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Lordswood News
A Letter from the
Headteacher
Dear Parents,
As the spring term draws to a close I would like
to take this opportunity to celebrate a number of
notable successes.
I hope that many of you were able to enjoy this
year’s joint school production of The Wiz.
Audiences were treated over the three days to
a stunning production with some outstanding
performances – well done to the cast and band
members and staff. We look forward to next
year’s production!
The Basketball team continue to enjoy
considerable success, winning the county
championships and making the regional stages
of the National Schools Competition. They have
had to play some very tough opposition from all
over the country which makes their success even
more impressive – well done to all players and Mr
Guppy!
Comic Relief day on 18th March raised an
impressive £1240. Well done to the School
Council and Miss Lomas who organised the day
and thank you to all students for their generosity.
The final day of this term focuses on green
issues with students working to produce a
fashion show with items made out of recycled
materials – I am sure we will find a few Stella
McCartneys amongst the student population!
I am also pleased to inform you that the school
gained academy status on 1st April. Whilst
effectively nothing has changed in the way the
school functions, greater control over our own

finances will put the school in a stronger position
to plan for the future.
During the Easter holidays, two of our
enterprising and energetic staff are
undertaking two different fundraising
challenges. Miss Dignon is cycling from John
O’Groat’s to Lands End in aid of Kidney Research
UK and Mr Howes is completing a 130km walk,
the Comino de Santiago in support of Action Aid.
If you would like to support Miss Dignon and Mr
Howes in their fundraising please go to
www.justgiving.com/Claire-Dignon
www.actionaid.org.uk/deanhowes
The summer term begins on Tuesday 26th April.
The school is closed on 29th April for the royal
wedding and reopens after the May bank holiday
on Tuesday 3rd May. During the first two weeks
of the term (26th April – 6th May) we will be
organising intensive revision days for students in
years 10 -13. It is vital that students do not miss
these days and I would like to take this
opportunity to remind parents of the need for
regular attendance. Holidays during term time
are not allowed and I am concerned by the
increasing number of requests I seem to be
receiving for students to be allowed off school to
visit sick relatives. This is still classed as a holiday
request and, as with holidays during term time, is
unauthorised. The majority of our students have
excellent attendance but I would remind
parents who are considering taking their
daughter/son out of school during the term
that this will affect their academic performance.
Please note also that external examinations take
place during May and June; these examination
dates are set nationally by examination boards
and cannot be moved. If a student misses the
examination therefore, s/he will fail that
particular subject. I would request your support
in this matter.

I would like to wish you an enjoyable Easter,
hopefully with some beautiful springtime
weather!
Best wishes

in the cast would like to thank all of the technical
crew from both schools for their help in making this
possible. We could also not have been able to put
on the show without the unwavering support and
guidance we received from all the teachers involved
so our thanks go to Mrs Swallow, Miss Hobbs, Miss
Dingle, Mr Slack, Ms Holmes, Mrs Miller, Mrs Ryan
and Mr Adams. I personally need to thank all of the
other cast members for making this such a
fantastic way for me to end my time at Lordswood
Girls’ School. I know that next year’s performance
will be just as good and I will definitely be in the
audience cheering you all on!!

Mrs Jane Götschel
Headteacher

The Wiz! The Latest
School Production
Mrs Swallow looks back on yet
another successful joint production
I would like to thank all of the students involved
in this year’s school production. It was another
successful venture for both us and Lordswood
Boys’. We look forward to the next production
which will be held at Lordswood Girls’ in the
spring term 2012.
Below is a report on the production by Eleanor
Howes who played the role of Dorothy.
The Wiz was the first production that I have been
in where I had a major role and I knew that it was
the same for many of the other cast members. The
rehearsals were hard work but they were also a lot
of fun because everyone had chosen to be there
and wanted to take part so were willing to put the
hours in. However it was also enjoyable because we
all quickly became close regardless of what year we
were in or school we went to.
I think for everyone the most nerve-racking thing
about the production was the thought of singing in
public because, although some of us had done this
before, others had not, including myself, so this was
something we all had to become comfortable
doing with support from the teachers and other
cast members.
One of the biggest adjustments we had to make
was performing in a new space as this was the
first year that we had put on the joint production
at Lordswood Boys’ School, I know that everyone

Students from Lordswood Boys’ and Girls’ Schools
enjoying rehearsals for this year’s joint production

E-portal and
Website Updates
School website, parent bulletin and
e-portal news from our Director of
Personalised and e-Learning,
Mrs Finucane
A number of parents have enquired about access
to e-portal in order to view student reports. It
was our intention to issue log in details to all
parents this year, however, due to various
reasons, we are in the process of changing our
provider and anticipate a new roll-out
programme for parents in September 2011.
Are you aware of the parent bulletin that is
published weekly on our website? The bulletin
contains lots of important information about
current events and deadlines for parents and is
well worth taking a look. To find the parent
bulletin, just click on the ‘Parents’ link on the
school website home page and click on ‘parent
bulletin’. We would also be interested to hear
your thoughts on the parent bulletin. Please let

us have any feedback by emailing Lee
Gordon, our Web Services Manager:
l.gordon@lordswoodgirls.co.uk.
We are currently re-developing the website in
order to make it more helpful and user friendly
for all. If you have any suggestions for
improvements please email Lee Gordon.

appreciate that there are many incredibly worthy
charitable causes calling on your generosity, but
if you would like to support me in reaching my
sponsorship target of £5000 you can donate at
www.justgiving.com/Claire-Dignon or I have a
sponsorship form available in school.
Thanks to staff and students who have
supported me so far. A special thank you to the
Humanities staff for putting up with all my
cycling gear in our very small office!

Miss Dignon’s Pedal
Power for Charity
Chef of the Week!
Miss Dignon explains her plans for
the Easter break......

Miss Tosh reveals Lordswood’s
budding culinary masters

This Easter I won’t be seeking an early summer in
foreign lands …or even catching up on
marking. I will be taking myself and my bike up
to John O’Groat’s in the furthest reaches of
mainland Scotland to begin my challenging
journey to Land’s End in Cornwall … by bike. The
total mileage – assuming I read my map correctly
and the wind doesn’t blow me backwards too
often (thanks to the Geography Department for
advice on the wind direction!) – will be about
1000 miles.

The following year 7 students have been
awarded Chef of the Week status and have
therefore shown outstanding levels of
enthusiasm and attainment in their Food
Technology lessons this year. To achieve this,
pupils have to be organised, use a range of skills,
and of course produce good quality tasty
products.
Congratulations go to:
Flora Maycock 7S
Ashley Christie 7G
Alice Corrall 7G
Paige Smallman 7G
Nusaybah Hussain 7D
Hannah Yafei 7S
Olivia Ulpiani 7D
Zhanyar Namik 7G
Monai Laing Smith 7D
Sukhjit Sanghera 7G
Tapiwa Kadzviti 7R
Mya Walia 7S
Mary Holden 7R
Paulina 7G
Chantel Westall 7R
Niamh Carnegie 7S
Jasdeep Johal 7R
Hana Iqbal 7S
Samantha Wilson Walker 7S
Well done and keep up your enthusiasm for
cooking!

Miss Dignon cycles to work to fit in some mid-week
training
I’ve been training for this for the last couple of
months and feel excited, if not a little bit
nervous, about the trip. I’m doing the trip solo
and will have no back up van to fix my punctures
or to shout words of encouragement as I
struggle up some very steep hills. I’m hoping that
a steady supply of malt loaf will see me through!
I’m raising money for Kidney Research UK. It is
a charity that means a lot to me on a personal
basis as genetic kidney disease has affected
many of my immediate and extended family. I

The Latest from the
RE Team
Mrs Stevens sheds some light on
what the RE team have been up to
The RE Team has been very busy this term. We
have designed a year 7 competition called
“pictuRE”. We asked year 7 students to bring
pictures in that reflect the meaning of an
important religious quotation. The RE Team
review the competition entries in the final week

of the spring term and the winner will be
awarded a delicious chocolate prize. RE Team
members have recently been conducting
interviews to find out how confident pupils feel
during discussions in RE lessons. We want people
to feel confident in sharing their ideas and to be
very open about their views. We also want RE
classrooms to be a place for comfortable
discussions. There is no such thing as a silly
question or answer in RE! We have also been in
contact with local hospitals as we want to
provide artwork to help patients feel better. We
are really looking forward to starting this project!
Look out for the purple RE Team badges and if
you have any question feel free to ask one of the
RE members.
The RE department would also like to
congratulate Aneeka Lal (10L) for receiving her
12th merit sticker this year. She has received her
stickers for excellent work, effort and
contributions in lessons. We hope that this will
help to motivate other students to strive for 12
merit stickers too.

and will receive their certificates shortly. I would
like to say a well done to Nyhkeisha Sdjuste, Rifit
Bibi, Sofia Saghir, Simran Kaur, India Purewal,
Zanele Mosweunyane, Nandi Ka-Ncube and Eliza
Taylor.

Performances and
Workshops
Mrs Swallow feeds back on this
term’s Drama events
This term we have been lucky enough to have
two Theatre Companies in to work with Year
10-13 Drama students. The first company was
Chickenshed Theatre Company. This
opportunity was provided courtesy of Randstad
Education. If you remember back to July 2010,
Miss Dibben organised a very successful event in
school, ‘Teacher’s Got Talent’ on behalf of VSO.
The workshop was our prize for our efforts in the
competition.

Bikeability!
Miss Sephton reports on the course
that is getting students on their bikes
Since the start of the spring term, Bikeability
sessions have been running at the school.
Bikeability aims to teach young people how to
be safe when out on their bikes.

Students thoroughly enjoying their time with the
Chickenshed Theatre Company

Lordswood students working hard to build up their
road safety skills
Eight pupils form year seven have been
attending the Bikeability sessions, working
towards an assessment. Pupils had to perform
a number of cycling skills and go out on to the
road to pass this course. All eight pupils passed

The workshop and performance of ‘Crime of the
Century’ was a great experience for the GCSE
drama students. The girls came away from the
workshop completely inspired and keen to make
use of what they had learnt in their
examination performance pieces. The
Chickenshed cast was very impressive and the
performance they gave was extremely thought
provoking. The performance was a mixture of
physical theatre elements and a hard hitting
soundtrack that seemed to strike the right note
with all the students that watched it.
The second performance could not have been
more different. The New Century Theatre
Company performed their version of ‘Twelfth

Night’. The students were daunted by
Shakespeare’s language at first but seemed to
still enjoy the comic element of the performance
and produced some interesting improvisations
based on the idea of someone returning from a
journey.

Drama and Music
Trip to London
Elle Weaver of 10C outlines the recent
cultural exploits of LGS students
All drama students in Year 10 and 11 were given
the opportunity to go to London for a few days.
We stayed in a hotel and watched two theatre
performances. Many students attended and
really enjoyed themselves.

World Book Day
2011
Literary info from Mrs Ashford and
Mrs Hulbert in the Library
World Book Day was on Thursday 3rd March
2011. All pupils received a £1 book token which
gives them £1 off when buying a book or audio
worth £2.99 or more, alternatively they can be
exchanged for one of the six specially produced
£1 books from selected retailers .
The Library also held a “get caught reading”
competition and this was won by Damesha
Heath 7S.
Congratulations!

CILIP Carnegie &
Kate Greenaway
Awards 2011
Students outside Buckingham Palace

Ways to get involved!

During our time in London the most favoured
part was watching the two performances,
‘Wicked’ and ‘Chicago.’ Students enjoyed going
to the theatre and watching these plays because
the atmosphere was lively and exciting; they also
got an insight of what it would be like to perform
in a theatre. We also attended a Titanic
Exhibition during the trip.

We have the opportunity to take part again in
the Carnegie book award shadowing scheme.

‘I really enjoyed walking around and looking at the
different artefacts as I learnt a lot from the
experience and I felt like I was almost there’
Shanzé Shah 10G
On the Friday our tour guide showed us around
Oxford Street and we got to experience
shopping and looking around.
I think all the students would agree that the
accommodation was very welcoming and we
felt comfortable. Overall our time in London was
really interesting, fun and educational and we
would definitely recommend the trip for next
year.

If you enjoy reading new genres, discussing &
reviewing books this may be for you!
Come along to the library to register your
interest and find out more by Thursday 7th April
2011
This scheme is open to both staff and students.

Year 8 Haiku Poetry
Mrs Peniket describes her students’
tributes to victims of the Japanese
earthquake and tsunami
My Year 8 English class have written some
wonderful Haiku poetry, which is Japanese
poetry containing seventeen syllables,
structured into three lines of five, seven and five
stresses, to form a simple but beautiful poem.
The poetry has been written by the girls

following the Japanese earthquake in memory of
those who lost their lives, or those they loved.
The Storm
Hollie Preston
Bright shining beacon
Splashing hard in stormy rage
Silent dreams at sea
Willow Tree
Hollie Preston
Towering downwards
Hiding whatever’s behind
Crying silently
The Moon
Nancy Inman

Year 11’s ‘Parachute
Paradox’
Miss Thomas congratulates her Year
11 BTEC group on a successful event
Congratulations to my Year 11 BTEC group on
the success of their Year 7 parachute event. After
several weeks of planning, the Year 11’s
managed to deliver a variety of fun and
exciting parachute games to a group of Year 7
pupils as part of their BTEC level 2 course. The
pupils involved thoroughly enjoyed the activities
and even requested an extracurricular club to be
run on regular basis.
Well done!

Bright lights shining up
Illuminating the sky
Lost dreams burning bright
Candy Floss
Lucy Bains
Seen as pink and bright
Sweet and sugary in taste
Soft and light to touch
Guilt
Sophie Bullock
It swallows your soul
It follows you all the time
It will never leave
Fire
Sophie Bullock
Roaring in fury
Creeping noisily. it kills
Water calms, air tempts
An Onion
Genette Mendez
As the stench rises
As the layers slowly wilt
My eyes burn with tears
My Bed
Lucy Leggett
Soft and welcoming
Enveloping my senses
Here I fall asleep

Year 7 students getting thoroughly involved in the
BTEC students’ activities

Netball News
Miss Downes and Miss Thomas with
the latest news
Congratulations to both year 7 and 8 Netball
teams, they have played some really tough
matches in division one this year.
I hope to see both teams ready and raring to go
for the new season next year.
After an extremely successful season in
2009-2010, the Year 9 team were promoted to
Division 1 of the Kings Norton Netball League.
As a result, they have faced some stiff
opposition and competed in a number of closely
fought matches. These included games against
King Edward Five Ways, Edgbaston and

Bournville where they were defeated by just one
goal. Nevertheless, the team have shown
hardiness and perseverance every game and
continue to show optimism and enthusiasm as
they enter the end of season tournament.
Well done girls. You have acted as excellent
ambassadors for Lordswood during the
inter-school competitions and I wish you the
best of luck for the next season.

On behalf of the team, I would also like to thank
Kieran Channa in Year 13 for all of his help
during training sessions and the support he gave
to players during matches.

Family Cookery
Sessions
Miss Gough reports on a new
initiative at Lordswood
During March we have been running Family
Cookery Sessions for Year 7 and 8 parents.
During the sessions, parents have worked
alongside their daughters to produce healthy
meals to take back to their families.

Lordswood’s Year 9 netball stars

Under 15s Football
Congratulations from Miss Thomas
I would just like to take this opportunity to
congratulate the U15 football Team on their
success in the 5-a-side schools tournament this
year. Despite the fact that a number of fixtures
were cancelled due to the bad weather, the team
have been committed to regular training
sessions and produced some outstanding
performances during matches against Colmers,
Four Dwellings, Bartley Green and St Thomas
Aquinas.

Parents and students get hands on during our new
family cookery sessions
Miss Tosh has led the sessions, which were free
of charge. The group have made meals with an
Italian, Mexican, British and Vegetarian theme.
Feedback has been really positive and both
students and parents have enjoyed the
opportunity to learn together in an informal and
fun environment.

Media, Music and
Visual Arts Easter
Activities
Forthcoming events at Lordswood
Girls’ School from Miss Gough
Lordswood’s promising football talent

I am delighted to inform you that Lordswood
Girls’ School will be hosting four days of
activities over the Easter period and is inviting

young people from across all ages to attend.
Edgbaston Best Chances has secured some
funding to deliver a range of activities which will
be free of charge.
The four days will combine Film Making, Music
Production and DJing, Drama, Dance and
Enterprise sessions which are designed to
enhance and develop the skills and attitudes of
young people in an active learning environment.
These activities will take place on the 11th, 12th,
13th and 14th of April and will be based on the
school site.
This is a fantastic opportunity for young people
to get involved in an exciting and innovative
activity programme whilst also forming new
friendships and developing their own personal
skills.

Diary Dates
April - September 2011
Thursday 7th April		
School finishes
					at 12 noon
Friday 8th April		
INSET
				
school closed to
					students
Monday 11th April Monday 25th April
inclusive		

-

Easter holiday

Tuesday 26th April		
Normal school
					day
Friday 29th April		
Royal Wedding
					school closed
					to students
Monday 2nd May		

-

Bank Holiday

Tuesday 3rd May 		
Normal school
					day
Tuesday 26th April Year 7 - 10
Friday 6th May			
exams at various
					times		
Monday 23rd May Friday 27th May 			

Year 9
Battlefields trip

Monday 30th May Friday 3rd June

Half term

-

Monday 6th June 		
Normal school
					day
Monday 6th June		
Year 9 start Key
					Stage 4
					timetable
Monday 4th July -		
Year 7 & 8 review
Friday 15th July 		
meetings with
					parents
Monday 4th July & 		
Year 11 taster
Tuesday 5th July			
days (for Year 10
					students)
Friday 8th July		
Year 8 trip to
					Boulogne
Monday 11th July 		
INSET
					school closed to
					students
Thursday 14th July		

-

Oscars Evening

Tuesday 19th July		

-

Sports Day

Thursday 21st July		

-

Summer Fayre

Thursday 21st July		
Certificate
					Presentation
					Evening
					Years 7 -10 &
					Year 12
Friday 22nd July		
Break up for the
					summer
					holidays 1pm
Monday 25th July -		
Wednesday 31st August 		
inclusive

Summer
holidays

Thursday 1 September 6th Form
					interviews and
					Year 13 target
					setting day
Friday 2nd September
INSET
					school closed to
					students
Monday 5th September Normal school
					day for all
					students

