands.
We didn’t really know what we were in for and most
of us thought it would be another typical PSHEE day
where we covered basic facts and figures. However, it
was far from simple facts and figures. Straight away, in
the first period, we were emotionally engaged by the
experiences of the two speakers, Rob Pedley and Alison
Cope. The assembly began with Rob Pedley promising to
change our mindsets. He didn’t say how or in what way,
but he surely did.
Rob Pedley is a West Midlands officer who specialised
in firearms, having seen some horrific crimes, he
wanted to educate us on the choices we make and the
consequences that they can have. This doesn’t have to
be specifically about crime because the experience that
most affected him wasn’t through his job, but rather a
holiday accident. He found himself from an outgoing
adventurous man to fighting for his life after a 6 day
coma from falling 70m on the Swiss Alps. Mr Pedley
had suffered numerous injuries, nonetheless, he didn’t
resent the situation and instead thinks that his life now
is much better than it was before as he was taught to
have a greater appreciation of it.

He then moved on to talking about more gun and knife
crime, touching on familiar cases such as the death of
Kyle Sheehan and Joshua “Depzman” Ribera. We were
fortunate enough to be able to discover the story of
Joshua Ribera from beyond the headlines. His mother,
Alison Cope gave us a heartfelt story about her beloved
son, in which there was not a dry eye in the room.
Alison wanted to get across that Joshua’s murderer
made a choice. Choices we make can impact people’s
lives forever. Choices we make can prevent gun and
knife crime.
After, leaving such a moving presentation we then made
some campaign resources to raise awareness about gun
and knife crime. Overall, this day was very eye-opening
and thought-provoking and something I’m sure we’ll all
remember throughout our lives.
We do have a choice and we can make the right ones.
Caila and Simran

Sociology and
Psychology Update
Mr Wells with news
Over the last two terms students in Year 12 and Year
13 have attended master class sessions at Birmingham
City University. The sessions involved a lecturer at the
university leading a session that is linked to their A level
courses. The first session was on researching families
and education, this focused on analysing a range of
different sociological perspectives. Many students
from Lordswood Sixth Form Centre made significant
contributions to the session and learnt a lot from the
lecturer’s explanation of key theories and approaches.
The second session was focused on the portrayal of
sex and gender in the media. Students were involved
in active sessions that involved an analysis of gender
in advertising and the portrayal of women in modern
music videos. The lecturer helped develop the students’
interest in the role of the media in shaping our thoughts
about gender and allowed students to think critically
about the way advertising works.

Year 9 Witch’s Spell

Mrs Peniket’s Year 9 students were
inspired by Macbeth to write their own
witch’s spell
Listen here, and listen well,
As all these bubbles start to swell.
In this potion you must bake
Shredded skin from a slimy snake.
The cursed blood of Duncan’s wrath;
The haunted footprints of Macbeth’s path.
A murdered angel’s mangled wings,

The bejewelled cranium of the next king.
Double, double toil and trouble,
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble.
From a nightmare, children’s tears,
Add to the pot a handful of fears.
A dash of fresh manure will do the trick,
With a tiny speck of baby’ sick.
The fingers from an old cripple,
The whispers of a mermaid’s ocean ripple.
Collect the black ashes from a fire,
Throw in as many as you desire.
A snake’s tooth dissolved in venom,
The worn out vocal chords of John Lennon.
Double, double toil and trouble,
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble.
Add the entrails to our brew;
Come hurry, our wicked crew.
Find the beating heart of a pig
And drag to us an old woman’s wig.
A poisoned pear, a rotten apple,
A bride who died alone in a chapel.
The mapping upon my hand
Represents who I really am…….
Don’t forget a pinch of hemlock,
Matured in a witch’s manky sock.
When the harpy cries, ‘tis time’,
You shall complete our magical rhyme.
However, all you do not see,
For there is one more evil than we.
Double, double toil and trouble,
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble.

Busy Health And
Social Care

Mrs Muggleton with what’s been going on
in her department
The health and social care students and staff have
continued to work hard to meet the demands of the
various courses offered at key stage 4 and 5. There has
been a lot of focus on role play this term where students
have taken on the role of different key health and
social care professionals. This has helped them apply
their knowledge and understand important concepts
and demonstrate the skills expected of them when
working in health and social care. More importantly, it
has enabled students to meet exam board assessment
criteria and to prepare for external exams.
Year 10 health and social care students have been
using their communication skills in both group and
1:1 interactions. They have taken the role of a
health or social care professional chairing a team
meeting to plan future activities for the service users
and also role played a conversation with a service
user. Active listening, choice of language, appropriate
facial expressions and body language have all been
demonstrated effectively.

Creative and therapeutic activities have been the focus
of the year 11 students’ role play., They have organised
a variety of exciting activities that benefit service users;
photography, hand massage and craft activities are just
some of the activities carried out.
Sixth form students held a multidisciplinary team
meeting to produce a care plan for a fictitious patient
- Mrs Cranwell. They found it difficult to agree on
the correct course of action but were mature in their
approach. They realised that when planning care it
is vital to take a client centred, holistic approach and
ensure that it meets the needs of the client and their
family.
The health and social care students are now preparing
themselves for the May exam series.

Digital Leaders

Cailer Ryner of Year 11 reflects on a
successful Internet Safety Week
Back in February, as part of Internet Safety Week the
Digital Leaders team had a very busy week delivering
assemblies to all students in the school along the
theme ‘Be the change: Unite for a better Internet’ with
a particular focus on of ‘The Power of an Image’. The
purpose of the presentations were to inform our peers
about the many positive outcomes of sharing images
online, but also highlighting some of the dangers
associated with sharing images too.
We discussed how images can be important to
share messages and raise awareness of charities and
other causes such as wearing pink for Breast Cancer
Awareness. In addition, we also discussed how images
might be passed along and shared with people you
don’t know, thus it is always important to think before
you post! In addition, we talked about geo-tagging,
which many of our peers did not know about from the
feedback they gave us, and why you should not reveal
your locations online. After the assembly, we sent out
follow up activities to be discussed during the morning
registration review time.
Overall, the response to the assembly was very positive,
with feedback from staff and students alike. We are
proud to have educated our peers about the risks
online.
Here are some of the key messages from the week:• Before posting, make sure you are not disclosing
any personal information, like your school uniform,
location and age
• Remember to turn off Geo-location settings to avoid
tagging your location. This can help prevent you
from advertising your home address online, and
running the risk of unwelcome visitors when you’re
not there.
• Make sure to set your account to private and only
share to people you know in real life

•
•

Make sure that any image you post is appropriate
and promotes a positive digital footprint
Make sure you know what you are signing up to
because when you set up a social media account like
Instagram, they can keep and share your data. They
can even sell your data to others without having to
tell you.

of £400, which again is to be shared equally between
the candidate and his or her school or college. Winners
will be announced in September, and will be invited
to visit Cambridge to meet some of the politics and
international relations teaching staff.
Website:
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/r-a-butler-politics-prize
For more information on the support available to
entrants from the Humanities Department please see
Miss Christian in FA2 (next to F5 and F6).

Renaissance
Accelerated Reading
Year 12 Essay
Competition
RA Butler Prize 2017

Sponsored by the Department of Politics & International
Studies, Trinity College, Cambridge
Answer one of the following. You are encouraged to use
a diverse selection of contemporary, historical or literary
examples in making your arguments, and not to restrict
yourself to material taken from school courses. Essays
should be in the range of 2,000 to 4,000 words.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Why is it so difficult to combat climate change?
Is there a solution to the migrant crisis?
Why have there been so few wars between
countries in the last decade?
What is the best way to tackle inequality?
Is economic globalisation incompatible with national
democracy?
What does the principle of parliamentary
sovereignty mean for the United Kingdom today?
Are the election of Donald Trump and the vote for
Brexit the products of common causes?
How does the concept of intersectionality affect our
understanding of gender inequality?
Can modern technology solve political problems?
How can democracy be more than the rule of the
ignorant?

Eligibility:
The Prize is for students in Year 12 (or Lower 6th).
Students based abroad are most welcome to participate.
They should, however, be in their penultimate year of
school.
Prize:
The competition carries a First Prize of £600, to be split
equally between the candidate and his or her school or
college (the school or college’s portion of the prize to be
issued in the form of book tokens), and a Second Prize

Mrs Ashford with her update

All Key Stage 3 students are involved in the Accelerated
Reading Scheme.
Students pick books within the reading levels they are
given by their teacher after they have completed a STAR
test, and once they read their book, they complete
a quiz on the website which helps to ensure they
understand what they have just read. Students need to
attempt the quiz no more than 48 hours after reading
the book.
As part of the scheme students are given certificates
along with prizes for ‘milestones’ such as completing 10
quizzes and achieving their targets. In the school library
we have a Reading Wall of Fame and a Word Millionaire
board to celebrate students’ success.
Since the start of September 2016, Year 7, 8 & 9 pupils
have read over 155,442,065 words and 3,060 books!
As the Spring term ends all students should be
congratulated on their efforts but a special mention
should go to those students who have read over three
million words each!
Gia Dhami 7L			
Yara Hussein 7R		
Darcie-Lea Lynskey 8W

6,515,387 words read
3,682,726 words read
3,782,919 words read

Also well done to Mareem Sami Faris 8S who has passed
six quizzes this term at 100%, an excellent achievement.
Congratulations to the following Key Stage 3 review
groups who are currently top of the AR leader board.
7R
8W
7W

O.Evans			
J.Ratajska		
H.Lynock		

5,839,960 words
5,014,889 words
4,801,633 words

A Photography Day
Out In London

her experience. From this I not only increased my
understanding of the holocaust, but learnt what it was
like for a Jewish person/family on the run during that
time. This made me more inquisitive and I wanted to
know what a camp was like.

On Wednesday the 15th February, year twelve and
thirteen Art & Photography students visited the National
Portrait Gallery and Tate Modern in London. The trip
was to support their work within both subjects, and so
students photographed art work and made notes within
the galleries and also photographed the sites of London.
Despite being a very rainy day, the students and staff
enjoyed the day out and overall this was a successful
trip!

On the trip to Poland we visited Auschwitz 1 first, which
consists of over 20 block buildings, where the prisoners
lived and worked. These blocks are now dedicated
museums each showing a different side of life in the
camp. One of these blocks includes rooms full of hair,
shoes, pots and pans, glasses and brushes, showing just
a small proportion of the belongings of the 6 million
victims. One of the more harrowing blocks contains
a book of names, detailing as many of the victims as
possible, putting into context the huge number of
people who perished.

Miss Tooley on another successful trip

We then visited Auschwitz-Birkenau which is at least
twice the size of Auschwitz 1, and includes the remains
of 5 gas chambers and the iconic ‘train line’ image of the
entrance to the camp. The many wooden living blocks
here were cold and dark, even to me with all the clothes
I was wearing, although my feelings could in no way
compare to the inmates here who would have existed
in only thin striped pyjamas during the harshest winter
months. The walk around this camp in the evening,
when it was going dark I found very emotional. Even
more so when the rabbi who accompanied us, gave a
very inspirational talk about his link to the Holocaust
through his grandfather.
Students take a breath during a busy day trip

Lessons From
Auschwitz; My
Journey

Emily Parker from the sixth from centre
reflects on her experience of the Nazi
death camp
This year I was given the opportunity to participate
in The Holocaust Educational Trust Lessons From
Auschwitz Project. This is an area that has interested
me for many years and it allowed me to follow up
on a holocaust project I did for history. I’d heard so
many stories, read all the statistics and researched
the Holocaust to the best of my ability, but there was
one thing missing, the human aspect. It is very hard,
especially as a teenager, to imagine what 6 million
people went through both individually and as groups
during this time.
At the seminar prior to the trip, I was affected most by
the survivor testimony of Janine Webber. She was a
Jewish child during the war who was on the run from
SS soldiers who killed some of her family members.
Her talk made me feel as if I was with her throughout

The horrifyingly familiar tracks at Auschwitz
Reflecting on this visit to Poland for me is extremely
hard and I was both nervous and excited beforehand.
I’ve taken away a lot from this whole experience, I
liked my visit in terms of the experience, however not
in terms of what I saw. The Auschwitz camps are eerie
places to visit and whilst I will never know what it felt
like to be part of the Holocaust, I can try to pass on what
I’ve learnt from this experience.
While we were at the Birkenau gas chambers, we
were read a passage written by Zalmen Gradowski, an
inmate; it stated how he and his fellow workers buried
documents for the liberators to find. This sums up how
important it was and is that this period of history should
never be forgotten and was a statement to me that we
should be grateful for what we have today. It is our duty
to pass it on to future generations.

Cross Curricular
Creative Writing!

The English and Science Departments with
Year 10 poems inspired by the heart
The Journey of My Jewel
To you I present the jewel of my life,
Its perfect structure - the reason I live,
Behind its astounding beauty - a complex
understanding,
I am but a feeble body,
And this ruby my driving force,
It is the most unique creation,
The most bewildering stone,
To underestimate its potential,
A folly in itself.
Here it lies on my left side,
Carrying out its countless duties; pumping away
effortlessly,
But its journey is almost over,
A I drift away on this somber night.
So I invite you to take one final look,
At the numerous talents of my prized jewel.
So you might question, what role does this jewel play in
my body?
Well, the time has come to reveal this truth.
A challenge to you - can you predict its true form?
It’s nestled within me,
Concealed from all prying eyes,
A muscular organ - its other name.
It works day and night,
Pumping blood left and right,
This sleepless jewel,
And its intelligent devices.
Perceive my jewel in two halves,
Separated by the septum,
When you see it, the right will be the left,
And the left the right.
My jewel has a duty to pump blood around my body,
Aided by the vena cava and the pulmonary vein.
Blood is pumped into its upper chamber simultaneously,
Such is the preciseness of my jewel,
Pulmonary vein on the right side bringing forth
oxygenated blood from the lungs,
Allowing it to flow into my left atrium.
Concurrently, blood flows from the vena cava into my
right atrium.
Blood from vena cava comes deoxygenated,
Carried from my whole body.
Such strength is truly admirable,
And so is the story that continues.
The atria contract,
The valves open,

The blood flows into the ventricles.
Such graceful movement,
Similar to that of flowing water from a tap.
And then the valves close,
Preventing blood from flowing backwards.
The final part of the journey commences,
For the blood trapped in the chambers.
Blood from the right atrium escapes through the
pulmonary artery,
Its destination is my lungs.
From the left atrium blood bids adieu through the aorta,
It’s mission to supply blood to my body.
This day to day effort never tired this precious jewel,
Hard work never fatigued it!
Yet the moment has come closer,
When it will beat one last time…
The Workings of the Heart - Mariam Naseem
Without me your existence would cease,
Your body would fail to operate,
No longer would you await the release,
Of oxygenated blood to prolong your fate.
Like a pump, I relentlessly beat,
Blood, the essential source,
Transporting glucose and oxygen is a feat,
Waste products exit with remorse.
The circulatory system I hold a share,
Along with arteries, capillaries and veins,
Though it is no easy fare,
Heart failure will only cause pain.
Arteries carry blood far from me,
Oxygenated it leaves its station,
The Vein’s journey is based on receiving its fee,
Thus it comes to me for an oxygen foundation.
Capillaries branch off the artery bases,
Allowing food and oxygen to diffuse to cells,
Relieved are the cell faces,
When waste products no longer dwell,
4 chambers divide my tissue of muscle and nerve.
The atria and ventricles they are,
My muscles contract as they aim to serve,
For in this show I am the star.
Atria make up the upper chambers, see,
Receiving blood from the body through the vein,
Only when I contract does it flee,
Blood does the ventricles gain.
Ventricles are my lower chamber clearly,
Lined with muscular walls,
After receiving blood from the Atria dearly,
To the arteries blood falls,
From the lungs does the pulmonary vein get blood,
The Vena Cava- its bounty from the rest of the figure,
The pacemaker provides my characteristic thud,

The valve stops the return of blood by trigger.
Myself, I must have my own supply,
Of blood in abundant weight,
For my walls are impenetrable I can’t deny,
Oxygen and nutrients cannot pass straight.
This remarkable feature that I possess,
In no other than the Coronary Artery note,
Blockage results in heart rendering mess,
Cardiac arrest will be cutthroat.
Without me you would not live,
Your life would fall apart
Thank you do not give,
To the organ that is your heart.

School Games Indoor
Rowing Finals
Mrs Uffindall proudly describes our girls’
efforts

On Thursday 9th February 2017, the Year 9 rowing team
took part in the School Games Indoor Rowing Finals
at the Play Football Arena in Birmingham. The team
had qualified for the event after winning the South
Birmingham qualifier in November 2016.

Our star rowers wearing their medals and looking
very proud
The first heats involved a 2 minute singles rowing race
against 32 other competitors from schools across the
city. Taskia Forbes came first in her heat and Steffi So
came seventh. In the second heat, Luka Emanuel came
second and Nicole Chikandwa came seventh. Taskia
then went on to secure the silver medal position in the
4 minute rowing final, with Luka finishing a respectable
sixth place.
The girls then competed in the final of the 2000m relay.
It was a closely fought competition and there was just
50 metres between Lordswood and King Edwards in the
closing stages. However, the team were not quite able
to make up this distance despite their best efforts and

King Edwards eventually crossed the finish line first to
take the gold medal.
I am extremely proud of the girls’ amazing
performances, as this was the first School Games that
Lordswood have ever qualified for. Congratulations on
your silver medals, wear them with pride!

Year 7 PSHEE Day

Hayley Chikerema and Beatrice Pain
describe the day
On the PSHE day there were different types of sessions
but personally our favourite was the drama workshop
on mindfulness resilience. We got to work with our
friends and people we’ve never worked with before.
We were put into groups and given a situation and we
had to act out the situation and talk about what makes
us resilient. In the mindfulness session, we meditated
to relaxing music. Another workshop we did was on
friendship and we talked about what makes a good
friend and a bad friend and unhealthy relationships.
I really found it fun because I was doing this with my
best friends. We also did a workshop on First Aid and
watched videos of incidents that have happened, and
learnt ways to help the injured person.
When we had PSHEE day, we enjoyed an array of fun
and different lessons that provided us with many
enjoyable activities to do throughout the day. One (out
of the many) of my favourite sessions that I participated
in was the friendship lesson; we learnt about resilience
and some calming and relaxation activities. Because the
Year 10s helped out in the session (in fact they led it) it
really made the lesson more accessible and fun. Also,
we took part in a friendship session that gave us advice
on who to be friends with and advertising the sort of
healthy relationship between friends. This gave me an
idea of how to know if my relationships are healthy or
not. First Aid was the first lesson I did and it taught me
how to create the recovery position and how to deal
with calling the emergency services when you are on
your own.

Year 8 Languages Day
A report from the MFL Department

On Thursday 16th February 2017, Year 8 students
attended a Languages event at Hillcrest School,
Birmingham. Abigail Parker 8L, Jagjot Sihra 8W, DarcieLea Linskey 8W, Elliott Duffell 8W, Lucy Fan Bruno
8G, Jaskirat Kaur 8W, Alisha Symons 8W, Ella Thrush
8L, Tanisha Sangha 8R, Ameena Ahsan 8G, Manpreet
Sahota 8S, Iqra Rashid 8W, Saira Khan 8W were
identified by the MFL department for their linguistic
ability and industrious work ethic.
The girls joined students from a number of different
schools in the area to watch Au Café in the morning, a
French play performed by the reputable Onatti Theatre

Company, and attend two language workshops in the
afternoon. The play was performed entirely in French
and was enjoyed by all! In the afternoon, students
attended two language workshops in which they were
given a taster of different languages and cultures across
the world. Sessions were fun and interactive and ranged
from Italian and German to Latin and Russian.

Thanks To Lloyds
Bank

This was a wonderful opportunity for students to
experience French outside the classroom and to
enhance their listening skills whilst having fun.
The MFL department would like to thank the
aforementioned students for their hard work and
positive approach to languages. Merci beaucoup!

During February half term, Lloyds Bank staff kindly gave
up their time to help paint a classroom and corridors in
school.

Mrs McInerney reports on a fresh lick of
paint for the school

We would like to thank Matt Malone, Elizabeth
Whitehouse and their team for freshening up our school
and making a huge improvement!

Drum And Bounce

Leonie Carnegie of Year 11 talks about a
recent fitness class
Our experience of drum and bounce has been the best.
It enabled us to get active and have lots of fun. Our
dance instructor, Lucy, was lively, energetic and, most
importantly, she made our sessions enjoyable. I am
grateful for this opportunity and most definitely would
recommend drum and bounce to family and friends.
The staff involved in drum and bounce were very
welcoming, friendly and understanding. I would like to
say thank you on behalf of everyone who attended the
club.

One of the Lloyds Bank team gives the door frame a new
coat of paint

Children’s Rights

Examining the rights of children who work
in sweatshops
Year 9 Geography students have recently completed
a module of work called ‘Money makes the world go
round’. This involved looking at what Globalisation
is and how it affects people around the world both
positively and negatively.

Our Drum and Bounce students in their hoodies

Bikeability Is Back!

LGS students learn the rules of the road on
two wheels
This half term Year 7 students took part in Bikeability
a cycling proficiency course run by Birmingham City
Council. Bikeability helps students to gain skills and
confidence to ride their bikes on today’s roads.
Bikeability will continue next term just in time for our
new bike shelter which will be on site after the holiday!
We are thrilled to have this new facility which will
securely hold up to 30 bikes!

The girls looked at China as a case study (those
all-important geography case studies!) and what
‘sweatshops’ are. We looked particularly at the
conditions for the workers in these sweatshop factories,
and how these linked to their everyday lives. Year 9
pupils were quite shocked at what they learnt from the
documentaries we watched – with some even vowing to
go out and immediately boycott some big companies!
We had lots of discussions about rights and laws, such
as child labour. All Year 9 pupils were very mature
when dealing with such issues. Year 9 then completed
their assessment for this term and there were lots of
excellent grades!
Well done Year 9 for being so mature and empathetic!

Drama Delights

Miss Briggs and Mrs Swallow report on a
jam packed term
The drama department have had a hectic term full
of trips, rehearsals of Year 11 work, performances of
BTEC final assessments and auditions for this year’s
production of ‘Annie.’
Performances
BTEC Performing Arts students have been working really
hard towards their units, creating three performances in
two months!
Caitlin Ellison explores the Brechtian inspired acting
piece of scenes from ‘Our Country’s Good.’
“As a drama group we produced our political, Brecht
inspired piece of ‘Our country’s good’. This performance
was created to put forward the message that all the
people in the story, officers, marines and convicts were
all suffering together. After long rehearsals, panic in
lessons, rushing through props, set and costume... we
made it and it ended up being one of the pieces I am
most proud of. We united as a group and learnt many
lessons which we will take with us to university as we
grow stronger as students and actors.”

develop. I look forward to our next devised piece aimed
at an older audience.”
Twelfth Night
Students in Year 8 and 9 drama club have been
exploring a modern version of Shakespeare’s Twelfth
Night. Year 10 GCSE drama students have been directing
the rehearsals in order to develop their own theoretical
knowledge of drama and performance.
Gursharon Chohan in year 8 reports,
“I have enjoyed playing the character Fabian and I love
the play. It is fun doing this because you get to be in
scenes with other people and it is exciting to perform to
an audience.”
One of the directors Eve Evans in year 10 has had a great
experience this term,
“For the past few months, we have been directing the
Year 8 and 9 drama clubs’ own version of Twelfth Night.
Both Rosie and I have been helping Miss Briggs direct,
and have been given the responsibility of running some
of the rehearsals. We study GCSE Drama so we can give
the advice and knowledge we have learnt in lesson to
them. We have both really enjoyed being part of the
process and it’s great to know that we have helped
the students grow in confidence and encouraged them
to make friends with students in other year groups. It
has also had a big impact on our own work in our own
lessons as we now have a better understanding on what
makes a good piece and understand all the roles and
difficulties that go into creating a performance.”
Trips
Patience Kanjira reviews the production of ‘The Taming
of the Shrew.’

BTEC students perform to an audience of Year 7s
Leo Van Zeller explains how the BTEC storytelling piece
developed:
“Performing in drama is amazing as it means I can
get involved in lots of performances that showcase
my talents and versatility as an actor. I really enjoyed
being a part of our BTEC performing arts storytelling
performance to the Year 7’s where we created ‘Jack
and the Beanstalk’ but with a modern day twist. This
involved me rapping in front of the students (a rap that
I had created to help tell the story.) It was an excellent
piece that the Year 7 drama group received well, along
with some of the teachers who came to watch. The
piece was really comical and I got lots of laughs for
my ‘gangster’ representation. We also experimented
with physical theatre to demonstrate the growth of the
beanstalk, which was an interesting skill to begin to

Students outside the Globe Theatre
“On Friday 3rd March 2017 we were lucky enough to
visit the Globe Theatre to see a production of one of
Shakespeare’s plays. I felt that the staging allowed for
the personal involvement of the audience. The play
was set in 1920s Valencia and had a ‘mob’ feeling too.
The engagement of the actors with the audience was
superb; their ability to directly address each tier of the
auditorium was very impressive, as was their vocal
ability to be louder than the noisy children who had also
come to see the play. I thoroughly enjoyed the play! It
reiterated why my love for Shakespeare is so great and

how his ability to communicate universal themes of life
is still very apparent today.”
Students in Year 10 went to see Birmingham School of
Acting’s interpretation of Federico Lorca’s 1933 ‘Blood
Wedding’. The play is a tragedy that reveals the conflict
between individual characters’ wishes and the social
expectations and laws of the time. This was the first
introduction to a play from the Surrealism movement
that Year 10 had experienced. By widening our
awareness of different styles of theatre, we can broaden
our understanding and apply it to our own practice. I
think it’s safe to say that it raised a lot of questions and
debate amongst us.
“Surrealism is destructive, but it destroys only what it
considers to be shackles limiting our vision.”
Salvador Dalí
Lessons
Year 11 GCSE Drama students are in the midst of their
rehearsals for their final practical examination which
will take place on Tuesday 9th May at 4.00pm in front
of the Edexcel examiner. Each group has taken a unique
direction for their acting piece, all around the board
set theme of ‘Looking Back/Looking Forward.’ There is
a mixture of devising and scripted work from the plays,
‘Find Me’, ‘100’ and ‘4.48 Psychosis ‘ as well as a devised
piece about human trafficking and forced labour. The
pieces promise to be hard hitting and thought provoking
and the students are working hard to incorporate all the
techniques and skills they have learnt over the course to
make them as successful as possible.
Each group explores the rehearsal process:
‘4.48 Psychosis ‘
At first it was difficult to start our piece because it
is a dark and complex idea. We each play the same
character, but a different part of her illness, which is not
revealed until the end. The process isn’t easy but it will
definitely be worth it in the end.
‘The Void’
With the help of Mrs Swallow and Miss Phillips we have
been able to construct a drama performance based
on the play ‘100’. We really enjoyed working together,
sharing our ideas and exploring dramatic techniques as
well as our creativity. Drama is a subject in which you
are able to express yourself in many different ways and
build your confidence.
Hidden’
Drama is often overlooked by more academic subjects
as it is deemed as ‘easy’ when in reality it not only builds
confidence but encourages team work, resilience, good
communication and creative writing skills. This term we
have been developing our GCSE drama piece and have
tremendously enjoyed writing our own narratives for
the characters. Drama is by far our favourite subject.

‘Find Me’
During this term we have been working extremely hard
to devise our final piece in drama to fit the theme,
‘Looking back/looking forward.’ We have all enjoyed
creating and developing our characters to suit our own
style. Hopefully the examination in May well go well!
We wish all of our class the very best of luck!
Arts Award
Students in year 8 and 9 are working hard in Art, Drama,
Dance and Music to complete the Trinity College
Arts Award. This will result in students receiving the
Bronze qualification. Students have worked hard to
develop a skill in one of the arts areas and will teach
this to other students next term. In Music students
are working on their ensemble skills, whilst in drama
they have created a performance that modernises
fairy-tales, and will develop their skills in the style of
Commedia dell’arte after the holidays. Students have
also had the opportunity to attend a performance at
the Hippodrome. On Thursday 6th April all the students
will present their work to parents and friends in a
celebration showcase ready for their final assessments.
‘Annie’
The whole school musical auditions this term proved
very popular with over 110 students from years 7-12
auditioning. It was a tough decision for the production
team to come up with only one cast as there were so
many talented singers and actors trying out their skills.
Rehearsals are underway and are as follows:
Monday lunchtime		
Singing with Mrs Morrall
				(bring a packed lunch)
Monday 3.00-4.00		
Dance/Choreography with
				
Miss Walters
Thursday 3.00-4.30		
Acting with Miss Briggs
Friday 3.00-4.00		
Acting with Miss Briggs
				
(after May half term)
Updated rehearsal schedules will be posted outside
both the drama and music rooms and students should
make sure they check these regularly.
We look forward to welcoming many of you to the
performances of the show on Thursday 13th and Friday
14th June at 7.00pm. Tickets will be on sale in May
priced at £5 for adults and £4 for concessions.

Year 10 Poetry

Great Big Dance Off!

In Mrs Peniket’s English class we looked at the Sylvia
Plath poem, Mirror, and wrote some of our own poetry
using personification and metaphorical language.

Since September, 11 of us have been rehearsing every
Tuesday for The Great Big Dance Off competition
and we got through to the regional finals. We held a
fundraising event to help pay for costumes, makeup and
hair accessories.

Examples of poetry created in Mrs
Peniket’s English lessons

Shoes By Sunah Akhtar
I am a traveller
I see things from another perspective.
I injure myself, just to save her.
I come in a variety of colour to please her.
Sometimes I am left in a corner by myself.
When I am wanted, I carry her weight.

Navdeep Shoker of 9W describes our girls’
recent entrance into the competition

On 6th March, we had our competition and were all
very excited and ready for our performance. We danced
to the very best of our abilities and are grateful for the
opportunity we had.

Lipstick By Assiatou Jammeh
I sit there, suffocating myself in a bag
Full of my friends, waiting for the bag to open,
So I can finally breathe.
I am fifty shades of different colours,
But when applied, I feel relieved but dirty.
Candle By Zainab Saeed
To some people I am a symbol of hope;
To others I am simply decoration.
I burn, yet I am very calm.
Sometimes, hope runs out too…
I am fragile,
But if you come too close, I can burn you.

International
Women’s Day

News of how LGS marked the day
On Wednesday 8th March, we celebrated International
Women’s Day. Every year group attended an assembly
raising awareness of the issue of girls’ education around
the world.
The assembly focused on the campaign and movement
“Girl Rising” inspired by the film of the same name.
After hearing some shocking facts, students were
encouraged to join the school campaign by donating to
the fundraising campaign to host a screening of the film
for all students and the local community.
To find out more or to donate please visit our crowd
funding page: http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
birmingham-girls-rising
In addition to this, students spent time in their review
groups exploring the challenges and barriers to girls’
education, and were inspired to make their own purple
ribbons to show their support for the theme of IWD this
year “Be Bold For Change”.

Our fabulous dance troop at the regional finals

Inter-Form Dodgeball
Abigail Parker of Year 8 with word of the
inter-form competition

This term the Year 8s and the Year 9s have been playing
dodgeball as an inter-form activity. Each game lasts six
minutes long and the aim of the game is to try and get
everyone on the opposite team out by hitting them with
the ball.
The Year 9 dodgeball teams have been in the most
attendance and so far it looks like the form 9L is most
likely to win. The Year 8 teams are still going strong and
at the moment the form most likely to win is probably
8R.
Inter-form is a really enjoyable and encouraging way to
get people to participate in PE and other active activity;
helping develop the skills of teamwork, agility, throwing
and catching.
Next term, inter-form will be running an obstacle course
(and possibly other activities) in preparation for Sports
Day.

Year 7 Enjoy Art And
Music In Birmingham
A report on the recent Year 7 trip

have been putting their creativity to the test by making
their own apron with pocket detail on the sewing
machines and decorating it in their own style using hand
embroidery skills. Students have had a great time and it
has been rewarding to see the students learn and grow
over the past few months.

All students in year seven were taken to Birmingham
to visit the Museum & Art gallery. They were each set a
task to analyse art work from the different exhibitions.
Students also copied their favourite pieces of art and
decorative patterns that they could see around the
gallery. After the visit to the museum, students visited
the Symphony Hall where they attended ‘Music Across
the Western World’ performed by the CBSO.
The girls thoroughly enjoyed the different performances
by the orchestra and behaved exceptionally well.

Design And
Technology Successes
For Year 7
Mrs Faulkner and Miss Clarke describe a
busy term in their department

Lots of year 7 students have been learning new skills
and developing existing ones whilst thoroughly enjoying
all of what design and technology has to offer. Budding
chefs and nutritionists have been cooking a wide range
of healthy but delicious food ranging from couscous
salad and lemon and herb goujons to breakfast muffins
and apple and sultana crumble. Continuing with the
cooking theme in design and production, students

The beautifully made and decorated Year 7 aprons

Diary Dates
Fri 7th
INSET school closed
April		
to students
			
			
School breaks up for
			Easter holidays

Weds 5th
July

W/C 10th
July			

School production week

Mon 24th April			

Thurs 13th Fri 14th July

‘Annie’ 7pm

Mon 1st
May day bank holiday
May			school closed

Mon 17th
July

Sports Day

Thurs 11th May			

Year 7 Parents’ Evening
4 - 6pm

Thurs 20th July

Mon 29th MayFri 2nd June

Half term holiday
school closed

Fri 21st
School breaks up for
July			summer holiday

Summer term begins

Tues 6th
Year 9 begin KS4
June			timetable

-

-

New intake day

Celebration Evening

